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1997. when 1 was t'irst elected chairman of Wateri'od Archaeological and 
Historical Society I felt very honoured. It is even a greater honour to be chair- I" 

Inan of the Society during thc change from the second to the third millennium - 
thc grcatest historical occasion that wc will probably witness during our lives. It  is 
rare that a ch;tisman is givcn rhe opportunily lo address all members of the Society 
and I would like to take this historic occasion to do so. 

Tntercst in the ~nil lcnniu~p has been wondcrt'ul and hopefully i t  will result in an 
influx of new members to our Socicty. In explaining what the millcnniurn is all 
about, cclcbraring a historical occasion, i t  presents an ideal opportunity to imprcss 
upon children, grandchildren and their I'ricnds the importance of preserving one's 
culture and history. The millennium has rcsulted in an interest in historical evcnts 
allti u number of' publications and calendars of a historical nature havc emerged. 
Any publication. whether i t  be a major piece of historical research or mcrely a 
small local publication. is to be welcomed and encouraged; and I would like to 
take this opportunity to plead with all ~ncmbers to provide assistance and encour- 
agement to anybody who c~nbarks on a project which promotes one o f  the aims of 
this Socicty - 'to encourage inlerest in history anti archaeology in general'. 

I t  is ironic th:ir during h i s  celebration of 2,000 yeal-s of Christianity there is 
growing concern runong archaeologists, countrywide, regarding the disappearance 
of sitcs that pre-date the birth of Christ. This is to be t'lowncd upon anti the Socicty 
must makc a stunti to ensure that landowness arc educatcd in this area so that the 
semaintlcr of such sitcs remain intact. Up until recently. superstition ensured the 
preservation of many 01' these sites. However. superstition has no place in these 
'modcrn times' and i t  must be rcplaced by education. Towards the end o f  1909, the 
i\~r,h~rrologii~lrI 111vc/ltol:): of' C'o~!n!\: Watcl:/Ord was published by Duchas. This 
excellent publication highlights the great numbcr of archaeological sites that 
remain intact within County Waterlord and is a giant step in educating people 
about  thcse  anc icn t  s i tes .  In fact ,  I would  highly recommend i t  to all  
;uchaeology/I~istory enthilsiasts. This year presents an ideal opportunity to educarc 
I~undowness ubour the historical importance of these sites. I t  should be pointed out 
that we are not just an historical society being 'stubborn' or 'grumpy' about this - in 
most cases i t  is against the law to interfere with such sites. 

Whilc working on a 'millennii~m project', I became aware of the astonishing 
amount of old photographs that survivc in Witcrford City and its environs. One 
can only hope that when the ownelx of thcse great treasures pass them on. their 
heirs will appreciate them as much as they did. I think that the Society shoulti 
becomc active in the cataloguing and preservation of such photographs and this 
should bc possiblc with the help and co-operation of government agencies, such as 
FAS. rind the Waterford Heritage and Genealogical Survey in Jcnkin's Lane. The 
first task, and probably the most important, is the cataloguing of the photographs. 
When this is complctcd, the pso,ject coulti rhcn m o w  on to scan them and make 
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them available, :is hard copies or in electronic form. to interested persons. While 
this project would be of importancc in terms of history and preservation, i t  could 
also be financially viable. 

There is a wealth of material, such as photographs and items of a11 historical 
importance. We would be L~iling in our duty as members of an historical organisu- 
tion if we did not do our best to ensure that these are preserved. However. prcser- 
vation is not the end. Others must also become aware of the existence of such 
items. because i f  they arc kept secret. then preservation in  the long term will be 
inlpossible. 

For the last fifty years of the second millennium, Waterlbrd had a wonderfi~l 
historical society i n  the Old Waterford Society, which later became the Waterford 
Archaeological and Historical Society. Throughout the years, the Society was 
extremely lucky to have numerous able and dedicated men and women to leiid i t  
through good and bad times. People such as the late Stan Carroll, whom I never 
knew, and Noel Cassidy come to mind. Thankfully, others are still with us and we 
rely on their advice and direction when times becomc difficult. I would be failing 
i n  my duty i f  I were not to mention two women who have given tremendous scr- 
vice to the Society - Nellie Croke and Renee Lumley. Both have given service 
which was beyond the call of duty, and which will never be equalled again. 1Mr 
Fergus Dillon, a former chairman and editor, has also made a worthy contribution 
and I am delighted to sce that his artistic t:ilent adorns the front cover once again, 
after a brief absence. The achievements of the Society has not gone unnoticed. and 
the Society gets a special mention in the Arclztreolo~ic~t~l Iizvc.r~rory of Corrtzt,~ 
Micttr/ji)rcl, previously mentioned. 

Other individuals and org:inisations outsidc the Society have also been of 
tremendous help to us in our aim to achieve our objectives. Waterford Corporation 
has been very helpful over the years and the help given by Mr Eddie Breen, cur- 
I-cnt City Manager, and formcr City Managers ~Michael Doody and Terry 
O'Sullivan arc worthy of spccial mention. But for the help and co-operation of 
Waterford Corporation, our more ambitious programmes would not have been 
realisetl. 

The succcss of the Socicty has not been confined to the atiministrativc and 
financial contributions of individuals and organisutions. We have had some notable 
speakers at our lectures and contributors of articles to Ikcios. In this area Dr 
Martin Manncragh comes to mind. On behalf of the Society, I would like to con- 
gratullrte Dr Mansel-agh on his role in  the peace process in  Northern Lreland. 

Waterford Corporation's contribution to history and archaeology in the City has 
not been confined to its contributions to this Society. Watcrford Treasures at the 
Granary, which opcncd in 1999 is one of the most impressive, if  not the niost 
impressive, museum I have seen and. on behalf 01' the Society, I would like to 
cumplirncnt the Corporation on compieting such a magni ficcnt untiertaking. I f  we 
take into account the s i ~ c  of Watcrford city and thc amount of resources, financial 
and otherwise, that wcnt into this projcct, we can get a clearer picture of Waterford 
Corporation's commit~nent to thc preservation of our history. In  latc 1000, 
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Waterford Treasures at the Grunary won an award for the best muscuni and I 
would like to tnkc this opportunity to congratulate the Manager, Mr Eamonn 
McEneaney, and everybody else concerned, on winning such a prestigious award. 
The ~nuseum was only in operution for a Sew months whcn it  won this award and i t  
is obvious that i t  will be a huge success. However. the opening of the museum 
docs not mean the end. There is much work still to be clonc and perhaps tlic 
Socicty might get involved in bringing some itc~iis back from other locations. 
Given the religious theme of the niillennium, one role for the Socicty might bc to 
help raise some of khs funding tow~trcls thc cost of restoration ol' :mother o f  thc 
Christ Church vestments. which are currently hclp in the Nalional Museum. 

As chairmun of Waterford Archaeological and Historical Society, I would likc 
to address an omission in thc last issue of' the journal (I)uc*io.s 54, 1998). 1 would 
like to now congratulate Waterford Corporation o n  the publication ol' its buok IAIIO 
Vikitlg Ago trtltl t t ~ c d i c w r l  I441trt;fi)nl. Regrcttably. the only reference to this buok in 
our journrtl was in the fomi ol' a criticism. Furthermore, the 1onc of the article was 
objectionable to thc :tuthor of the article under review. For this we apologise. 

Some years ago, the John F. Kennedy Trust. in  New Ross. bcgan itc hz l~ tnr fy  
pro.ject. This project mct with positive responses and was progressing well until 
recently. Progress in recent times has been slowed down with thc withdrawal aP 
financial aid by one of thc main investors. I t  would be a great pity to scc such a 
project being discontinued after the effort, time and finance that has already been 
spent on it. I t  hitv been suggested that given the shipping history of both New Ross 
and Waterford, ;I joint venture of interested parties might get tozcthcr with a view 
to completing the project and making i t  into an economically viable project. I 
would also like to tuke this opportunity to call on the rclcvant govcrnmcnt agencies 
to look at the Ilunbmrlv project in a similar fashion to that of another in C'o. Kerry. 

Thc Society in the past has kept the 'historical agenda' to the forefront and will. 
hopefully, continue to do so. Howcvcr, the Society may dsu huve to adopt a dif'fcr- 
cnt approach in its effort to carry out its constitutional aims. I t  may now be neces- 
sary to become more proactive. rather than reactive, and the time might be 
approaching whereby the Socicty will becon~c more active in helping projects such 
as Watcrford Treasures at the Granary, the I)~~ilhtu(!\' Ship and/or beconie involved 
in thc cstublishmcnt of projects such as  thc onc  in Seirkieran, Co. Offaly. 
Waterford and its environs is stccpcd in history and archaeology and great str-idcs 
have bccn made in thc past Sew years, whereby inhubilonts and u j s i m ~  to the  area 
c~un witncss the histosicnl importance of Wnterforcl - long may i t  continuc into the 
third millennium. 

Eddie SyrtnoU 
Chairman 

vii 
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report on the City Square excavations. Her own contributions to the book were on 
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Arricle\ arc invited for Dc.cio.\ 56 which will be published in 2000. 

Thc closing date Sor receipt o f  articles is 30 April 2000. 

Mr Greg Fcwcr, 
'Les Revcnmts'. 
Corbally more. 
Dunmorc East, 
Co. Waterforcl. 

'The Society's periodical publication. Lkcic~s, is issued fret ro 811 mcmkn. 8 x k  
numbers of issucs, when awrileblc, may be obtained fro111 Watcrfnrd Heritu~e 
Survey, Jenkin's Lane. W;~terford. 





Medieval Undercrofts Elucidated 

HE last issue of Dec.ir.s (1998, no .  54)  contained an articlc by A.  Gittins offer- Ting 'An alternative interpretation of a medicval ~~ndcrcrof t  excavated in 
Waterford'. In this, the author defined his views on one of the stone basements 
excavated in Peter- Street. There is no such thing as u definitive interpretation in 
archaeology. Like philosophy, i t  depends on the dialectic approach, the testing of 
truth by logical disputation. Opinions will always wry. and the spirit of debate can 
be a healthy one. 1 would like to take this opportunity to clarify the basis of my 
interpretation of thc undercrolis excavated in Wutcrforci and elsewhere. 

Firstly. to set the rccord strai~ht,  all orisinul drawings and site rccords werc 
consulted when writing the original published article ("Stone Undercrofts". in Lrrto 
Viking Ago mlrl Merlic~vtrl Wrrc.r / i )~~l) . '  Secondly, I must explain that though the 
date of publication 01' the book is 1997, the proofs werc submitted to Waterford 
Corporation in December 1994, the end date of the post-excavation project. This, 
conling as it did only two ycars after the completion of the last excavation of the 
city-centre series. must surely comprise some kinti of aschueological record! Mr 
Gittins cxcuvatccl onc of the clevcn sites incluclcd in the report (E343 1986). yet at 
the time of writing (November 1999). his !~IJ report has not bccn subniittcd to the 
licensing authority, or to Waterlord Corporation. 

Thc important thing to realise when interpreting medieval ~~ntlercrofts is to 
understand the purposc I'or which they were built. An cxuninution of the cornpara- 
tive evidence tclls US that they were primarily cellars for the storage and display of 
trade goods. The entrance l'roni the slrcct, which was present at the Peter Streel 
untlcrcrofi, was critical to the function of the building. that is, it offered access to 
the street. A separate entrance would have given access to thc ground floor. thus 
doubling thc commercial potential of the prcmiscs. In short, the owner had two 
~hopl'ronts i n  a single property. The undercroft is only the pound element of a 
building which would have been several Iloors tall. Any alterations at ground Icvel 
W O L I I ~  have had implications Sol- the structure above. I n  the light of' this, any inter- 
pretation focusing solely on the subsurface components of thc building is of limit- 
ed value. 

Conte~nporary urban arcliacological research all over northern Europe clearly 
demonstrates the importance of thc strect frontage for trade prcmiscs in thc 
medieval pcriod. If one places the study of houscs i n  a wider historical and cultural 
i~nclerstantli~~g. in  the context of  the social organisation and itlcolofical framcbwosh 
of the medieval period, then one has to accept the reason for thc development of 
the undercroft 21s a street-fronting premises. The tlcwlopmcnt of t11cse builcfings is 

1 T h e  drawings for E34.7 to which Mr Ciittins refers were not among thc ~natcrial tnuns- 
fcrrccl to Waterford City Archives in February 1998. This has bccn checkcd with thc 
City Archivist. 



inextricably linked to this model of development. Furthermore, there is no evi- 
dence in thirteenth-century Wr1terli)rtl. or ;mywhere else for that mattes, for small 
basements  exist ing as  isolated s tructures  a w a y  from the stsect f rontage.  
Atlmitteilly. for some ti1-11~ in the course oT the excavations, we interpreted some of 
tnc large stone cesspits as  cellars. However. following research of comparative 
material and the results of' soil analysis, it is now cstablishcd that all of these struc- 
tures were built solely as cesspits and always lunctioncd as such. Thc suggestion 
that the cesspit to the south of the plot was a bascment is clcarly at \.:triance with 
the combined cvidcncc I'rom as many :is 496 pits (of which 37 were stone-lined), 
cxcnvatccl in Watcsl'osd in rhc remainder of the city-centre excavations. 

Whatever i r  was. to assumc rhat i t  was once a ccllar to the rear of a building 01' 
which no r r x c  remained, is raking rhc concept of negative evidence to  thc 
cstreme. Thc cxcnvator's attention to clctail i x  ro bc lautled. but could there bc a 
c a w  hcrc 01' 1101 seeing the tree Sos tlic Icnvcs'! 



Waterford Men in the Invalides, 
Paris: 1690 - 1771 

L OUlS XIV was deeply moved by the pathetic situation of the many clisahlcd 
veterans who had been maimcd or whose health had been ruined in the wars 

Ihught during his reign. As no social welfare systern existed, thousands ol' Sccblc 
and indigent men were reduced to mendicity. To relieve them, he decided. o n  24 
Fetmary 1670. lo establish the Nhcl  Ko~(r1 tlrs 1r11~rlitlc.s in Par-is. /\ considerable 
number of old soldiers, no longer fit for active scrvicc, were admitted to that great 
institution; the spiritual and medical care they rcccivcd these \vns cxccllcnt.' 

Particulars of those who applicd for admission to the 1i~vcrlitlr.s werc rccordcd in 
the registers of that instilution. Some 130,000 men are listccl. The rccol-cls, \vhich 
occupy more than 30,000 pages, show the surname and first name, age, pl~icc of 
origin. regiment, company, length of service, marital status, religion, natilre of  thc 
incapacity, and sometimes the batlle or siegc in which the veteran sustained his 
wounds. Thc trade or profession of' Ihc vctcrm was ~ i v c n  i n  r x c  instances. Some 
applicants were not aclmittcd because their scrvicc was too short or their condition 
was C O I I S ~ C I C ~ ~ C I  not to bc ii disablement. 

The registers arc now conscrvccl at thc French Army :\rchiws in the C'llii~euu 
tlc Vir7c.cilr1t,,s.' They contain particulars of old soldiers f'rom every European 
nation. us well its s o n ~ c  from overseas. \vho sought ;~cInlission li-on1 1676 up to 
1706. Thc v~tst ~n~.jority were Frenchmen. but the author has identified over 2,000 
Irishmen in the registers. Some of these were men who had served in French regi- 
ments prior to the Williarnite war, but the vast mqjority \wrc soldicrs who fol- 
lowed Patrick Sarsfield into exile or who werc sccri~iled, subsequently, to f i l l  the 
gaps in the Irish Brigade, loyal to rhe Stuarls, which was maintained nncl paid by 
the king of France and which l ' i q $ t  in ull the wars ur~dcr Louis XIV. Louis XV 
ancl L ~ L I ~ S  XV1. 

Thcsc Irishmcn - 'the Wild GCQFC' - ca1111: l i u n ~  cvcry county in Ireland. Of 
thosc who made it to the I r l v ~ i l i r l ~ s ,  Leitrim rontcibutd k w c r  than a dozen, where- 
as ovcr three hundred were Corkmtin. Thus. thc Irish Hl.jgi~dt was a melting pol in 
which soldiers from all over I ~ u l a r ~ l  serwd s d c  by sidr.. Ir woi~lcl appear that rhcrc 
was 3 de1iber;itc regimental policy to mix Inen fro111 different regions. so as to 
avoid the for~nutiori of cliques. Similarly, Scotsmcn :inel Engli:ih~ncn in the Irish 
Brigade were spread ovcr thc uarious companies. 

The particulars o f  the Irish vclcrlrns give an insight into the Wild Geese that 
woidd otherwise have been unavrtilable. The number involved is a11 adequate sam- 
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ple. and i t  confirms information available from other sources. The author estinlatcs 
that those who actually made i t  to the 111r:trlide.v constituted about 1% o f  the Wild 
Geese. Flcnch authorities o n  the Invtrlitlt~.~ have calculatctl that admissions to that 
institution represented about 10% of the men who got a good conduct discharge 
from their regiment. 

Howcver. that 10% consisted of survivors of a far larger cohort of initial secri~its. 
That the Irish Brigade recruited extensively for two generations is well known.' When 
these recruits reached the Continent, they werc exposed to a range of virulent diseases, 
including dysentery, cholera and typhus. Coming from slnnll villages or si1sa1 commu- 
nities, they would have had little previous exposure to such epitlcmics that swept 
through the crowded, damp and unhygcnic barracks in which they werc lodged. No sta- 
tistics of these losscs exist, but there arc some indications that they cvcrc consitleroble. 

For instance, thc pasis11 rcgistess o f  Landcsncau in Brittany show the fatc of 
some of the Irish soldiers who arrived in May 1690. Between May and September 
of that year, the priest recorded the anonymous deaths of 126 of thcsc men. 
Furthermore, I'ro~ii October l(jc)O to cwly 1692, hc sccortled thc tleaths of an addi- 
tional forty Irish.' Over the same period. the parish registers of Saint Kcnan in 
Brittany recorded thc deaths 01. eight Irish soldiers and listed costs to the small 
local hospital that arose from the presence of sick 11-ishnlen.' 

A description of thc hospital of Saint Antoinc at Qi~impcr corroborates that sad 
situation: 

Get /~o.spi(.e jilt / I ~ I . I - ~ / J ~ O I I ~ L ~ I I ~  , ~ I Y J I Y ;  1x11- 1r1 quullli14 tle rritrlut1c.s tlorlt 
10s prt.s.stcgcJ.\ rlr~ tr.o~cpr~.s ct 10 .vc:jolur tlr/.s r;r/ligr.r;.s ii.lrtrldrti,s rllc voi 
Jrrc,r/rrc.s ~l lr .orr lhl~~~zwt  1 ~ 1  I ~ I I c  IVKS 1690. 1,r) 1~111h1.e d0.s I I I ( I / ~ O S  .s1t;/- 

evrr jusyrr 'ir plus de huit c,rrrt.v." 
Recsuirs who survived the early months o n  the Continent then confsontcd the 

hazards of life in the barracks and accidents in training. An analysis of' French mil- 
itary fatalities indicates that the wastage in n regiment, in peacetime. was about 6% 
a yeas. 111 wartime, the losscs soared. During the five weeks prior to the battle of 
Fontenoy ( I  I May 1745). thc Clare regiment lost 2(7 mcn, mainly in skismjshing; 
this was equivalent to an annual rate of loss of 5 0 % .  In the battle of Fontcnoy, 65 
scrgcants and men o f  the Clal-c regiment werc killed in action.' Two years later. at 
Lafclt o n  2 .luly 1747, the Clarc regiment l~atl 126 sergeants and rncn killed in 
action; this was equivulent to over 20'k of thc rcginientul stsength.TThc numbcs 01' 
men scsiously wounded in these battles was equally great. and an i~nknown num- 
ber of these died in the course of the following days and weeks. 
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4 higher proportion of the men of the lrish Brigade than of French regiments 
was married. Their spouses could be expected to encourage them to quit when 
their six-year term was c o n c l ~ ~ d c d ~  but their regiment would endeavour to retain 
them, I'or experienced soldiers wcre highly rcgardcd and new recruits wcre hard to 
f ind.  All o f  these  fac tors  e roded  the manpower  o f  the l r ish reg iments .  
Ne\~crtheless, there were some disabled Irish veterans who had the recommenda- 
tion of their captain and rcgiment, and who sought admission to the Iuvrrlirles. 

Thc author's examination of thc registers of the I I I ~ L I I ~ ~ I E S  revealed 39 Waterford 
men. Particulars of these men, translated from thc French, are set out in the appen- 
dix, in alphabetical ortlcr. Each man was stated to be 'Irish' and 'Catholic'. They 
sharcd 24 surnames: Power (8). Foley or variants (4), Butler (3). Fitzgerald (2 ) ,  
McGrath (2) ,  Lambe and Lamy (2) ,  and one each: Borne, Bourck, Brown, 
Connery. Deunc (?), Deveroux, Grimes, Kelly, Lee, Lery, MacKarty, Morrissey, 
ivlclkannc, Molony, Morphy, Oda (0 Dea?), Raymond and Twomy. 

They sharcd I8 first names: John (7). Jamcs (5) .  Edmond, Patrick and William 
(3 each). Dunicl, Lwrcnce, Mn~~r i ce ,  Pcter, and Richard (2  each), and Alexander, 
Denis, Eugene, Michael, Philip, Raymond. Tobie and Simon (1 each). Nicknanies - 
'uo111.s ( I c  ~ L W I . I ~ ~ '  - wcre quitc common among the men of the French regiments, 
but wcrc not popular with lrish soldiers. The rare instances of lrishmen with a ~zo~iz 
(10 gcrr~-~.c~ involved Inen who had served in French regiments. Only one of the 
Waterford men, Richard Power," admitted to having a /lorn (ICJ grrom~ - Ltr Rose 
(The Rose). 

Fourteen men said that they were from county Waterford, X said they were from 
Waterford, and two said they were from thc town and county of Waterford. Fifteen 
men gave specific place-names: Clamore (Tramore?), Cornisoiiille. Dungarvan. 
Dunghernan. Grana, Grangouin, Haden~stod, Karekelegane, Kilottren, Lismure. 
Mokronn, Onneil, Romane, Schledy and Wnngcrwann (probably Dungarvan, pro- 
nounced in Irish: 'Is 6 Dhiln G a r b h h  niC'). 

Only five men declared that they had a profession: James Fitzgerald."' a hatter; 
Peter Foly." u gardener; Jamcs Lamy,I2 a draper; John Magrarh," a barber-surgeon, 
and John Power,'' a shoemaker. Some of the others may have had a profession, too, 
before enlisting, but the tendency of the clcrks was to record those trades that 
might be of use in the ltzvalides. Several may have been landless mcn who turned 
to military service. 

Eight of the Waterford men declared that they were married. This was lower than 
the average for men in the Irish regiments, for about one-third of the Irishmen in the 
Brigade miere married. Two had left their wife in Ireland. two had homes in Paris 
and others had a home in AbMviUc. Dauphin& St-Germain-en-Laye and  met^. 

9 Vol. 10, no. 5259. 
10 Vol. 16, no. 20934. 
1 1  Vol. 16, no. 20807. 
12 Vol. 28, no. 54552. 
13 Vol. 2 1, no. 33520. 
14 Vol. 13, no. 12450(1). 
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Men were rmylecl 10 try ttr , p i n  i l i c p l  admission to r he lmrlides because of 
the cxcellrnl c o d l h n s  tbsr cltrtaincd there. AI-ountl the year 1700, some 25 
Irishrncn. a11 rclarively young. gained admission by presenting false certificates; 
they either bought papers from veterans or had documents falsified. Peter Butler," 
aged 30. was one these men. It says a lot about the French systern that, when 
detected, he was merely expelled and not otherwise punished. 

Younger men who were not seriously disabled were turned away, for only txtdly 
disabled men with adequate service could be received. Waterioril men nor admitted 
included John Butler."' aged 30, who had sustained a grenade injury to his left 
hand; William Lery," aged 21, suffering from a form of sciatica; and WiIliam 
Morrissey,'%ged 40. who had been injured by a stone and had grenade splinter 
wounds, The case of John Power,"' the old shoemaker, was pa;ticuiarIy sad. Aged 
70. he claimed to have had a total of 30 years' service ant1 his left thigh was crip- 
pled by u m s k e t  shot. According to the records. the ccrril'icates he produced did 
not conl'irm the service he had clairned and he was sent away with a small sum of 
Iiioncq. 

J:uncs Burler'o had been a cavalry rroopcl- wit13 I0 years' scrvicc. /\tlmirretl ro 
rhe Irl\ulitlt,, on 13 August 1700. he recovered sufficiently to rejoin cavalry regi- 
Incnrs on two occasions. The rcliabilirarion of battered veteriuis was. of  course, an 
imporranr secondary task 01' rhc Ir~\wlides. The young Warcrl'ortl cadet, James 
L ~ ~ : I  . who was admitted on 1.3 May 1700 was :u~othcr cxmple  o f  such a recovery, 

Following four and a hall' ycurs in rhe Irlr~~lit lc~.~, he joined rhe L.ee regiment as a 
half-pay lieurcnanr. 

Some men survivrtl rough rreatmenr by rhe surgeons of the time. L~LII-cncc 
Faulou (Foley i," agctl 49. had 25 years' scrvicc, antl survived a blow to the head 
Srom u musket burr received when on patrol near Tournai. Following this injury, he 
had been rrcp:uinetl, that is, a hole was bored in  his shull to release fluid that was 
pressing o n  his brain. He survived this S C ~ ~ O L I S  i~iji~ry for o ~ e r  19 years and died ar 
Sedan un  detaclimcnr. 

Accornmoclarion in  the Irl\~trlidt~.s was limited antl men w h o  were mobile \\!ere 
sent on clcrach~ncnr ro vxior~s fi)rrrcsscs. Twelve of the Warc~-l'ord veterans died in 
the Irn~llidc~s; whereas three died at Le Havre, and one at each of the followjng 
places: Arras, Auxonne, Aigues-Mones, Bergues, Bouillon. Douni and Sedan. We 
do not know where the others c~idcd [heir days. 

The harter, James I;itzgeraltl, a cavalry trooper. was 42 when admitred. HZ hatl 
twenty yexs' cerril'ictl service antl claimed ro have hatl a f'i~rther five years' scrvicc 

15 Vol, 13, no. I IS 19. 
16 Vol. 13, no.  lOh57(1). 
17 Vol. I I .  no. h943(4). 
18 Vol 12, no. i S l O ( 1 ) .  
19 Vo1. 13, no .  12450(1). 
20 Vo1. 15, no. IhWS. 
21 VoI. I?. no. 1.3124. 
22 Vol 17. no. 21454. 



- two years in Ireland and three in O'Neill's dragoons. His wounds - left arm dis- 
abled by n sabre blow at Ramillies, a musket shot betwccn the shoulders at Spire 
and a sabrc blow to thc head at Oudennardc - testify to the punishment taken by 
this Wild Geese trooper. His epilepsy may have been a consequence of the blow to 
the head. John Magruth, the barbcr-surgeon. suft'ercd from itnp;iired vision and 
mental weakness, due also, perhaps, to the three sabre blows to the head that he 
received when his patrol was attacked whilst escorting forage between Gand and 
Bruges in Bclgiuni. 

Shocking cxpericnces nncl thc gseat stress 01' battle unhinged some men. 
William Power" was such a case. He was badly ciisablecl by a cannon shot that 
illjuretl both his feet, but he was still able to Fet around. Seven years after being 
admitted, hc was in the rue dc Grcnelle near the lilvtllidos where he assaultcd a 
priest with a stick and insulted other persons. This conduct could not be tolerated 
and he was sent off to Bicestrc, the tough mental hospital cum detention centre. for 
a period of almost two years. He died in the I~~vulitlcs o n  14 September- 1730 in his 
66th year. 

Some of the men were quite literally worn out. That was thc case of Tobic 
Borne" who had certified service of 34 years and who dicd within eleven nionths 
of  admission. This was also the case o f  the old grenadier srrgeant. Philip Power!', 
who had 33 years' service and who complnincd of old wounds when admitted on 
17 September 1750. Hc died at the Invalitles a month later. Most of the other mcn 
suffered from serious wounds which caused them continuous pain, and which Icft 
them badly disabled. One of thcsc was lieutenant John Fitzgcrald2". who cited 
'Desse' (Du'ist~) in his papers. Hc had served in the Lee (formerly Mountcashel) 
rcgiment and he had 19 years' prior service as a cadet in the old foreign regiment 
under colonels Surbeck, Conigsmrirck, Furstemberg and Hanlillton. He lived in the 
Irnvi1itlr.c for 19 yeitrs, passing away on 29 September 1725, aged 79 years. 

The appendix gives particulars of a cross-section o f  Waterford men - troopers, 
soldiers, sergeants and officers - who would have been quite forgotten, were i t  not 
for their applications for admission to the Ir~vrrlitl~~.~. Their stories were typical of 
the individuals who made up the Wild Geese. Thcir short biographies tell us a 
good deal about the hardships experienced by the tens of thousands of men. who 
served i n  the Irish Brigade loyal to the Stuarts. 

23 VoI. 13,. no. 7809. 
24 Vol. 22, no. 36502. 
25 Vol. 52, no. 2640. 
26 Vol. 15. no. 17007. 
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............................................. 
Vol. 22,36502 
Tobie Borne 
11 01 1722 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Vol. 40, 9208 I 
Simon Bourck 
31 03 1763 

Vol. 13, lO6S7(l) 
John Boutler 
01 01 l6W 

...................... " ................................................................................... 
Aged 66, native of Cornisoiiille, County Waterlord, corporal 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Arthur, lrish regiment of Rothe. for- 
merly Dorrington. where he served 34 ycars per his ccrtifi- 
care dated the first of  this month of January: his disabilities 
make him unfit for service. On 21 November 1722, he died. 

Aged 64, native of Walfbrd. in Ireland, \oltficr of Porter'\ 
company, Irish regiment of Clare whesc lie \crvcd 21 yeas\ 
and u half, has weak eyesight. Died 25 Deccmber 177 1 ar 
rhc Invalides, 

Vol. 15, 16988 
James Boutler 
13 08 1706 

........................................... 

Vol. 13, 11819 
Peter Bouttler 
1 1 02 1700 

. . .  
Agcci 3 0 .  native of County Waterford, \ergeant of the 
Colonel's company, Luttrell regiment, formerly Queen ot 
England regiment. where he \crvcd 7 ycars per his certifi- 
cate and he say\ he served 5 yearn previou\ly in Ireland: hi\ 
left hand is crippled by a g ~ r t i r k  splinter recclvcd at the 
m g e  of Harcelona. Married 111 Paris. Sent away; he wa\ 
given 18 l~vrc \ .  

Aged 38, native of Grim. nc~u wdcrfklrd. in  I r c l d ,  t ~ o o p  
es in the Quartermaster's troop. Nugent. Sorlncrly Sheldon, 
regiment, where he \crvcd 5 years per his certificate and 
say\ he served 5 year\ prcv~ou\ly in Ireland; had hi\ lower 
jaw broken by u pistol \hot  received at the battle of 
Ramillies which. added to hi\ other wounds render\ him 
un f~ r  for service; married at St  Germuin-en-Lnye. O n  23 
March 1708, he re-entered \ervicc in Lannuy'\ company. 
Condk cavalry regiment. He rcturned to rhc 'hostel' on 3 
August  17 1 1. On 9 Ap11l 171 3 ,  hc cntercd thc 
C)~~,~rtcrma\tcl" \  troop. Tcrn'tu cavalry. K c t ~ ~ r n e d  on 7 1 
August. On 30 September 1722, he d ~ c d .  

Coloncl Cbrtwll's company. Benvick regiment, formerly thc 
King of Englafid's dragoons. where he servcd 8 years per his 
certificatc, and previously 7 ycars in Ireland; holds an order 
from M. Ic Marquis de Barbesicux to be admitted. On 14 
May  1701.  he was  expcllccl o n  the orders  0 1 '  M. ctc 
Chnniilli~rt for having pscscntcd false ccrtificares. 



Vol. 27,50740 
Maurice Bronn 
20 0 1 1735 

Vol. 12, 76 1 l 
Daniel Connery 
03 Oh 1694 

Vol. 19. 27863 
John Denne 
1207 1715 

Vol. I(>. 20939 
Alexander Devroux 
30 10 I711 

VQ~. 12,8239 
Laurent Faulou 
(Foley 
27 11) I 69.5 

Vol. 17, 2 1454 
Laurence Faulou 
Ih09 1712 

Aged Oh, native of the Town and County of Waterford in 
Ireland, sergeant of Hans Lee's company, Bulkclcy, formerly 
Lee, regiment, whcre he w v c d  44 yc'irs ot wh~ch 33 as 
wrgeant pcr his ccrtiticate; has many wounds; marr~cd In 
P a r ~ s .  On 9 December 1741. he died at the hospital of 

Aged 22 ,  n'itive of ('ounty Waterl'urd. wldicr o f  Butler's 
company. Athlonc regiment. where hc wys he served 3 
year\; I l l \  left hand is crippled b y  ~1 muahct $hot received 
when on patrol in the Barcelonnette vaIley. 

Aged 67. natlvc of Waterford, 111 Ireland, \ergearit of 
Gla\coc'\ company. Irish reginlent of Dillon. formerly 
Gnlmoy, whcrc he w w t l  27 y c m  per h ~ s  ccltificate; 
wounth ant1 clisabilitie\ mahc hlm unfit 1'0s selvlcc. 

...., 

Aged SO, nativc of Kilortrcn, Coun ty  Warerf'ord, brigadier of' 
Lic~itcnant-C'olo~iel I'rcnclcrgast. Nugent. formerly Sheldon, 
cavalry, where he scrvecl 21 years per his certificate, and 
says he scrvtxl 2 years with I'arker in Ireland: his right arm 
is disabled by a riiusket shot he  rcccivcd at thc battle of 
Spire of which a fistula I-cmuins; he is unfit for scrvicc. On 9 
April 1728, he died. 

Aged 25, native 01 Wdcrlord. soldier of Butler'\ company. 
Irish regiment of Athlone. whcre he s,ly\ he \ C I - L C ~  4 yean 
and 4 year\ prcviou\ly i n  Ireland: h ~ \  r~#t arm 1s crypied 
by ii mu\kcr \hot rcce~vcd at the battle 01 Mnrsaille. He died 
o n  2 1 A ~ m l  17 I4 at Fort Franc;ois, Bergues. 

Aged 49. native 0 1  ti~angouin. County Waterford, corporal 
of Macmahm's (;~cnxiics\,  Odoncll, Iorrlierly Fitzgerald 
and Albermarlc. rcgimcnt W ~ C I Y  ht' ~ ~ ' r v c d  23, ycars per his 
ccrtil'iciitc: he says hc served 3 ycxs previously in Ireland; 
lie is vcl-y incvnvcnicnccd by d i ~ z y  spells having bccn 
trep;mic"cf Sollowing a blow from ii musket b ~ r t  nihich he 
received to the head whilst o n  patrol near Tourtlay last win- 
tcs. which iiiakcs him unfit I'or service. 011 4 April 1732, he 
clicd ;:r Serlan on  tle~nch~ncnt. 



Vol. 16, 20034 
James Fitzgerald 
30 10 1711 

Vol. 15. 17007 
John Fitzgerald 
Desse 
13 O X  1706 

Vol. 16, 20S07 
Peter Foly 
28 O X  1711 

VOI. 48. J.OS1 
Edmond Foley 
04 I0 I753 

VoL 12,7672 
Denis Grain 
15 07 1694 

0 f k t  Marie; aged 42, native o f  Dunghernun, County 
Watello~cl, trooper of Robert Nugent's troop, Nugelit, for- 
merly Sheldon, regin~ent where he served 20 years per his 
certificate: he says he served 2 years previously in Ireland 
and 3 yens\ in OfNeill's dl-agoons; his left arm is disabled hy 
a sabre blow rcccived at the battle of Ramiliies; also has a 
musket \hot wound between the shoulders and a blow of a 
s,~bre to the head which he received at the battles of Spirc 
and Oudenarde; he also has epilepsy; unfit for service; u hut- 
ter by trade. On 10 August 1725, he died at Le Havre, on 
detachment. 

Aged 60, nativc of Roinanc, County Waterford, half-pay 
lieutenant following the I r~sh regiment of Lee, formerly 
Mountcashel. where he served in that quality as well as lieu- 
tenant and sub-lieutenant, and previously 19 years as cadet 
and soldier in Surbeck, Conigsmarck, Furstemberg and 
Hamilton; his wounds and disabilities make him unfit li)r 
scrvice; married at Merz. On 29 September 1725, he died. 

Aged 60.  n'itivc 01' Waterford i n  Irclnnd. solciicr 01' the 
Colonel'\ company. Burke regiment. where he served 4 
years and pl-eviously I X years in Dorrington and the King ot 
England's Guards and 2 years in  Ircland: his certificate\ 
shows 24 years' scrvice; his wounds and disabilities mahe 
him unlit lor scr\iice: m m  ~cct in  Dauphin&; gardener by 
trade. 

Aged 58 .  native of Clamore (perhaps Tramore), County 
Wattcr\flolt III  Ireland, lieutenant in the Irish regiment of 
Fitzjames. Shee troop, where he served 45 years, of which 
I 0  years in that quality, 4 years as cornette, 24 years quarter- 
inaster and the rest as volunteer; is very inconvenienced by 
old wnundx and by gout; admitted as officer a11 the orders of 
M. Ic Comtc d'Argenson. On 24 January 17.55. he died at the 
HBtel. 

Aged 30. native of County Waterford, sold~cr of Limtcnant- 
Colonel C'olgrL~SPs company, Mo~~ntcashcl rcymt'nt, W ~ C R  

hc says hc served 4 years, his left :ism is crippled by i~ m s -  
kct xhot rcccived at the s i e y  o f  Rinl'cld. On 9 Novcmber 
1709. he died at Douai o n  detachment. 



Vol. 13. 10924 
Patrick Kelly 
I 0 00 I 099 

Vol. 22. 37605 
dames Lambe 
20 10 1722 

Vol. 28, 54552 
James Lamy 
15 11  1736 

Vol. 13, 12124 
James Lee 
13 05 1700 

Vol. I I .  6943(4) 
William Lery 
I 8 Oh 1693 

Vul. 13, l X 2 7  
Edmond MacKarty 
01 04 1700 

Aged 38, native of County Waterford, soldicr of Doully's 
company, Lee, formerly Mountcashel, regiment, where he 
served  9 years  and previous ly  15 years  in Su rbeck ,  
Furstemberg and H m d t o n  per his certificate: is very incon- 
venienced in his left hand and right foot by scverd wounds 
received at the sieges of Montmcillan and Ath which makes 
him unfit for service. On I8 February 1715: he died at Le 
Hawel on dctachment. 

Aged 60, native of the Town and County of Waterford in 
Ireliuntl, soldier of Heesse's company. Rothc Irish regimcnt, 
whcrc he claims to have served 30 years; his discharge is 
dated 9th of thc prcscnt month of Octobcr; his disabilities 
makc him unfit for service: hc is of thc number of those sent 
to the Invalids' company at the citadel o f  MCziCrcs. On 6 
March 1737, hc died. 

A@ 60, native ol Wnngcrwnnn, County Waterford. in 
Ircland, troopcr ol' Frank N ~ ~ ~ c n l ' s  troop. F i t~ j ames  Irish 
regiment, where he servcd 20 years per his certificate; has 
very weak sight; draper by trade. On I I September 1753. he 
died at the ho4pital of Scdan, on detachment to Buuillon. 

Aged 19, native of County Waterford, Cadet of thc Coloncl's 
company, Clare regiment, where hc served 9 years; has an 
order from M. Ic Marquis dt. Barbcsieux to be admitted. 
February 1705, he rcturncd to scrvice in the Colonel's com- 
pany. Lee Irish regiment, in the quality o f  half-pay lieu- 
tenant. 

Aycd 2 1 .  natlvc ol' C o ~ ~ n t y  Waterford, soldicr in M;~ho~iy's 
company, Limerick regiment, where hc  says he served 3 
years. very much inconvenienced in his left hip and thigh by 
a sciatic gout which renders him unfit for service. Sent 
away, he was yiven 24 livrcs assistance. 

Ayed 30. native of County Waterford, soldier of Grace's 
company. Albermarle. formerly Dublin. regi~ncnt. w h e ~ e  hc 
served 8 years per his certificate; has an ordcr from Nl. Ic 
Rilarcluis tie Harbcsicux to be admitted. 
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Vol. 3 1 ,  33520 
John Magrath 
11 05 1721 

Vol. 13. I3001 
Raymond Magrath 
18 03 1700 

Vol. 13, 7810(1) 
William Mauricy 
(Morrissey ) 
02 12 1604 

Vol. 14, 153 16 
Richard Melkanne 
03 10 1704 

Vol. 1 1 .  6651 
Maurice Molonie 
15 01 1693 

Vol. 52.662 
John Morphy 
24 02  1746 

imrj W,ltcrford, i n  Ireland, 
trooper o f  Lieutenant-Colonel C o g h l n  Irish regiment of 
Nugent. formerly Sheldon. where he says he served 15 
years; his discharge is dared 25 February last: his sight i\ 
very incommoded following three \abre blows to ~ h c  head 
received whilst escorting forage between Gand and Brugc\ 
which, added to his mental weakness, render\ hinl unfit li)r 
servicc; barber-surgeon by profession 

Agcd 46. native of Wnterforcl. wld ie r  of Magguy ' \  
(McGee's?) company, Dillon, formcrly Gredkr allenland, 
Furstemberg and Hamilton. regiment. where hc scrvccl 2S 
years per his certificate; has an order from M. le  Marquis dc 
Barbcsieux to be admitted. On 27 August 17 19. hc died. 

Aged 40, native of County Wurerford, soldier of' ivlacnrty's 
company, Mountcashel's regiment, ~ h x  he says he served 
5 years; his lcft kncc is very inconvcnicnccd by u splintcr of 
stone received at the sicgc of Montmcillan; since then, he 
was wounded by a grcnade fragment at Keinfels and is unfit 
for scrvice: married in his own country. Sent away; hc was 
given 15 livres assistance. 

Ageti 36. native of' County Waterford. \oldier of 0 Bricn'4 
company, Clare, formerly Talbot and Cl,~ic repmcnt, where 
hc served 15 years per his certificate: his right shoulder is 
disabled by a falcon shot received at the cannonade of 
Filinguen. On 30 April 1739, he died. 
...................................................................................................... . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Aged 20, native of County Waterford, soldier of  Makarty's 
company, Athlonc rcgimcnt, wherc he says he served 6 
years, his lcft hip is crippled by u sciatic gout which he got 
following a wound received on service. 

Agcd 65, native of Lismore, County w~xtcrSord, scrgcant in 
the Irish regiment of Clare, Prosscr's company, where hc 
served 24 years of which 16 as sergeant, and says he served 
20 years previously in the Fourangc regiment. has rhcunia- 
tism, is worn out. On 3 October 1746. he died in the H6tel 
Royal des Invalldes. 
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vol. 23,44534 
Daniel Oda 
13 I0 1729 

Vol. 13, 10191 
Edmond Pouer 
74 04 1 0 L ) X  

Vol. 10,5259 
Richard Pour 
(Power) called 
"The Rose" 
1 6  05 l69O 

Aged 62 years, native of Waterford, jn Ireland, trooper of 
Milord Tirconnel, Nugent regiment, where he scrvecl 23 
ycars and previously 12 years in Odonnel infantry pcr his 
ccrtil'icate dated 26 September last; is very incunvenienccd 
by his chcst condition and has lost his left eye to a fluxion. 
and his wounds maLc him unlit for service; mart-ice1 at 
Abbe\-illc. 

Aged 30. natike of  County Watcrli)sd, soldier ol' du Puy's 
company. Quccn of England's rcgimcnt, wlw~c. he \ays lic 
served (3 y c m  mtl previously 4 years in Ireland: has lost his 
sight a\ a result ol' rt mu\ket shot to the face at the siege oT 
Barcelona. Hc died on 23 June 1707. 

Aged 35, nat ikc of Waicrl'ord, in Ireland,  lorager in 
Mnnncryl\ company. Greder- Allernand regiment, where hc 
served 15 yea14 bo th  i n  that r c g ~ m c n t  and i n  Ougan 
(Hogan'\?) and Hamlton regiments. His IcSt thigh is crip- 
pled by a rnu\kct \hot recc~vecl at LValcourt, according to his 
ccrtific:tte. O n  10 July 1690, he scnouncecl hl\ I 1ght4 volun- 
tarily mtl was given 15 livre\ to help him on his way. 

Vol. 13. 12450(1) Agcd 70.  nat ive of Dungn~-van ,  i n  Ircluncl, 4oId1cr ot 
John Poure Reredan'\ company, D~ l lon  ~cginicnt  where he served 1 1 
1 l l l 1700 y c m ,  and prc\~ioii\Iy served 19 year\ in Greder Allemand. 

Filrstembcrg and Hamilton per his ccrtit'icatc; his di\abil~tic\ 
make him unfit for wrvice, 4iocm,ther by track. Sent away; 
111s cert~f~catcs  d ~ d  not show that he had served in the rcgi- 
men[\: he was ~ i v e n  3 livre\. X sou\. 

. ... 
Vol. 14, 13491 Aged (33 .  native of County  Waterford,  se rgcant  of  
Michael Poure Fit/gerald's company. Clare regiment. whcse he scrved 13 
09 02 1703 years, and previously '1 ycan in G~cclcr i\llem,tntI, and I0 

y c m  111 H;tmilton, per hl\ ~ c r t i f i ~ a t c ;  wot~nds a i d  di\- 
abilities mahe him i~nfit for \crvice. 011 17 November 1709, 
he died at Arras. 

John Power Bryan's (0 Rrien'sj company, Irish regiment of Lee. formcrly 
12 I 1  171h Mountcashel, whcre he scrvcd 27 ycars per his ccstificatc: his 

weak sight and sciatica of his left thigh makc him unfit for 
service. On I7 May 1722, hc died at Lc Havre o n  dctachmcnt. 



Patrick Power rain following the  Bourck infantry regiment, fosmerly 
21 l l  1710 Luttrel, Scott, Vacop nncl the Queen of England where hc 

scrvetl 1') years in that quality and as lieutenant. and 3 years 
captain and major in the regiments of Power, Mount Connel 
and ()uilm;~Ioch (Kilmallock) in Ircland; his disabilities 
make him unfit for service; married in his own country; has 
an ordcr from M. Voysin to be admitted. On 14 December 
1723. he died. 

Vol. 52. 2640 
Philip Power 
17 09 1750 

Vol. 12,7804 
William Power 
02 12 1694 

Vul. 24,44097 
Eugene Raymond 
18 08 1720 

Vol. 52. 3 19 
Patrick Twomy 
21 O l  1745 

Aged 60,  native of Waterford, in Ireland. sergeant of 
grenadiers. Nihill company, Dillon regimcnt, where he 
served 33 years, of which 14 as sergeant; old wounds. On 17 
October 1750. hc died at the HAtel. 

.......................................................................................................... ", . 

Aged 30, native o f  County Watcrfosd, sergeant o f  Brien 
O'Rorke's company, Queen o f  England's reginlent, where he 
says hc served 7 years. has had the tips of both fcct carried 
away by a cannon shot at thc battle of Mnrsr.~llc and is unfit 
for service. On 9 January 1703, he was taken to Bicestrc for 
3 ycnss, on the osclcrs o n  Monseigne~~s Charnillast. lol- Imv- 
ing givcn blows of a stick to a priest, and having insulted 
many othcrs in the SLIC de Gscnelle. On 20 December 1704. 
he was parcloncd by Mgr Chamillart and returned to the 
HBtel. He died o n  12 Septcmhes 1730. 

Ireland. corporal in de la Koche's company, Lee, formerly 
Mounrcushel. regiment, and Butlcr, whew he served 40 
years pcr his certificate dated 4th of the present ~nolith of 
August; his disabilities make him ~ ~ n f i t  for service. On 9 
December 1732, hc died at Aigucs-Mortes, on detachment. 

.................................................................................................................. 

Aged 57, native of Mokronn, County Waterford, in Ireland. 
sergeant of Thomas Nangle's company, Irish regiment of 
Berwick whcre he served 28 years of which 14 years os 
sergeant; his worn out state makes him unfit for scrvice. 





As Others Saw Us: A French Visitor's 
Impression of Waterford in 1784' 

T HE Marclitis dc Bombelles was just 40  years of age whcn he toured Britain and 
Ireland in 1784. During the course of his five month tour he kept a journal 

recording his impressions. 
His stay in Waterford seems to have been an accident. He arrived in the city on 

the 14th of November from Kilkenny, hoping to Icave Sor Wales by ship o n  the fol- 
lowing day. However. because of bad weather at sea, he was forced to remain in 
Waterford for a week, and thus had thc unexpected opportunity to explore the city 
and surrounding districts. 

He stayed at Curraghniore as a guest o f  the Beresford kimily. The subheadings 
below arc as pcc the pubiished version. He visited C'arrick-on-Suir, Passage. 
Cheekpoint and New Geneva and met with William Nccvcome. the Church of 
Ireland Bishop, Cornelir~o Bolton and Samuel Newport. pro~nincnt Iwd husiness- 
men. He even found time to read Charles Smith's History of  Waterford. 

The account of his travels differs from other similar works of the period in that 
i t  mias not written for publication. Bombelles simply recortls his impressions of thc. 
people and places he saw. 

The result is a typical French \/c)ytrgr Plzilo.vo~~l~ic~rrc. of the period: ;I unique, 
humourous and sometimes less than fwourablc view of Watcrford in the late 18th 
century from the point of view of a French aristocrat. 

The 14th November 1784 
I t  was four o'clock in the afternoon whcn we arrived at a small village whcre i t  is 
possible to take a ferry to cross over to the opposite bank of the Suir. upon which 
is built thc city of Waterlord.' This crossing was vcry unpleasant, given the awful 
weather. The large ferry used for the transport o f  carriages was full of pigs. 
However. we were very fortunate to find a little boat that took us and our baggngc 
across, although wc nearly had to use violencc to prcvcnt a crowd from getting 
into it with us. Finally. we arrived safely in blaterli)rd. I spcnt the rcst of the day 
observing thar the Quay, a promenade and a new street in tl~is (own iu-c very good: 
but that the other streets are narrow, winding, badly paved and cxcessivcly dirty.: 



The 15th at Curraghmore 
As all the packet boars were stuck on the Welsh coast o r  at sea because of gales 
preventing them from reaching Watcrl'ortl, I dcp:irtcd at eleven o'clock to go to 
Lortl Tyrone'wsr;~tc. I Icft Thcvcnin in town so that he coultl let me know as so011 
as one of the ships arrived.' 1 was still in the suhurbs when I lnct Lord Tyrone com- 
ing to coI1cct mc in an clegant anti beautiful cxriagc drawn by six grey horses. 

This estate. one ol' the finest in Ireland. lies ten miles from Waterlord. I t  w~ i s  
grmtctl to Kobcrt Ic Pichct. o r  Ic Poer, by Henry I1 to whom he also entrusted rhe 
governmenr of Wnterfortl. One of rhc dircct tlcsccndonrs ol' this Robert le Pocr. one 
Richard le Poer. was made Baron Ic Pocr of Curraghmore in 1535. Another Ic Pocs 
was created Viscount of the Dccies and Count ot'Tyrone 011 rhc 9rh Ocrober 1b7.3. 
The only female heir of this illustrioi~s family married a Mr Beresford, who was 
crc~itcd Count of Tyrone by George 1 in 1746. The present Lord Tyrone was born 
of this murriuge.' 

We reached CUI-1-aghmorc quire early. and rhe weather was fair enough to allom 
11s to go for ti vcry plcasanr walk throi~gh rhc VilSt vegetable gardens along the river 
C'lodagh which flows through Lord Tyrone's park. This wcll kept park is possibly 
the largest in England. Scorlmd ant1 Ireland. Lord Tyrone assul-ed nlc that ro fol- 
low all of rhc paths one would have to cover 2S Irish milcs. which arc longer rhan 
English miles, each being half a lirrw (10 poslo in France." Whal adds to the bcaury 
of the esratc in Curraghmorc is the fact that in a country whcrc woodland is very 
scarce. rhcsc arc around ~ h c  mansion 1,400 Irish acres ol' beautifully growing tim- 
ber. ' 

The mansion itself, alrhough not as bcauriful as rhvsc of C'asrlerown and 
Courtown, has a superb courtyard and the interior of the main building is very 
finely decorated. The previous Lady Tyrone was a woman of vcry good rasre. The 
mosr beautiful pieces ol' furnirurc and pleasant tlccor in rhe apartments arc her 
work. She has also builr in u litrle grove. nor far l'ro~n the main house. an octagonal 
pavilion, the interior of which is covered with shells. These were collected at great 
expense and placed by herself during 108 days of work. Everything is matching 
and well designed in this collection, Her son has preserved rhis monumenr and has 
had a srarue o l  his morher sculpted in white marble placed ins ide .She  is now in 
rhc midst of one of her creations. The sculplor was very successful, so I have 
heard. in extracting from a beauriful block of marble a noble and well psoportioncd 
figure. 

Lord Tyrone is going lo erecr on top of one of [he hill in his park another monu- 
ment to perperilare the memory of' an awfd  loss he suffered last year in the person 

-1 Thevenin was de Bumhclle's servant. 
5 Lord Tyrunc was crcarctl Marquess 01. Wart-rt'ortl in I7S9. 
(1 A l i o i ~ c ,  tlc po.stc - a league. approxinlarcly 4km.  One Irish ~iiilc was 1.25 Statute 

miles. 
7 A n  Irish ncrc was 1.62 Suture acl-css. 
S The sculpror was John v a n  No\ ( .  rcspon\iblc for many funerary ~non~~menrs  i n  

Irclnnd. 1760- 1780. 
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of his eldest son." This child was nearly fourteen years of age and promised to bc 
as attractive in his chaructcr as in his charming appearance. While riding his horse 
hc juinpcd over n fence. fell und split his head. His portrait now is to be seen on 
the mantelpiece in the sitting room. and also in a charming ~niniaturc in his father's 
pocket. It is engraved too in the heart and the memory of everyone who knew this 
charming young man. Lord Tyrone told me about him with tears in  his cyc. 
although 1 would have wished that he didn't add that the son who succeeded as heir 
as a result of the loss h ~ ~ d  bccomc as good looking us his brother. How can therc be 
any compensation for such a loss? 

Shortly aftcr we arrived, five or six gentlemen from across the mountains in 
county Cork ruached Curragh~nore. Many such idle people spend a grcut part of 
the ycar doing the rounds of the great houses in thcir province. and sometimcs 
even go to fecd nt  tables further afield! In this part of Iseland thcy arc welcomed 
with their horses, thcir dogs and thcir servants. In cxchangc for the finc food they 
~rcc ive ,  and the winc which has to be supplied to them in ample quantities, they 
support the opinions o f  the nobieman who has the best table, the best cellar and 
who gives them the best welcome. This is also what makes i t  infinitely morc 
cspcnsivc for rich Englishmen and Irish landowners to live in the country ar; 
opposed to London or Dublin. 

The 16th 
Since yesterday we have had beautiful weather, wh'ich in  Francc we call St. 
Martin's Surn~ner . '~  As wc are still unable to find a vessel to return to England. I 
am very forrunate to bc able to stay on such a mapnificcnt estate, surrounded by a 
great quantity of these trees which keep their leaves all year round. The enjoyment 
of this beautiful season is prolonged thanks to the bright shining sun. After lunch 
everyone retircd to the grrrdcns as if it was thc month of Junc. 

Because of the finc weather, I was disappointed that Lord Tyrone did not take 
;111 open carriage for the journey wc took together. Hc brought mc SOLIT miles t'rom 
his home to a little town beautifully built on the right bank ol' the river Suir, and 
which is called Cmick ,  n name which Ineuns in the Irish Inng~~agc "a castle built 
on a s teep  hi l l" .  We f ind in this  count ry  many p laces  s imilurly named:  
Carrickfergus, Carrick-on-Shannon. Carrick near Wexfol-d, and many others." 

C'assick-on-Suir was one of the first of the cstutes to bcloag &u the house of 
Butler in Ireland, the head of  which was called the Count o f  Carrick bcfore rccciv- 
ing the title of Ornrond. Mr de Butler ... is still lord of thc old castle in Carrick. m d  
has a magnificent estate in the neighbourhood. Thc castle which is memt to be still 
Iiabitablc, has a charming view over the mountains of Waterford, Kilkennp and 
Tippxmy, i n  which county Cxrick is sitl~atcd. Thc areit ol' Tippcrasy o n  the banks 



of the Suir offers expanses of fertile and well cultivated lands when you view i t  
from the tops of the niountains which dominate the oppositc banks of the river. 
The area is commancicd by four beautiful castles which are very close to each 
other. The best kept of these as regards exterior architecture was built by the last 
Archbishop of Cashcl. This seat which is the third in importance of the four 
Archdioceses in Ireland is in Cashel. The fact that this town today is reduced to 
bOO or 700 houscs is remarkable because it was once the residcnce of the Kings of 
Munster. Many of these princes hllowed the example of Cortnac, the tbunde~. of' 
the cathedral, by uniting the power of the church and the ruling families. 

Returning to Carrick, this little town is populated by an estimated 10,000 souls. 
even though I find i t  hard to believe given its small size.'? Its inhabitants owe to the 
Duke of Ormond the estnl~lishment o f  the manufacture of fabric of different 
weights, and of very good quality. Since then they have applied themselves to the 
manut'acture of ratinc which is equally successfill. Two squadrons of cavalry have 
a good barracks in the town. The suburbs on the right bank of the river contain thc 
ruins of u clwrch. f o ~ ~ n d e d  by the Teniplars, but which was never completed.'-' 

On the way back from Carrick, Lord Tyrone showed me on the left: in county 
Kilkenny, a chain of mountuins which give their name to that distinguished old 
family of which Monsieur Scrrant Wulsh is u descendent. He has been given com- 
mand of the Irish rcgilnent which bears his name, despite all the things which havc 
bccn said against his origins.'-' 

The 17th 
Our "Country Gentlenien" departed this morning. One of them was able to save 
himself Srom drowning a few years ago by his strength, his courage, his swimming 
skills and his quick thinking. His ship sailing from Bristol to Cork was wrccked in 
the darkncss of the night. The ship was  bout three miles fro111 thc coast, and he 
was unablc to scc it. He took a chance and threw hiniself into thc sea and was 
strong enough to I-cuch land: the only one to survive the fury of the waters. The 

12 Thc popularion of Carrick in 1799 was 10.207. Scc J. S. Carroll, (1982), "C'cnsus of 
Carrick on Suir, 1799" Drcirs, 21, pp. 29-3 1 : and L. A. Clarkson, ( 1987) ' / ' / lo dorl~og- 
r-c/phj c!f C~I-rick on Srri,: 1799, (Dublin: PRIA). 

13 Hombcllcs probably means Carrickbug Franciscan Friary which was foundetf i n  
1336. Thc building was never finished, Patrick C. Power, ( I W O )  Histor:), o,j 

IVcrtc~r:fir-el ('it! rrrlcl Cor~r~ty. (Dublin: WIercier Press) p. 90. 
14 Count Antoinc Joscph Philippe de Walsh-Serrant was commanding officer of the 

Kc~imcnt of Wnlsh in thc Irish Hrigadc. There were mmours that he had no connec- 
tions with the exiled Walsh family who fled to Froncc in  1691, and was i n  fact rhc 
son of a trader called Sicur Wash tiom Catli~. Al'ter the Kevolution in France in 17SC) 
he left France and served with the British army. The Kegiment o f  Walsh was 
renamed the 9311~1 Rc$nicnt. John Cornelius O'Callnghnn, ( 1968) History (?f  tlrr I t - i . 4  
R~.i,qoclc,.s in  tllc .sor.lYc.c o/'I~r(rrlcc~. (Dublin: Irish University Press), pp. 04-7: scc also 
Liam Sword\ .  (1989) Tlzr Gr-i~rt~ Cocktrtlr: Tlrr It-i.\.h it1 the L'r-cnch K c ~ ~ ) l ~ r t i o ~ r  
(D~~hlin: Glendalc Prcss). p. 63. 



peculiar aspect of this story was that while swimming, the buttons of his sleeves 
were annoying him. He therefore pulled them off, but he didn't lose the111 as he 
kept thcrn in his mouth. 

I hail a great desire to return to Watcrfcml today to see if it would be possible to 
get u ship. but Lortl Tysonc insisted so sincerely on me staying again at his house 
that I c v ~ ~ l d n ' t  bring myself to refuse. The weather was pleasant, and we went 
around his park. Our horses werc goins at n good puce, but i t  took us a good Sour 
hours. 

On returning from this outing we Sound an cxccllcnt dinner following thc 
French custom, apart from a few English dishes which were quite good to try. Lord 
Tyrone has our best French wines. Lady Tysonc is polite ant1 sccms to be as easy 
going as she is a ~ o o d  mother. " 

Aftcs dinner we pluyctf until supper, which is servccl three l~ours after Icaving 
the table. In this short interval, an Irishnian manages t o  consume cups of tea. cof- 
See and bread and buttcr without difficulty. Apples arc also providctl while playing, 
and are eaten to keep the n lo~~t l i  Sresh. I havc ol'ten f':~vo~~rahly co~iimentctl on this 
custom. but i t  still astonishes me. What one cannot admirc h o w v c r  is the extraor- 
dinary amount of time that the greatest part of  this nation wastcs at thc tahlc in 
what is callcd "good company". This is to be sccn even among the lower classes. 

The 18th at Waterford 
Lord Tysonc would not allow me to return to Waterford alone, but seeing me clcter- 
mined to rcturn there to wait for u ship, he brought me back in his carriage. He also 
rcco~n~ncnclcd mc to ail the people who W O L I I ~  bc able to niakc arrangcnients for 
n ~ y  crossing, and to make the waiting less boring. Hc introduced me to the Bishop, 
a n  elderly man hugcly respected in this country. and who i~iimccliutely welcomed 
me in the same pleasant n1alu-w as Lord Tyrone. 

Alier taking leave of this honest nobleman, I strollecl Sor the rest of the day o n  
the quay and t h r o ~ ~ g h  thc very dirty stl-cets 01' WaterSord. I saw many slaughter 
houses for cattlc which were to be salted. This trade is very well developed here, 
as well ;IS the export of butter. Thcrc werc several vessels loadcd with this food. 
One of them was from Lisbon. TIicrc use also two sugar refineries. one at each end 
of the town. I was shown thc lasgcst of these where they follow exactly thc same 
procedures as in any othcr rcf'inesy. 

The sailors have given Ine hope that between now and tomorrow a ship will 
an-ivc, but it '  so the wind bringing i t  in  will havc to change to allow us to leave. 
O t h e ~  passengers share my impatience, and thcir numbcr will scducc my cliiu~ces 
of being comfort:lbly acco~nmodatcd in a little ship which I would n o  longer h a w  
Sol- myself. 

The 19th 
I'coplc rise earlier in Waterford than in other lowns in Ireland. I t  wasn't cight 
o'clock yet when the Bishop callcd at my door, and half an hour later he sent back 
his carriage to have mc ctriven to breakkist in his house where I found a lot of peo- 



plc had garhered. Mr Newcome was previously Hishop of Kilkenny. but sincc he 
has a large family, all of whom arc girls with the exception of one son, he prctcn-cd 
the scat of LVarcl-ford which is worth 800 Louis more alrhough i t  is less prestigious 
than thar of Kilkenny. whew rhe bishop nominares two members of parliament. 
The Bishop of Kilkenny also has the power to proiride fol- his children by appoinr- 
ing lhcm to posirions in rlie church. 

The C~LII-cl i  is ;is good here as i r  is in France and demands n o  sacl-ificcs 01' its 
rninistcrs, many ol' whom arc seen ar all f'orms of social entel-rainmcnts mcl at pub- 
lic spectacles! 

Mr Ncwcomc has only one arm. I r  is said rhat in his young courting clays this 
arm was caught in a clool- anel was pulled off by a jealous husband. Since then he 
lias found 21-ace, but knowing who his pupil was, this grace W:IS not passcd on, 
sincc he hael been Mr Fox's tutol-. This pupil who clisringuishcs himsell' more by his 
tnlcnrs than his piety lookccl after MI- Ncwcomc's fortune. and iVIr Ncwconie owecl 
him his diocese." 

After breakfast I went to see a glass I'actory which has heen establishccl lor one 
year in Waterford. I t  is so successful [hat i r  recently sent to St. Luci:~ alone 2.000 
Louis worth of pieces. The isle 01' St. Lucia. as well as rhosc which have been 
rcturnecl (to France) by the peace trenry of late is allowed ro receive (English) 
goods i~nril rhe 1st ol' March ncxt year."' 

The people 01' WL1terl'orcl ;~ r c  prejucliced in I'avoi~r of ever-yrhing made hcrc. and 
say that rhcir new glass Sacrosy is far superior to all rhose 01' Dublin. I do not share 
their opinion. bur rhis may be [lie case afler u whilc once rhc worken. who arc 
:iIrc:~cly clilitc good. will have improved o n  Ihejr skills. 

When I I-crur-ned home I found rhe caprain ol'an English \csscl who ol'lkrcd ro 
rrnnsport me across lo Swansea, a m a l l  port on the Bristol Channel. I was very 
~ n ~ ~ c h  re~nprect by this offer. 2nd immcclialcly went to see his ship, which was 
anchorccl near the Jcrty :it Passage. I t  would have suitcd me, h r  rhc caprain who 
\ v x  a chirrlish rildc fellow whom nobody knows in Waterford. asked such a I-iclicu- 
Ioi~sIy high price that everyone udviscil me lo wait for rhc packer boar. i r  being 
si~f'cr ;ind 1;istcs ;ind bcltc1- cquippccl Sol- Ihc comforl of passengers. 

The lirrle [own ol' Passage covers a small beach bclwccn rhe river Suir and thc 
steep rocks which thre:ircn thc rools of some of the houses. This [own. five miles 
from Waterford, ncal-cr rhc moiirh ol'tlic sivcr towards rhc sea, is near an excellent 
:~ncho~-agc for larger vessels. One of rhe King's men-of-war and rwo cutters were ar 
:inchol- rhis morning uncl ships of rlie Royal Navy are always srationccl in thcsc 
parts lo cornbar the smi~gglcrs. Passage is majnly populated by cusroms officers. 



Back in town I wcnt for dinner at the honic of Mr San~uel  Newport, whose fam- 
ily settled in this country after Ieaving Holland ~ ~ n d c r  the reign of King William. 
The Newport gentlemen arc thc richest tracicrs in Waterford. When thcy arrived in 
Ireland they fin1 lived in Clttrrick. but since then thcy have scttled in a town more 
suitable to the sixe of their business. Mrs Newport hails from London. She is quite 
pretty and clugant and follows the latest fashion in both cosmetics and clothes. 
However, she sccms convincccl, and with reason, that the money spent in 
Waterford is lost. Compared with the capital of England, she finds the dimensions 
of Waterford as s~nnll antl as narrow as those of her husband. This very good 
young man has a11 the prctensions of an idiot. He bclicvcs thc he can sing like an 
angel. and delighted Inc with two songs which he rentlcrcd as gracefully as his 
conversation!" 

From his house I wcnt with his wifc to the thcatre where a comic opera was 
being performed. The main arias were sung by a pretty girl with a charming voice. 
but her cxcellcnt talent was marrcd by her ridiculous gestures. The remainder of 
the cast was ~.eally abominable. and yct were chcerect, the a~~tl icnce showing how 
little thcy knew about IIILIS~C when thcy encored a clu:irtct which I'roni beginning to 
cnd had bccn o ~ ~ t  of tune, antl the s i n p - s  were out of tempo with the orchestra. 

The 20th at Ballycannon ( I W I ~ ~  Hallycanvan] 
A few priests in Ireland have the opulence of o ~ ~ r  richest priests in Normmcly." 
'Thc priest in Curraghmorc is onc of' the main beneficiaries of the country. As a 
consequence he only lives in his parish in Summer. In Winter he has i t  lookcci after- 
by a curate, and so he livcs in warmer conditions in Waterford. This priest. to 
who~n  Idorcl Tyrone recom~ncntlctl me, came to collect me this morning in a I'inc 
and beautiful carriage. and we cirovc to Mr Bolton's. onc of' the members of parlia- 
ment and one of' those citizens whose actions antl ~~ndertaliings benefit the co~~n t sy  
they live in. 

Mr Bolton who a fen1 years ago inherited 3,500 L o ~ ~ i s  Jcl't to him by his father, 
has since then used up all his money to improve his land sitmtect ncar the river 
Suir. oppositc the conflucnce of thc Nore antl the Barrow. Making the most of this 
fortunate and pleasant situation. he is building the foundations of a house which 
will be charming antl handy to all the manufacturing enterprises which hc estab- 
lished in a recently constructed small town. to which he gavc his name, antl which 
is attracting large crowds of settlers. Mr Bolton has embarkcd upon a project not us 
cxtensive as that of Mr Brookc in Prosperous, and is much more s~~ccessl id.  

He is also building a good harbour where the packet boats from Wateri'orcl stop. 
'The inn he established is already profitable with thc abundance of passengers and 
their satisfaction i n  finding such excellent lodgings either when arriving from 
England or waiting for the packet boats to sail. Mr Bolton will also erect a cotton 

17 The Ncwport's were a pronlincnt Waterlbrd liinlily involved in colnnlercc, bankiny 
antl local politics, see Patrick C. Powcr. Hisrory 01. IV~l/trrr~r:/i)rul pp. 320-21 

18 11 WilS witlcly bclicvccl in I?IXIICC Ihal pric\t\; 1'1.0111 Nor~il;~lidy ~ C I . C  g r ~ d y !  



mill. All thcse buildings sccm to cost more than their undertaker can afford. but 
everyone M J ~ O  knows Mr Bolton, and how intelligent and efficient he is, has the 
greatest confidence in his financial abilities. ' "  

Aftcr seeing all his businesses, we went to see another much larger one, and in 
the opinion of many people one of the errors of Lord Temple's administn~tion.'" I t  
is a new town seven rnilcs from Waterford on the right bank o f  the Suir, built to 
house the rc f~~gccs  Srom Geneva. The hoilsing being built for them will cost one 
million French pounds. For that SLIIII, the government is having 70 houscs built, all 
of the same design, which will be rcudy nexl y c x  They will be distributed in eight 
even blocks and will makc up u square, with at its centre a statue of Lord Temple. 
There will be eight stl-ccts opening onto this square. I t  is very doubtful however 
that i t  will evcr be built. or inhabited by anyone fsom Gencva. If rhcre aren't :IS 

many rcfugecs as announced by their deputies, they will be replaced by workess 
who can be recruited from anywhere else. That is why they arc delaying giving the 
namc "New Geneva" to a place which was decided on and is bcing built o n  the 
perilous word of people who don't deserve much trust. Lord Tyrone, president of 
the commission which was created for this purpose was telling me over the past 
fcw days that if all the people expected to conic to I r e l d  from Geneva are like 
those he has had to deal with, i t  will be ;I small loss for Ciencva ~und a small gain 
indeed Sor the Kingdom of Ireland! 

Strolling along the banks of the Suir I had the pleasure of witnessing the arrival 
of the packet boat that will bring LI!: across. The captain promised us that wind pcr- 
mitring he would sail on the Sollowing day. I was full of' hope and quite happy 
when I returned to town, where the Bishop was expecting me for dinner. Many 
people attended the meal, which was followed by an asse~nbly of the most beauti- 
S L I ~  ladies in Waterford, and I left this wonderful company to sleep in the country at 
Mr Bolton's where I am closer to the packet boat. 

The 21st at sea 
Mr Bolton, :lfter entertaining rnc with his conversation, which is as interesting as 
his house is good in all respects, brought me at midday to the harbour, and the 
packet boat sailed away at half past two. The weather is too nice to hope for strong 
winds. Our departure was like a pleasure trip. 

One league from Checkpoint we passed under the cannon at Duncannon Fort, 
an old custlc which is kept by invalids, and is opposite New Geneva. A little 

I9 In 1796, nnothcr French visitor to Watcrfortl was imprcsscd by rhc progress made by 
rhcsc venlures at Checkpoint, sec Dr Lutocnayc. (1985) A ~ ' r c ~ r ~ c l ~ n r t r r ~ ' ~  rvtrlk thla~rglr 
Ir~clrirril, 1796-97, (Brlhst: The Blncksraff Press). p. 66. Cornelius Bolton con-  
rilcncecl building Faithlcgg Housc in 1733. Howcvcr, his lnanufacturing ventures 
cvcntuully Sailed, and in 1810 he sold his propcrty in Faithlegg. Scc Henry F. Morris. 
(1992), 'The principd inhabitants of county Waterford in 1746'. in  William Nolan 
and Thomas P. Power, (eds) Wirtrrfi~r-(1 Histors irrlil S o c i ~ t y ,  (Dublin: Geography 
Publications), p. 3 16. 

20 Lord Teinplc was Viccroy o f  1rel:und. 
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beforehand a young person of rather ~~nfortunate looks had c o ~ n c  on board from 
Passage. She is from MJalcs and had come to Irclancl to marry a young man who 
had "committed an indiscretion". These marriages are commonpl:tcc in England. 
Pcopic t r ~ ~ v e l  to Scotland or Ireland whcrc there are priests who are k n o t v n  to 
marry people without difficulty, and without being bound by law to clcmand the 
wise fonnalitics which precede our unions. 

We have o n  board another lady who has been pr-operly marricd for six weeks to 
it small gcntlcniun who seems to bc wry  much in love with hel-, but his urtcntions 
rcceivc a small cvclcome! This lady, her husband, three other gentlemen anel 
myself are forced to sleep in the same cabin. To cheer us up from being in such 
confinecl and unco~iifortablc conclitions in which we find our-selves. the captain 
promised LIS that we L V O L I I ~  C ; I ~  lunch in Wales tomorrow. 

The night fell after we met at the sandbar three ships of the King ol' Englancl. 
This bar is the only obstacle one encounters in sailing large vcsscls from the high 
sca into Watcrfonl. At low tidc i t  is covcrcti by only thirteen feet of water. At high 
tide any ship can sail through safcly. 

The 2nd 
We were stoppctl half way by a dead calm from between midnight to elcven 
o'clock the following night. My travelling companions of both sexes spcnt that 
time in their beds moming. vomiting and sleeping. I urn feeling well enough to eat 
as if I were o n  land. and to rest in my berth. Sleep would have made the time pass 
faster if I hadn't bcncath me the cruellest snorer who ever existecl. Whenever he 
interrupted his I ~ L I S ~ C  i t  was to turn around in Lhc narrow space in which he was 
enclosed. I could feel each of his movements, as onc ltels a cut arching his bock 
undcr oncs chair! 

People con~plain about our great number of writers and their mediocrity. The 
English, the Scots antl the Irish are no less eager to write than our French people. 
An apothecary from Dungarvan has published four volumes of the history 01' 
Kerry, Cork and Waterford. His work has sold well because of the self-pride of the 
indivicluals named in it. I read the volume on Waterford, because the reading. how- 
cvcr uninteresting, was much better than the never-ending contemplation of  the 
waves antl thc fog o n  the horizon the whole day.?' 

This history o f  Waterford is one more proof that cities, much like people. often 
have false reputations. The motto of the town is Url~.s Iilttrctrr ~Mrr i z r t  and i t  would 
have taken a lot for i t  to have kept its virginity as well as i t  is described in  this 
motto. I f '  in the 15th century i t  refused to recognisc the impostors Lanibcrt Simnel 
and Perkin Warbeck, James didn't find the same respect for his rights among the 



citizens of Waterford.:? His viceroy. Mountjoy had to forcc the "untouched" city to 
open its gates. Whcn the Mayor ob-iccted. saying that the city was dispensed froni 
I-ccciving troops by a Charter granted by King .lohn. Moun!joy threatened to cut 
King John's Charter with King James's sword i f  the Muyos and cirizcns didn't obey 
o n  the spot. He also stated that he \voultl s:tnsnck the city from top to bottom and 
would ensurc that nothing would ever grow again there. Waterford surrendered 
whcn 1'~tcc.d with the forcc ol' this language and thc troops backing it. 

Charles 1 had given back to WaterSorcI its for~ncr  privileges in exchange for 
C3.000 stcsling paid into his treasury, and thc old motto 0 r B . s  Irltuc.ttr ~ t l m e t  was 
kcpt. Some old opinions on virtues in rhc world are held onto sornchow; one ncvcr 
knows how. 

If '  my children ever travel to Ireland and would likc more clctails o n  the history 
of Waterfol-d. they will find them with my apothecary from Dungarvan whose 
book 1 have brought with nic. Wh~tt this gcntlcmnn, who died u fcw years itgo, was 
riot able to say was tl ikt t  this town incrcuscs daily in sizc. i~nd that its tradc siricc the 
last witr has become important enough f o r  some busincssn~cn to amass large for- 
tunes. What diminishes this prosperity however is their taste for luxury. 

Whcn I lcl't. the town of Waterford was rejoicing in the news that war had bccn 
tlccl;u.ccl bctween the E~npcror and the Dutch." Ships bearing thc flags of Austria 
and the Unitccl Provinces will not bc able to sail the scas as lrecly as those of 
Ircland resulting in the doubling of' profits from salt beef in tlic towns of Cork and 
Waterl'ortl, w!~csc this is the main tradc. 

Around (7 a.m. the wind which had been weak and blowing I'ro~n thc wrong 
tlircction si!icc midnight, tu~.nccl in 011s fa\~oi~r .  and a Sew ho~11.s later we saw the 
two lights which indicate the cntrancc to  milf ford Haven. 

22 Lambcrt Sinmcl and Perking Warbcck wcrc two pretcnciers tu ~ h c  English thnmc. 
War-hcck laid siege to Wa(crSord in 1495. 

23 'Thc "Einpc~-o~-" rcfcrrcd !o here is  hat of (tic Holy Ko~nan l~hiipirc. 



Some Aspects of Lemuel Cox's Bridge 

Introduction 
S THE 3rd Millennium approaches, Waterford City still awaits its second and 

A v i t  a 11 y necessary bridge over the deep and swift-flowing River Suir. A cam- 
paign 1:unchcd by Wutcrt'ord Corporation, Watcrl'ord Chamber of Commerce and 
various business interests, initiated ovcr twenty >cars ago, has rcsultecl in some 
progress, but prcscnt clay predictions indicate that the project, including the neccs- 
sary provision and upgrading of the C'o1.k-Watcrford-Rnsslarc toacts with tho 
Waterhrd-Limerick and Waterford-Kilkenny roads ncar the city. should be con-  
pleted by the year 201 5 A.D.. well into the 3rd Millenniu~n of Jesus Christ. Many 
re:tticrs of these words may not see the day! 

'Tho absence of any bridgc ovcr the Suir at Waterford l'or Inmy centuries may 
be scmarkable. but aside from thc physical considerations of thc depth and breadth 
of the river we must remember that in nlcdieval times the city was occupied first 
by Norsemen, then by Welsh-Normans, then by English merchants, then h y  
Cromwellian adventurers. Operating as a military and trading oi~tpost and with 
the English Kings' charters as authority the inhabitants saw the rivcr as both the 
lifeline and at the same time part of' the city's dcfcnccs. 

Surro~~ntlctl by walls it was also protected by the rivcr on the north side, with 
St. John's rivcr and extensive marshes on the south and west sides. Indeed the 
only bridge in medieval Waterford for which there is evitlcnce is St. John's bridge. 
I t  curried John Street, then the main approach to the city, over John's river and 
through the city gate. I t  is the old bridgc referred to in a grant of John Earl of 
Morton dating from not later than 1199, in which he gave to the hospital of St. 
John in  Waterford 'the water opposite the church of St. Catherine (John's rivcr) as 
far ;IS tho old bridgc'. 

The Ferries 
Waterford however was well scrved by fcrries linking the north and south bmks of 
the Suir. These wcre at Passage East. at the city and at Grannagh. 'The ferry at 
Waterford is of  great antiquity and its existence with the rights and privileges 
attaching to i t ,  had to be taken into consideration in any attempt at providing a 
bridge. Tlw GI-etrr Ptitu,ht/ze/~t Hook of' Wt~ict;ji)lrl C'otpotxiriotl discloses that in 
1574, in return for an annual payment of four pence, each inhabitant of the city 
together with the members of his household had 'rights of passage in thc Fcrrie 
Boate'. 'The Council Books of the Corporation of Waterford 1662- 1700. eclitcd by 
the late Seamus Pcnder, have n u n ~ c r ~ u s  references to thc payment of ferriage. In 
1693 the ferry was part of the forfeited cstatc o f  James Evcrard who was attainted 
for high treason in the 1690 rebellion and who fled to Frunce. King William 111 





by letters patent dated 13th June 1494 madc a grant of lands antl vxtecn Irish fer- 
ries. including Watcl-f~rd, to J a m s  Roche.' 

Early Bridging of the River Suir 
Thcrc is no firm evidence ol' any permanent bridge across thc river prior to Le~nuel 
Cox's oaken structure of 1793. No surviving maps of rnedicval \Vaterford show 
any trace of a bridgc across the Suir, nor docs thc famous painting of NJaterford in 
17.36 by Der Hagen, hanging in City Hall's Council Chamber. Charles Smith 
in his 7'110 / f r / i / io /~ /  t ~ / l t l  I 'I.~~.YPII! S!( I !O o/ ' / I io ( ' o i ~ ~ z ! ~ '  cr11d Ci!) '  r t f  I M I ~ ~ I ~ O I Y I ,  published 
1746, wort 'Some ;~CCOLIIIIS ~ncntion ;i bridge to havc stood I'orlnerly ovcs the Suir, 
Icuciing fl-on-I the city to thc county 01' Kilkcnny. which must have been n o  orhcr 
than :I wooden one. I have been informed that not many years since, there have 
been several piles and other pieces of this work discovered in the rivcr; when i t  
was crcctctl no  certain account can be given. nor is i t  known at what time i t  was 
demoIished'. 

Thornas Covey. in a booklet entitled A ,srhlwne,/itr hrriltlir~g tr hr-irlgc, trcr-oss rlrr 
.Srrii f i t  Mrturfitrd (which was printed and published by Esther Crawley 1Zr Son at 
rhc 'Euclid's Head' in Peter Street. Waterford in 1770) stated rhat the Danes ma4 
have constructed a wooden bridgc, which opinion he based on fragtnents found in 
the b d  of the river consisting of some piles and framed timber. Edlnond Downcy 
in his Wtrrerfi:d1s Hrir1,qr.s. (printed and published by the Wrtrtfortl News Lki. 
OConnell Street in 1923) attributes these remnants to 'the temporary bridge which 
the Cromwellians threw across the r i v a  in IMY. whcn they nllrl~kcJ thc city Srom 
the northern side'. 

1)owncy wrote that 'a hritlgc appeared to have existed in 1690 when it was 
strengthened to carry the army antl carriages (of William Ill) to reduce Waterford'. 
In  a petition ro rhc Crown dated Noveniber 19th 1697, according to Downey. J o h n  
Newport o S  this city claimed some forfeited land on the plea that he had 'suppliccl 
the timber to make up [Re broken bridge over the river Suir'. 

In thc C.'r.)rrncil Books r!f the Corpor-trliorr r!/' Wcr!ol,fi)rrl 1662- 1700 (aforemen- 
tioned) there is no mention whatcvcr ol' the cxixtcncc of' a Suir bridge. 111 the 
absence therefore of creditable documental-y cvidcncc us to thc existence of n 
medieval bridge, we incline to the v j e w  oC thc Kcv. K.H. Ryland, in his Hisfor?, 
Kopogrtrpl!\, ciirtl A/~/ic/iri!io.s ( ! / ' the  C'orr/l!)$ r r d  t~'iry o / '  Wutcyfimi, published 1824, 
when hc stated that ' i n  fos111cr times i r  was c a n d c s c d  too vast an attempt to erect a 
bridge ovcr a s iwr 01' such dcpth and brcadth ux rhc sivcr of Waterford: from these 
and other circumstances we deduce that no attempt was made before that which 
has so fortunately succccdcd' (Cox's bridge o f  179.7) 

I .  James Roche: known as 'Kochc thc S\vimmcr3 from an incident in 1689 whcn as ;I 

Captain in Cicncral Kirk's army at the relief ol' Ilcrry, hc s w m  up the rivcr Foylc 
from the ships [ha( \wrc held up by i1 boom. to inhrm the beleugucrctl citizcns t h ~ t  
help was on the way .  Thc valuc ol' the \V;~trrlor-d ferry was top  ol' [he list of sistccn 
a l o ~ ~ g  wilh Kinsdc.  at [he annual  rcnr to thc C'ro\vn 01' f4.IO.O: Wcxl'orcl was \,aluctl 
at f3 .  13.4, iSw Jioss a[ f2.0.0. Passage nt 15s.O. niil I h ~ ~ g x v a n  ut 810. 
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The nearest bl-idge to W:iterli~rcl that we arc certain existed is an old stone struc- 
tusc at Carrick-On-Suir built circa 1360 under an Edward 111 Charter of Murage 
ant1 Pontage and which replaced an exisring wooden bridge. The present old 
britlge at Can-ick was built cisco 1447 by Edmund MacRichurti Butler of Carrick 
Castle. 

Carrick-On-Suir therefore as guarding the rivcr crossing nearest the sea, and rhe 
gateway for trade and military Sorccs from Lcinsrer into Munstcr, was a fortified 
town and held by the Royalists under ivlqjor Taaff and Lord Inchiquin during the 
Cromwellian invasion of 1639. I t  was essential that the town be taken m c l  for this 
~ L I I - P O S ~  Cromwcll sent ahead from New Ross twelve troops of horse undcr Col. 
Reynolds and Major Ponsonby, on 17th November 1b49. This was duly nccom- 
plishcd and Cromwcll with his army of 3,000 Ironsides crossed thc Suir on 23rd 
November. marchcd along the south bunk und uppcared b e h r c  the Citadel at 
Waterford. h o v e  Thomas's Hill on 24th November: 

Cox's Bridge at Waterford 
After the Cromwellian plantation following 1652 and the ending of the disastrous 
Jacobite wars in 1691, Waterford's fortunes as a trading city slowly began to risc 
again. Hard-headed Cromwcllians had become associated into the business and 
trading lifc of the city and the next century saw an increase in exports from the 
poll. espccinlly ugricultur-al and dairy psoduce. MJith the advent of u peaceful 
ireland iund the gradual opening-up of the country, the necessity of u bridge ovcr 
the Suir at Waresfol-d bccnme more pressing and in 1786 after meetings oS the 
Mayor, Shcriffs and Burgesses, x n  Act of Parliuncnt was obtained for the purpose 
of building a toll bridgc. Thc difficulties i n  dealins with thc fcrry proprietors 
whose intcresrs were safcguardecl by 10 sections of  the Act delayed proceedings 
and i t  was seven years before rransactions were concluded. The "Ferry or Passage 
commonly culled the Ferry of FVatcrford and thc ships and landing places on each 
sidc ol' the ri\cr" became the propcrty of the new Bridge Commissioners, a group 
ot' private citizens who had seized the initiative from the Corporation. As reported 
in the \4+trotfi)trl H r l r d d  of 20th December 1792, Cornelius Grogan of Johnstown 
Castle, Co. Wexforcl, the last ferry proprietor, was paid the sum of El 31000.00 (20 
years purchase of the average net rcceiprs over 14 pears). The rinnual quit rent o f  
f4.10.0 to the Crown was subsequently extinguished in 1829 by the single pay- 
ment of f.lO9.12.6d. The year 1792 saw a number of newspaper comments about 
the proposed bridgc. Wtltot:fbtd H ~ t ~ i l t l ' . ~  edition of 16th May called for the con- 
stmction of a bridge over the Suir similar to that in Derry and in November a frc- 
qucnt correspondent to the same newspaper's columns Dr Jnrncs St John wrote 
proposing u statue of Strongbow to adorn the new bridgc! 

The Commissioners raised the money to construct the bridge. and purchase rhe 
fcrry rights, by the sale of ):I00 debentures. realising E30,000. the inrerest of which 
was to be paid out of bridgc tolls. Thc MCitc~~-jO~ul Hrt-trltl edition of 2nd February 
1793 reportul that the subscription list for the new bridge was dcclared full. 
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Mcanwhile the fame of Lemucl Cox, thc American bridge-builder, had reached 

the city of Wtcrford, following his completion of an oaken bridge over the river 
Foy lc at Dcssy in 179 1 at a cost of £ 1  6,594. 1 refer the readcr to Geoffrey Sutton's 
cxcellent essay in D r c i ~ s  48 of autumn 1993. entitled Miterford Bridge /793-l9Il, 
wherein he deals with Cox's career and details thoroughly the building of the 
bridge. Resulting 1.ro1n his rescarches Mr. Sutlon was able to construct a sculc 
model o f  the fit~noi~s bridge. Two plaques affixed to the ccntral pic1 had the lid- 
lowing inscriptions: 

A YEAR RENDERED SACRED 
TO NATIONAL PROSPERITY 

BY THE EXTINCTION OF RELIGIOUS DIVISIONS. 
THE FOUNDATION OF THIS BRIDGE WAS LAID, 

AT THE EXPENSE OF ASSOCIATED INDlVIDUALS 
UNlTED BY PARLIAMENTARY GRANTS, 

BY SIR JOHN NEWPORT, BART. 
CHAIKMAN OF THEIR COMMITTEE. 

MR. LEMUEL COX, 
4 NATIVE OF BOSTON, IN AMERICA, 

ARCHITECT. 

ON THE THIRTIETH DAY OF APRIL, 1703. 
THIS BRIDGE WAS BEGUN. 

ON THE EIGHTEENTH OF JANUARY. 1704. 
IT WAS OPENED FOR THE PASSAGE OF CARRIAGES. 

IT IS 832 FEET IN LENGTH, 40 IN BREADTH, 
CONSISTING OF STONE ABUTMENTS 
AND FORTY SETS OF PIERS OF OAK. 

THE DEPTH OF WATER AT LOWEST EBB TIDES 37 FEET. 

THIS WORK WAS COMPLETED, AND THE FERRY PURCHASED, BY SUB- 
SCRIPTION OF THIRTY THOUSAND POUNDS, UNDER THE DIRECTION 
OF THE FOLLOWING COMMITTEE. 

SIR JOHN NEWPORT, BART. 

SAMUEL BOYSE, ESQ. SIR SIMON NEWPORT. 
THOMAS QUAN, ESQ. REV. WILLIAM DENIS. 
WM. PENROSE FRANCIS, ESQ. THOMAS ALCOCK, ESQ. 
ROBERT HUNT, ESQ. MAUNSELL BOWERS, ESQ. 
JOHN CONGREVE, ESQ. HUMPHREY JONES, ESQ. 
JAMES RAMSAY, ESQ. THOMAS H. STRANGMAN. ESQ. 
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In 1795 a drawbridge of about 20 feet in width was opened near the south b;unk 
to allow the passage of larger vessels than barges and lighters. This drawbridge is 
clearly shown in Thomas Sautelle Roberts's Wesf ~l irw of the City of I4Icrtetfi)rcl, a 
chrorno-lithograph published in London around the turn of the nineteenth century 
and a copy of which hangs in the Mayor's parlour at City Hall. At the aclvent ol' 
paddle steamcrs this opening \vas found to be too nasrow and a 401'1 drawbridge 
was opened ncur the centrc of the river in 18%. Ben.jamin Graham's iron foundry 
o n  The Quay supplied the iron work Sor both alterations. 

By 1824. K.H. Kylaiitl rcportcd that 'the dcbcnturcs cvcrc scllinf li)r XI70 and 
the con~p;uy  have a sinking I'und idready advanced to u considerable amount. to 
scpair or rebuild the bridge as may be necessary. Thc tolls Sor the present year asc 
E4.2t70t. This was a consiclcrnblc return o n  in\utmcnt  and may help ro cxplain 
w h j  the toll-bridge lasted until 1907 when il was bought I'or- the [hen vast sum of 
E03.000. and decliu-crl free of tolls on 3 1 st December of that year. The investors 
and their descendants reaped a sich rcwxrl after [he 1 13 yeas lilc of the bsiclgc. 

P M Egan in  his history pbl ished 1894. the centenary of the bridge, conl'irnti.rl 
this return on investment, when he noted 'even at the modest sum of f3.000 per 
annum: as tolls during 100 years, the capital has been re-paid by the pi~blic 12 
times over'. By the 1850s antipathy and resistanrc ro rhc tolls was pro\ving and 
the subject of a free bridge was raisccl o n  ;I rcguli~r basis at mectings 01' the 
Corporation; b u ~  of course the Bridge Commissioners were substantial contribu- 
tors to ununicipal finances and therefore also benefited thc general commercial 
ratepayers of the c i ~ y .  The Commissionc~-s howc\~cr. sensing the winds of change. 
rcclucctl the tolls by an average of 17'A in Decembcs 1852 to general public satis- 
I'action. The \+?rrc~~,fiml 1Vcr.13.s. however, commented on thcsc new in its issue 
o f  3rd December 1852. 'The ahovc is ;I poor reduction. I3ut whar about the roll\ 
on vessels. 1.01. the cnfoscerncnt ol' w h i c h  wc arc told. thcsc is no Act o f  
I':u-liiument'? It sccnis that the custoni was for the C'omniissioncrs to demand a 
total 01' 2 shillings pcr mast for any vcsscl passing throuyh the tl~-a\vbrirlgc. 
Somcrimcs a ship's musrcr woulcl ~ ~ I ' L I S C  1 0  pay and we 11re tolcl rti;tr ;t I ~ L I I ~ I ~ C I .  01 
steamships actually threatened to spectl full ahearl thsougli. if thc tlrawbridgy was 
not lifted Srcc of' c h q c .  

Another cilstoni \\,as to ;illow I'i~ncrds and thc artencling cortege to p ~ s s  I'rcc ol' 
charge ovcr thc hriclge.. I t  is not h ~ t l  to i~naginc some I'uncral pwccssions passing 
over followed by u number ol' people having no casthly connection with thc rcccnt- 
ly dcccased. The 171-ivilcgc was conlcstcd i n  ~ h c  1870s hy an  English contractor of 
the hriclgc tolls, hut who was obliged lo give way to P O P L I I ~ I ~  protest. .At a public 
meeting hcld in the Courthouse. Catherine Street on 6th January 1852 chaired by 
the Mayor John I'owcr. a new frcc bridge was tliscussccl. Councillor Walsh conl- 
n~cnred lhat 'thc i31d timhcs hridge shoitld have hcen swept away long since, being 
~ u d i t  Ibr the prrscnt day and costing E l  ,000 pcr annuln for repairs. being a wustc 
o f  public money'. Hc must not have been aware that thc Bridge Commissioners 
paid for the opcrorion and repairs of the S ~ I . L I C ~ L I ~ C  0111 of tolls r a i s~d .  
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THE TOLLS, OLD AND NEW (as arncndcd December 1852) 

Old Nc\v 
For every Coach. Hrcslin. Calash. (.'tlariot, C'haiw. 01- Chail 
tlra\vn ty h or mol-c harm or othcr hcast ol'hurtlen 

110. L)ra\vn by Icss than h 01- more than 4 horses 

Retlucetl to with 4 t~orscs or other beasts LS. OU. 

Is. hd. With 3 horses or othcr beasts 

For every Coach. Hrcslin, ('hariot, Cnlash. ('haisc. or ('hail 
I>rnwn with 2 horses or othcr bcasts ol'burdcn Is. Od. I Od. 

1 % ~  every Waggon. Wain. ('art or C'iir or othcr ('arrjagc. 
With Sour wheels. dr;lwn hy 4 or Inorc Ilorsc's or othcr b c ; ~  

Same by less than 4 1101-ws 01- other bcasts 

I:or cvcry Wiiggo~i. Wain. ('art. ('ar or otl1c.r Caniagc, with 
'I'ivo ~ I i ec I s .  drawn by morc than 2 horses or otticr beasts 

Iror cvcry Cart. Car. o r  othcr ('arriagc drawn by 2 horscs 
Or other bcasts or burden, including drivcr 

For cvcry Carriage. co~nmonly a Chaise or Chair. with two 
Whccls, tlrwvn with one or othcr beast 

I;or cvcry Sedan Ch;li~- 

1,'or cvcry ('an. ('al-. or  othcr C'arriagc druwn by one horse 
And lutlcn. cxccpt with h o y .  including drivcr 

1;or cvcry Slcdfc. Slidel-. or- othcr Carriage withoul wliccls 
clrawn in any manner Is. Od. I Id. 

I:or all Carriages whatsocvcr drawr~ in or hy any  otlicr mcms 
ItIan aforesaid 

Iror cvcry 'lorsc. Gelding. Marc, Mule. or Ass. or otllcr 
beast ol'burdcn lailcn an(l not tlricwing 2tl. 

Id. 

3s. 4d. 

[:or cvcry llorsc. Gelding. Marc. ~Mulc. or Ass, unl:dcn 



h r l  \o in proportion for an! plpater or lesser number 

lmr cvcry Dsovc of  (Mvcx, flogs. Shccp, or  I.ambh. ~und 
So in propol-[ion I'or m y  g r c a ~ c r  or  lesser nuniber, per score 

I ~ I I .  cvcry Ilcacl Hog 

And s o  in proportion 1'01- an) preater or lesser numhcr. 

Yd 

Id. 

Id. 

/ I 

1 tl. 

The Operation of The Bridge 
A gang of lnen was employed by the Comniissioncss to operate the bridge and I'cs- 
ries and to cRi.ct repairs to the strLlcture as required. An examination of the 
\M~o~.krrlcrl'., Ac ,c .o r l t l t  book, for the pcriod week cntling Novembcs 13th IX9b to 
week cntling Septcmbcr 16th 1898. shows that an average weekly wages bill of 
E 17 was spcnt at that time for the running of the bridge. including raising ;und lo\v- 
ering the drawbridge. ~vittchmen, ferrymen, and tnaintcnancc and rcpair to Lhc 
bridge and fkrrybottts. The Soreman was Laurence Farrcll of' 41. The Glcn. That 
constant ln:tinten:~ncc was rcquircd is without q~~cs t ion .  Thc bridge had s t o d  in 
the swift llowing Suir since 1793 and o n  final removal from thc rivcr in I9 I I urtur 
nearly 120 ycars i t  was Sound that many of thc oaken piles originally 12" squfirc 
were found to be reduced to Y"  square just ubovc the river bed and for about 18" 
abuvc samc, due to the erosive action of the silt-laden waters. When thcse urigl- 
nil1 piles wcrc examined uftcs removal i t  was noticed that iron bolts joining pilks 
below water level had entirely rusted away and the pile lengths had been held 
togcthcr by tree-nails o f  oak, which had been originally used in addition to [he 
bolts. 

Tarrant's Survey of 1877 
In 1877 at the request of the Commissioners, Mr. C. Tarrant, County Surveyor of 
Waterford, reported estcnsively on the condition of the wooden bridgc and also 
submitted plans for a replacement iron bridge with n double opening swing bridge 
of 80 f t .  in width. No cstimatc of costs was given. In his report dated 9th March 
I877 Mr. Tarrunt stated 'This bridge opcned for public tlzlt'fic in 1704. has been 83 
yc:trs in use and during the memory o f  thc present generatjon. I ;urn creditably 
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informed that not :I single dang,erous accident has occurred to anyone passin: over- 
the bridgc. and although during the same pel-iod. thousands of barges have passed 
i111der i t ,  accidents to them have been vet-! few: three or I'OLII- may have bccn sunk 
through the cal-clcssncss or ncglect of those in chul-gc, by letting them come into 
contact with thc cLli w;itct- piles. still such collision has o n  no occasion been 
attached with loss ol' life. The barges bcing, many of them, Ixtcn with limestone. 
the loss of PI-opcl-ty was inconsiderable and the in.jury caused to the bridgc was 
quite immaterial: such neves lix ;in instant afl'ccted its stability in the slightest 
degree'. 

Mr. J .  Ernest G r ~ ~ b b  J.P. of New Stsect and The Quay. Cart-ick-On-Suir-. miller 
and corn  mcschnnt a n d  a mcmbcr  of the  Waterford Joint  Commi t t ee  of 
i~lunagc~mcnt for the new Retlmond Bridge. writing in 192 1 .  dil'fcrcd somewhat 
from Mr. T~I-nui t ' s  repol-t o n  accidents: ' I  know to my cost that grain; 110~1s. salt. 
coal. iron etc. were suhnicrgcd in boats which collided with the old bridge; only 
some of these goods were recovcrcd in diving operations. In IS8 l on November 
25th at 7 p111 the Waterl'ord and Limerick Railway Co.'s screw tug Scrr G~t l l  struck 
one of the north piles of the main span and sunk. T110 E,vpi.c..s.s paddle tug of the 
Waterford Steamship Co. tried to assist the Srri Gull but failed to do so'. 

Mr. Tarrant also reported on the condition ol' the opening span, each leaf ol' 
which projected 221'1. He recommended thut the six ton muximum permitted load 
be I-educed to f o ~ ~ r  tons while acknowledging that loads greater than six tons had 
bccn passing over. In general some of the original bracing of the piles was dckc-  
tivc, weakening to some degree the strength of the piers but more than compcnsut- 
cd for by the great quantity of timber used. Hc mentioned that at no period since 
the bridgc was built had the action of floating ice in any way il!juriously affected 
the structure. In the following year however such an event took place almost 
resulting in thc loss of the bridgc. Mr. J .  Ernest Grubb wrote in 1921 - 'In 
December 1878 the Suir was frozen from 14th to 25th December. Masses of ice 
for days formed small icebergs four to ten feet in length and twenty to thirty feet 
across. The ebb tide b r ~ ~ ~ g h t  down against Waterford Bridge immense musses of 
thick ice with serrated edges, completely covering the river from the bridge to 
above the Dungarvan railway terminus (now the Watertord Foundry). The Bridge 
Cummissioners ineffectually endeavoured to ward off injury with chains and 
planks. When these Ihiled they employed the steam tug F~lthcr- Mutlw~r. to ram the 
ice before i t  reached the bridge in uverwhelming qnantity and by breaking it into 
smaIler pieces i t  floated hiurnlessly through. thus probably saving the bridgc from 
the fate of the Lernuel Cox wooden bridge at New Ross which had been destroyed 
by ice-l'loes in 18h7'. 

Mr. j. Ernest Grubb of Carrick-On-SLI~I- was the owner of the steam tug which 
he purchased in 1878 in Live~pool and which came across the Irish Sca under her 
own power and into the Suir estuary. He named her E'trthrr- itlrrthru after the 
famuus temperance I-eformer for whom he had a great admisation. The people of 
Carrick knew thut the Frrthoi Muthew would not tow a barge containing barrels of' 
beer or portcr, as Mr. Grubb refused to have anything to do with the transportation 



of intoxicating liquor cle\pite the considerable financial loss involved. In 
Deccmbcr 1878. during the cxtrcmely \cvcre wcathcr of that n~onth. mmy mile\ of' 
thc Suir between Waterfwd and Carrick were thllily frozen and thc ebb and flow of 
the tide combined with strong winds causcd the ice to pile in miniature icebergs 
which floated down and became jammed again\[ the bridge and above it. The 
Frrthrr- iLl(itl70bv and some ol' Grubb's barges had their bows sheathed with plates. 
Mr. Grubb himself was on board when his tug towing a barge. tried to h r c c  a pas- 
sage through the ice. Another tug similarly employed failed in the attempt, but 
after a struggle of  itbout threc quarters of an hour, and amid the cheers of many 
spectators on thc bridge and banks the F(ithrr M(irhrw cut her way through. break- 
ing the ice-jam and enabling river traffic to proceed as usual. 

Another heavy host and snowfall in January 1881 caused similar problems for 
Waterford bridge and river traffic. Thc Flither- Mtrtl~rrv was hired to the Bridge 
C~ommissioners and Mc Grubb therefore had to be in Watcrford almost every day. 
His diary for January 27th 188 1 records 'Left Carrick per car for Waterford at 5.30 
am. Extraordinarily slippy. Left Waterford in Frrthor- iLl(~thobv at 8 an1 with No. 5 
(barge) in tow and crew of 4 men. Tied No. 5 at bridge and spent 1'1, hours tilt- 
ting passage through ice from bridge to bridge buoys; brought boat safely through. 
Spent until 1 I an1 vainly trying to cut passage through icc at Grannagh but failed - 

fearing damage to propcllcr when reversing, brought boat back to Watcrford . . . 
Ice at Grannagh strong enough to bear horse and loaded cart and firmly fixed on 
each shore. . . P. Kerwick walked on ice at Grannagh. I myself stood on it  in the 
middle of the river'. 

Thomas Newenham Harvey, printer :~nd stationer of 55 ,  The Quay and Great 
George's Street, in his autobiography of 1004, corroborated this information - 

'December 1878 was re~narkably cold - the minimum thermometer going below 
27" on seventeen consecutive nights, several of them to bclow 20". The winter of 
1866-67 had also been very severe and the river Barrow had frozen so solid that 
there was (lancing on the ice at Graiguenamanagh. Ice floes moved down river on 
the ebb and piled up against the wooden piers of Cox's bsidge at New Ross. In 
January 1867, the old structure, previously damaged by a severe frost in I8 14, was 
swept away, having served the town for 7 1 years.' 

Bridge Maintenance 
Mr. Tarrant's report of 1877 on Waterford Bridge mentioned 'the constant supervi- 
sion, repairs and I-enewals amounting to a considerable sum each year and which 
had been steadily increasing since 1853 and an increased and increasing traffic had 
caused a corresponding outlay to maintain the structure. Upward of -E20,000 had 
been expended in n~aintenance during the past 23 years and adding to that for the 
past nine years the cost of lighting the bridge and the cost of yard and storage for 
materials amounting of f9.722, thus costing for maintenance upwards of f 1.000 
per annum and may be taken for the future from f 1,100 to E 1.200 for annual main- 
tcnancc aione'. Mr. Tarrant cu~nmenaeu your very enrcrent supennterloenr ul 
Works Mr. George McClellancl, who with the assistance of thc ample and compc- 





tent stall' of' artificers and workmen under him pernmit no defect to rcmain longer 
than i t  can be fairly attenclcd to anti made good'. 

We will now 11Sc rt closer look nt the details of bridge maintenance and rcpirs. 
An examinntian of rhc WotX~n~rn's Accorr~it book for week ending May 2 1 st 1807 
wri t i e~  in forcmn Lrrurcnce Farrell's hand show complement of three carpenters, 
I'oul labourers, four w:~tclmen, six lerrytncn m d  Laurence Farrell himself', who 
rcceiwd a w h y  of two pineas  per week at this time. Carpenters were paid a 
daily rate o f  4sIXd. 4s14d and 4s/-. while labourers were paid W 6 d  per day; 
wutchmcn from I (XI- to I&/- per week and ferrymen at thc salt of 16d.3.d per 
week. (Incidemtally Superintendent George McClell:tnd. who rcsided in 36, 
Calhcrinc Slreer. rcccived in salary and elpcnses for the year ended 3 l st 
Deccmbcr 1889 n total of fS73.11.3). 

A look n t  carpenter James Long'\ 7i'nic Iiook for the same week el~dmg 2 1 st 
May 1897 shows actual details of work done: consisting mainly of the procedures 
involwd with the replacement of damaged or decayed pile\ at piers 19, 28 and 25 
01' the bridge. 

Saturday 15th May, 1897 - J. J. Long I day, W. Power 1 day. J. Kanc I day 
Cross-cutting head of pile at 19 pier - 2 we\[. Putting chains around piles and 

wedging 18 feet of nosing. 22 Scc~ of' new moutding, 22 feet of skictl~rg. Shifting 
beam back into stores. fastening pathway planks and l1oo1- ovcr beam, gnnc over 
pathways. 

Monday 17th May, .I. Lonp I clay. W. Power 1 tl,iy, 'T. Kennedy '14 day at 
bridge, '/4 day painting ferryboat. 

Fixing scaffolds 19 pier up river and boring and bolting head ol' ncm pile 10 
picr 2 west. Putting chains around heads of' piles I 8 pier, boring. bolting and f it-  
ling chocks between cap and post 18 pier 2 east. Tarring and stopping mortis in 
beam I8 to 19. 1 bolt in WatcrSord end: taking off chains of piles and bringing 
back  lo stmc\. 

Tuesday 18th May, J. Long 1 day, W. Powcr I day. T. Kennedy I day painting 
and tarring ferryboat. Shifting scaffolds to 1!1 picr clown-river. Shifting scaffolds 
to 28 pier up-river. Getting head of post in place at 19 pier 2 east. fitting chock 
between cap md post, boring and bolting head of pile. fitting chock on bead of 
post at 19 pier 2 west. Tarring head of post. bringing chains and all gear back to 
stores. 

Wednesday 19th May, J.  Long 1 ' 1 4  days. W. Power I ' / r  days. T. Kennedy l1I4 
days. 

Removing pile from stom, iaunching. placing winches and lifting pile 28 pier 
and erecting piling machine and driving pile 59 feet long. Taking down machines 
and bringing back all gear ro stores. Fixing pathway and floor over piles. 

Thursday 20th May, J.  Long Ill+ days. W. Power 1 ' 1 4  days. T, Kennedy 1'14 
days, 

Shifting pile from stores and launching. Placing winches and Iifting pile 28 pier 
2 west. Erecting piling machine and riving pile 61 feet long. Tdking down machine 
and bringing to stores and quay. Drawing spikes and bolrs out of beam and shifting 
to atijacent pite. Refixed floor. placing barricade around piles and hhifting scaffolds. 





Friday 21st Mayi .I. Long 1'1, day$, W. Power 1'1, clay$. T. Kennedy 1'14 days, 
raking pile froni stores and launching. Placing winches and lifting pile 52 feet 
long. Erecting piling machincs and driving pile 35 pier, 2 west. Taking down 
machines and bringing huch all gear to stores. Fixing floor o\cr ncw pile. 

Total week's work James Long 6% days - 

W. Power 6%days - 

T. Kennedy 6'/4 days - 

It is apparent that thc Waterford Hritfye'Commissioners were getting cxccllent 
value for work done in maintaining a very valuable asset. 

Balance Sheet - Waterford Bridge Commissioners 1896 
Thc financial balance sl-lccr for 1X9b ol' thc company shows that despite net 

nlaintenance costs on the bridge of f 1.475.12.4cl. rhc overall financial situation 
was healthy with a profit reserve of £2,008.13. Id. at year end. I t  is noteworthy 
that the Rates Presentment was £465 and the Poor Rurc paid was L450, making thc 
Bridge Con~missioners significant contributors to niunicipal I'inances. Bridge tolls 
li)r that year amounted to £6.773 net (after deduction of pr-ofits by contractor). 
while interest o n  investments of £9,095 in various stocks (including milways) 
amrunis to -E35(>.0.6d. Even the contractor security bond was invested separately; 
i t  accrued inrcr-cst of £ 13.5.9d. for 1896. Investors of course continued to receive 
f3,6[3LI in tlivitlcnds which was 12% per annuln o n  each El00 debenture. 

Vessels Passing Through Bridge 
An examination of the logbook of &.s.vol\ lxr.v.\irig t l ~ i n i ~ ~ l i  In-icfge in the period 
March 3 1 st 1899 to Octobm I st 190 I ,  reveals that 1,440 vessels passed through 
the drawbridge, either up tivm ur down river, being an average of 12 per week. 
This would not include rhc many hundreds of lighters and barges, which passed 
through the arches an both side\ ol'the drawbridge. The majority were steamships 
at 73% of total. The smmc veswls were logged on a regular basis passing up and 
down. S.S. Chi-i.\rii~i, S.S. ~l l t i ,y i i r r . \  Batfot-4 S.S. Sttigkound S.S. Reveil. It was 
the practice for vessels to pass through at high tide hour or nearest. 

Laurence Farrell's observations in the log-book recorded any unusual ii~cident - 
for jnstance on 13th May 1899 when S.S. cut her in^ whistled at I 1.40 am to be 
allowed through (the drawbridge being raised at 12 noon) the conment was 'Mr. 
Kehoe's Carrick lighter was across the drawbridge up stream when vessel whistled 
and was taken off by tug FK Mathew'. Most vessels passed through without inci- 
dent but sailing vessels sometimes struck the structure. as is recorded for Sunday 
4th June 1889 when schooner Helen Mur passed up. 'Vessel's starboard fore brace 
fouled e11d of meeting rail. The strain broke one cog in quadrant' (part of iron- 
work in opening span). On 21 st February 1890 at 12.55 prn schooner Cctth~rine 
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M L I I ~  at the high t i c k  'failed to enter, came gently across bridgc up-stream'. Her 
second attempt on 231-d February ar 2.10 pm to pass downstream was successful. 
The S.S. Rcssic~ at 1.55 pm (the ti& hour) on 18th July 1890 passing down 'ri~n into 
bridge and broke beam between 16 and 17 piers, and then backccl oi~t'. She safely 
passed through at 2.45 pm same day. ninc minutes after tide hol~r. Both balance 
sheets available for rhc conlpuny show itcnis of cspcnditure cuuscd by vessels 
striking the bridge. 

The rivcr Suir was navigable for sailing vessels and small steamers to Fiddown 
and beyond. Goods that came in largcr vessels wcrc often transferred to barges at 
w. ,~tc~forcl -,- Quays, which wcre tocvcd to Carrich. many by thc t ~ ~ g  boat Flrthc~r 

M L I I I ~ ~ P ~ I  Many of thc large Ilat-bottomed bnrges with lo:ds of 50 tons were pro- 
pelled by sweeps and oars and helped by the tide and sails; they took one or two 
tides to reach Carrick. Navigation by smaller sca-going vessels beyond Fiddown 
was also possible, for in 1836 u short c;uinl was made through the reef of rocks 
below Carsick. Besides his grain and niilling business J. Ernest G s ~ ~ b b  WilS chair- 
man and principal shareholder in the River Suir Navigation Co. which opcratcd thc 
barges. Bcrwccn Carrick and Clonmel. i t  was a more difficult operation. Loads 
of up to 40 rons wcrc hmIcd by teams of elevcn or twelve horses from the river 
bank. nccoliipanicd by teams of four men, with two men in each of two barges. 
Thc journey took about h hours but only i f  sivcs and weather conditions were 
favourable. 

The principal articles brought upriver  by boat were coal, grain, flour. Seeding 
stuffs, arrificial 1nanurest foreign timber. shop goods, hardware and farm implc- 
nients, whilst down river went oats, condensed milk, wool, eggs, fruit, honey, 
native tinibcr, willows for baskct making ctc. Coal of course was imported in 
yuantity for the Waterford and Limerick Railway C o .  and the Waterford - 

Dungarvan and Lismult Railway Co. and discharged at the jetties ~tbove the bridge 
at Newruth and Bilkrry. 

Shareholders 
According to dividend warrants on debentures for half year ending 3 1 st December 
1888, there appeared to have been 120 shareholders who between them shared 
f 1,800 in dividends. interest on dividends was at 12% per mnuni for many years 
and also for the last year- of payment 31st December 1907. The 'Register of 
Waterford Bridge Proprietors' dated 1894 and one hundred years after the payment 
of the first dividend. lists many of the landed and merchant family names of 
Waterford and district, namely Atkins of Weston, Newtown; Rev. Burkitt, The 
Rectory. Cappaqui:, Henry Bell. 62, The Quay and Summerville House; Charles 
Edward Denny of Mayyark: Moat Rev. Henry S. O'Hara. The Palace. Waterford: 
Edward and Mary Deevy, John's Hill; WilIiam and Henry Gallwey, Rockfield, 
Tramore: William Davis Goff of Glenville: Charles James Hill of King Street: 
Thoma:, Newenham Harvey, 12, GIadstone St.; Francis and Octavia Jacob. 
Rockvilla. Newtown: William. Isabella and Louisa King of Mount Pleasant 
House, Grantstown; William Lewih Mackesy M.B. and George lvie Mackesy 





M.B. of Lady Lane; John Tilomiis & Mary Anne Medlycott. Rockett's Castle, 
Portlaw: Archibald McCoy, Soir. Colbeck St.; Edward George Rr Louisa Peet, 
Pickardstown, Tramore; Robert William Penrose, Riverview. Ferrybank; Harriet 
& Sarah Ridgway. Cliff Cottage. Tramore; Richard Grubb Ridgway, Newtown, 
Waterford; Joshua George Strangman, Carriganore, Waterford; Most Rev. 
Richard Alphonsiis Sheehan D.D.. Bishop's House, John's Hill: William. Sophia Rr 
Anna Waring, Summerville, Enniscorthy; George Edwirl White & William White 
of King Street: Thomas Robinson White, Newtown, Waterford. 

However, a century in time from 1794 shows that many of the descendents or 
legatees of the original investors had addresses in England. Belfast and Dublin. 

There are a number of reasons for this. The Act of Union of 1800, dissolving 
the Irish Parhment, had a seriously detrimental effect on Ireland, and Waterford as 
a trading port suffered accordingly. The Napoteonic Wars of 1792- 18 15, however. 
were boom years for Waterford. Provisions including flour and salt pork, cavalry 
horses and fodder, sailcloth and chandlery, were exporzed in vast quantities to sup- 
ply the armies and navy of England. The decline began with peace in Europe. 
Many of the merchant and shipping fiamilies. the bureaucracy that ran the port. the 
army officers and some of the Innded and propertied classes. emigrated: some to 
England and the colonies. Waterford as a trading city and port began a slow 
decline which in the opinion of some has only began to reverse in the last quarter 
century. 

The Last Balance Sheet 
The final reckoning and balance sheet 01' Waterford Bridge Commissioners, audit- 
ed by Craig Gardner & Co., and dated at Dublin on 3rd October 1908, is shown on 
page 46. In addition to dividends paid o n  300 debentures at 12% per annum for the 
three final half years to 3 1 st December 1907. nmountinp to £5,400, the debenture 
holders at that date also received sums t o t a l l h ~  Eti9,123.15s.Od. in final settle- 
~ncnt. The original £100 debenture of 1793. for which. incidentally only £90 was 
then paid, was worth £330.80 at settlement 113 years later; surely one of the hest 
investments ever made, certainly in the city of Waterford. 

Biographical Note 
Laurence Farrell of 41. The Glen. foreman of the bridge crew and in whose hand 
the 1-08 B O N ~ C  and Workntetl'.~ Acwunts had been penned. was formerly a ship- 
wright at one of Waterford's shipyards. Born 1837. he was married twice. His 
second wife was Elizabeth Noone of Youghal. Their son William born 1887 was a 
ship's engineer, served in the Dardanelles aboard a British man-of-war in World 
War L and in later years was engineer of Waterford Harbour Commissioners on the 
dredger Portluirge. His grandson is Imrence  Farrell who resides at 4. St. 
Stephen's Tce., Cork Road, Waterford. 

After the closure of Lemuel Cox's bridge in 1908, L4nurrncc 1;urrell bu11t 
W;lterford Boat Club's slipwny at Ferrybank itround 1912. Me also h i l t  jelties l o r  
the Waterford and Limerick Railway Company at Newrath. He tlicd in 1923 A I  

h e  age of 84 and is buried in Ballygunrier Cemetery. 



Statement of Reuipts cmd Disbmaeraents fivvm 1 st January, 1901, to 2nd October, 1908. 

. k t &  olWeellnvr%m ... .e , ... 
Armw of Putcbn?c Wrrw md m r s  ,of t,&, 

ar h l l y  - M m d  b r  tbr Riq 4 & ~ ~  
QW +. ...... 4. -.. ...... 

"as h % m e ~  d 6ns lsdudcd lh& rw c o n ~  . . 



Bibliography 
EGAN P M Wntr~rjotrl Giritlc~ 1 894 
SMITH CHARLES Ailtiout & I'IP.\LWI Stuto ~ t c .  1746 
THOM'S Wuterford Director?, 1909-1 0 
GRUBB ISOBEL J. Ernest Grrrhb of  Currick-011-Stir 1930 
DOWNEY E D M U N D  W~tcrford Brid,yo\ 1923 
MACCURTAW MARGARET Tudor R Stutrt~ I I Y ~ I ~ I I ~ ~ I  1072 
McENEANEY ( E .  editor) Hisfmy of IVurerjo~rl o ld  ;I\ Mu\ oi \ 1995 
RYLAND R.H. History, Topogr~lphy vrc. 1824 
HARVEY T. NEWENHAM My LiJe I904 
URBAN ARCHAEOLOGY SURVEY - (Waterford Koorn. C ~ t y  Library) 
Council Books of the Corpon~tion r , f  b\Grtr$rd 1662-1700 - PENDER SEAMUS 
(editor) 
SUTTON GEOFFREY Wcrtefiwd Brit ly  179.1 - I911 in Decies 48. 1993. 

POSTSCRIPT 
In 1996. Mr. Chris O'Sullivan, Staff Engineer, Waterford Colporarion salvaged the 
Ibllowing documents during thc ~.ebuilcling of thc offices adjoining City Hall and 
which were the inspiration tor this essay. 
. Log Book of' Vrs.sr#l.c Po.ssi/lg 711rougl7 llritlgc~ in period July 29th 1889 to 

Octobel- I I th 1891. 
. Log Book of Vesse1.s l'o.ssill,y 'I ' l!i.o//gh H~.itl,qr~ in poriotl March 30th 18W to 

Octobcr 2nd 1901. 
. Worknrru's ACCOZNII .~  being wagcs record of thc workmen, watchmen and 

ferrymen o f  WaterSord Bridge Com~nissioners in thc period week ending 
Novembcr 13th 1896 to week cnding 16th September 1898. 

4. CVoi.k Log (!/'Jtrtrrt~s /,o/lg, carpcnter. describing work can-iccl out on a daily 
basis at the bridge ctusing pcsiod March 8 t h  18617 to Octobcs 2 l st 1897. 

5. Nonrc..s c~lirl Atlr1w.s.vr.v I! / '  \~\ht o/ji)rtl Rr idg~ Prol)rio~ OK\ 1894. 
6. Ili~:irlc/rt Wurratlts or1 Dehe/ltrrres in Wt~/c~r:fi)r.tl Brkfge Corn~tri.v.viorrr~l:v for 

hull.' ycia cnding December 3lst I888 and for half year ending June 30th 
I$RY. 

7. L ~ ~ Y ~ Y I I I  w c e i p t ~  ,/iw W t i r r r j h i  #ridge Cr~:~~mi.uuiarrcr.s at Provincial 
Bunk Wrtterford from k c m b c r  31 bt 1888 to Janua~ry Is1 IS9O. 

Thcsc d w ~ m e n t s  have now k n  lad@ in W~l~crfnrd Ci~y  archives. 
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From County Waterford to 
Australia in 1823: John Uniacke's 

personal chronicle of migration and 
exploration 

By Serge Rivi2re 

I N THE opening sentence of his splendid compendium of convicts' experiences 
in the nineteenth century, David Fitzpatrick rightly describes migration as 'a uni- 

versal human experience so vast and complex that it defies satisfactory representa- 
tion." Indeed, as Fitzpatrick goes on to show, it is only by personalising such a 
traumatic, yet enriching, experience that one can begin to gain usefuI insight into 
the hopes or despair, trepidation or excitement that accompany the leaving of one's 
native soil for the unknown. A representative and highly personal story will be told 
in what follows; it will hopefully complement the touching narratives of the con- 
victs transported to New South Wales. as compiled by Fitzpatrick. Indeed, John 
Uniacke's motivation for making the long journey down under was not untypical 
of that of many other free Irish settlers and their vital contribution to the develop- 
ment of a distant colony which was at the time still in its infancy. 

While the representations of transportation and emigration of Irish peopIe given 
by Fitzpatrick are set in the second half of the nineteenth century, the narrative 
explored here is a much earlier one, hence its value. The protagonist, a young 
Anglo-Irish free settler from Stradbally, County Waterford, John James FitzGerald 
Uniacke ( 1797- 1825), disen~barked from the Cornpetifor at Hobart Town, Van 
Diemen's Land, on 3 August 1823. He had travelled from London. via Cape Town 
and wns bound for Sydney Cove to restore his fortune and that of his six sisters 
back borne. He bore an uncommon famiIy name in the Antipodes at the time. The 
ancient family of Uniacke can be traced back to the thirteenth century when they 
settled near Youghal in the County of Cork. Although it  is argued that the name 
came from a village in Brittany. St Uniac, its real derivation has not been tinally 
agreed. Other Uniackes were to follow in John's footsteps and make the arduous 
journey as settlers to the Antipodes in the nineteenth century, such as Robert 
Uniacke from Mount Uniacke in the 1840s who owned a hotel in Collingwood, 
Melbourne and experienced the diggings nt Ballarat, Victoria. 

However. there is little doubt that the name Uniacke is best remembered in 
Australia's post-colonial history because of the writings of one young member of 
the clan who, by a stroke of good fortune, being in the right place at the right time. 
was able to share in a unique experience, namely to sail to Moreton Bay with John 

I David Fitzpatrick (1994) Oceuns c!l'c,o11\olrr1ro/7 (Cork: Cork University Press). p. 3. 





Oxley, the Surveyor General of New South Wales. in the Mettimid in Octobcr 
1823. As a 1csi11t 01 his ;~dvdnccs to the C'oloniitl Sccretsry, Freclcrich Goulburn. 
and Governor Thoma\ Brisbane, John James Uniacke was offered a place in the 
vessel as supercargo. Twentieth-century scholars remember him chiefly as n scribe 
and as the narrotor of Oxley's expedition. His short career in Australia, cut short 
alter less than cightccn months by his tragic death in January 1825 at thc age of27,  
was p:tckctf with 'a good dcal o f  experience', according to the Au.vf~-cilicc~~ c w y -  
i.lopric~clici which dcvotes three short paragraphs to him.' While there arc many 
monuments to John Oxley in Brisbane, Australia, such as the John Oxley Library 
(State Library 01' Queenslnnd). nonc has been erectctf to John Uniacke who played 
:t ma.jor ptst in the recorclinp and publicising o f  the 182.3 expedition, n turning 
point in the history o f  Australia. 

While Oxley wab busy exploring the river, which he named the Brisbane after the 
Governor, between the first and fifrh of December 1823, John Uniackc staycd behind at 
the camp ancl had c n o u ~ h  lijresight to seize this unique opportuniry to qucslian Thomas 
Pamphlet, one of three convicts who had made the discovery of thc river. ~ C I C T  ciriRinp 
at sca until they rcachod Moreton Bay. on his cxporienccs :tnd adventures aniopg Ibe 
Abrlginal people of the area. During the return journey to Syclncy betwmn b ;lad 13 
December 1823, Uniacke recorded the ni~rratiw which wits edited by Barron Field and 
pubbhed as: /V(o-rcitivc ( ! / 'Tl~o~~lci .v Prin~plilet, cigc~tl tlrirty+l~r ycJei~:s, NVIO w i . s  u.it11 1 ~ 0  

orhcr I ~ O I I  ~ r ~ ~ w k o t l  0 1 1  tlcr i.occ.vr ~ / ' N c r r ~  Holltr~lt l  ill April, 182.3, cult1 l i \ ~ t l  tr111o11g rho 
~~ci t iw.s , / i )~-  .YPIWI ~ ~ i o ~ l t h . ~ .  l i i l ~ l l  tloww I? John Ullicicic., Esq. One of the other ~ w o  con- 
victs was John Finegan. surcly another Irishman. 

I t  was Uniacke's inquisitiveness anel thirst for knowlcctge, as wcll as a willingness 
to befriend the convicts. which have gusrantcccl him a place in thc history 01' 
Qi~eeuslanct. 111 7'110 cccl-I\ rlceys. J. J. Knight comments: 'Had it not been for Mr  
l!niacke, thc troubles and trials of the ship-wrecked timbcr-getters would havc 
rcmai~ted unrecorded." On his rerum tit Sydney. Uniacke spared no et'fi)sts to intervene 
on bchalt'ol'his convict-/)~r)rc;gt;,s by giving them full crctlit for the historic cliscovery in 
his writings. A well-known ,4ustl.aliat1 historian of the Brisbmc River. Thomas WeIsby, 
concludes: 'So the thanks of those lovers of the earlier history of Morcton Bay and the 
discovery of the Brisbane 12ivcr must be giwn \vitIiout hesit;ttion 1 0  Uniackc. for i t  was 
he who gleaned I'rom the men their pitiful talc. and i t  was he who hoard from [heir lips 
the finding of thc river itself." Until now, wry little has been known about the life. 
fanlily backgn)untl and character of young John Uniacke. This paper anct thc commem- 
clrutiw cdKlirion of  his writings roccntly published by the Royal Historical Society of 
Qucenslailcl,' attempt to set the records straight, by providing the missing parts of an 
intriguing jigsaw. 



. -- 

Decies 55 



Decirs 5.5 - 

How an enterprising twenty-six year-old Irishman made his way from the farni- 
Iy seat in Stradbally, County Waterford, to Tasnlania and New South Wales and 
thence to Moreton Bay, after a rather undistinguished career as a student at Trinity 
College, Dublin, and St John's College, Cambridge, will become clear. Was it an 
irrepressible spirit of adventure, tinged with a certain desperation born of the 
intemperance of youth, which drove this exile from Erin to throw caution to the 
wind and seek fame and fortune in the Antipodes? Uniacke's motives for joining 
the expedition may well be put down to personal ambition; as a new tkzigrk intent 
on making a name for himself and currying favour with the authorities. his first 
uonccrn was to secure a remunerated position that would enable him to set himself 
up i n  a new land. Upon his return from the Moreton Bay expedition in December 
1823, he was quick to make his mark on New South Wales society as a talented, 
miablc and respected public official. As it turned out,  his bold gamble paid ample 
tl i v idends. 

Uniackc's determination to succeed in a remote part of the world can only be 
~~nderstood ~ h s o ~ ~ g h  a cas~I'i11 consideration of his perso~ i~ l  cIrttmistances and his 
complex hmily background. Thc legacy of past achicwrnentr; by his clan was 
hcnvy to bar;  on the Uniuckc $I&. many of his ancestors were highly respected in 
Cnunly Cork, havltlg k e n  rl.k14 to numerous political r r f i c c s  at various levels. 
Morcowr, his voluntary exilc can also be partly explained by difficult family cir- 
cumstances, duc largely to poor management of' the f'amily csratc by a far from 
practical father. Above all, John found it hard to live up to thc political succcs\ o f  
the Beresfords, in particular the public fame o f  a mntcrnul grandfather devoted to 
the cause of 'The Ascendany' in Ireland and seen by many of hi\ \upporters in his 
lifcti~ne as the 'King of  Ireland'. thc Right Honourable John Bercsford. 

Hitherto unknown letters, written by John Uniacke from New South Wales 
to his mother in I823 and 1824, wcre found e~nong  Uniacke and Beresford 
papers at the National Archivcs uf Ireland in Dublin. These shed new light 
both on the uircumstnnccs of the .dl-impused csilc. and on the composition 
and publication o f  his A k ~ m r i v o  (#Mr 0-tkyh e vp~~~I i f io i7  10 .\111*1~y Port Czcr~is 
( [ / I ( [  1\4o1-0f017 I3m I...] and the /V([r/nti\,o 01 T l ~ o ~ m [ . \  P ( [ I u ~ / I / P I  I... 1 f(dk0/7 d o ~ w  
h~ .loh17 U/1iucsAe E.rq, published by Barron Field in the G e o , q t - q d ~ i i ~ r /  nwllrorl-v 
O I I  New Soufh WU~YS (London. 1825). An interesting French manuscript ver- 
slon of the first of the two narratives has survived to this day at the National 
Archives of France in Paris." 

The Uniackes of Woodhouse, Stradbally, County Waterford 
John Uniacke was brought up at the family seat of Woodbouse in thc town 01' 
Stradbally ('Town with one street') which in 1819 lay within the Baron of Decies. 
In the County of Waterford and the Diocesc of Limore. At the time, thr population 

(7 Auguste B h d  ( 1  824) '1)Ccouverte de la Rivikre Hrisbane, Archivcs Nation~dca, 
Paris. No. 5JJ 83'. in M ~ I ~ L '  S. Kivikre ( 1  996) I) i .ccm~i~~;~ ol'rhr N~-ishcuw Ki~ , r~r  
(BI-ishanc: Koyal Historical Society of Quee~lslanrl). 





tion of the p;uish n~imbcsccl 1800.  I r  was miidt. up mostly ol' Catholics. nhilc the 
Uniockcs belonged to a small minority of Protcsronrs cstimatccl to be 1 13 in 1836.' 
An ancestor of  John Uniackc. Thoinas, had purchased Woodhouse from Major 
Richard FitzGemld of Prospcct Hall.' On 12 April 1777. the Woodhouse eshte 
was inherited hy Roberr Uniacke (1746-1802). the only surviving son of Bor 
Uniockc. a choleric aldcsman of Youghal by all accounts: hc scsided at the Red 
H o ~ ~ s e  which can be stun to this day in the town's main street. 

The year 1777 w~hs un eventful one in the life of Robert Uniacke, John's father, 
for i t  was then [hat he was chosen by the Earl of Shannon to replace Lprd Dennis. 
who had been made Lord Chief Baron 01' the Exchequer Court, as ~t candidate in 
the next elections to LIIC Irish House of Commons. Robert Uniacke w x  duly clccr- 
cci MP for Yc~ugl~ol ivhich he represented from 1777 until his retirement from poli- 
tics in 184XI. 

John Uni:rckels farher \vas generally seen by his contemporaries as an ambitious 
politici~tn who wo~ild S L O P  ;it nothing 1 0  f~lrthes his ow11 CiIfetY, For beill8 a staunch 
supporter of the Union i n  the House debares of 1800. Rnberl Uniackc was duly 
rewarded with an appointment on 15 January 1800 to the fairly prestigious posi- 
tion of Surveyor Genenil of His Majesty's Ordnance. Following his new appoint- 
ment, Robcrt Uniacke resolved not to seek election to the Itnperial Parliament and 
resigned from his position as Burgess of the lrish House of Cotnmons."'Tragically. 
he did not enjoy his new status for long and died on 8-9 October 1802 at the age ol' 
fifty-six. 

I t  would appear chat Tiobcrt Unincke was rather inept at managing the financial 
affairs of the I'amily estate at Woodhouse. Shortly before his death, for example. 
he had to lease the property to ;I conwr t i~ im Icd by his father-in-law, John 
Bercsford. Such a concl~ision must also be drawn ft-om tbc following observations 
by his cousin. Clotilda FitzGerald, in her manuscript journal: While Bor Uniache 
was a 'votary of Bacchi~s', Robcsr, his son, 'pursued a different line of c o n d u v ~  in 
distinguishing himself in the first circles of h c i / / r  r o i l ,  spoiled his ample furtmr, 
iincl left a large family of childt-cn in very e~nbal-I-nssecl circ~imstances ;it his 
death. ' '  The it-onic reference to h c i l r r  l o i l  is clearly a dig ar the Reresfords. for 
Robcrt Uniackc had married Annette Constantia Beresford. the daughter of the 
Right Honoiirablc John Beresfold, in 1700. 
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Robert Uniacke's inefficiency in managing the Woodhouse estatc had serious 
repercussions for the entire family. At the time of his death, his eldest son, Robcrt 
John Uniackc ( 1795- 1x5 1). was seven years' old and John Jtimei Unincke ( 1797- 
1825) was five. Moreover, Robcrt Unittcke Icft a widow and six daughters who 
found i t  extremely difficult to niarry without a marriage portion. a decisive factor 
in the 'pursuit o f  the heiress' in Ireland, according to the well-researched study by 
A. P. W. Malcomson: 

Thc n ~ ~ m b c r  and \ex of the children were mow iniportmr lacrors thun 
the rmk of the parents in determining the s i c  of the ch~ldr-en's por- 
tions. The more of them there were, the greater. obviously, the finan- 
cial strain of portioning them.'' 

Being the second son, John Uniacke could hope to join the army or enter one o f  
the approved prol'essions, the Church, the Law or the civil and diplomatic cstab- 
lishmcnt. However, an essential pre-requisite to rhcse ctircers was a university 
degree, but us will hc indicated helow: thc intcmpertince of youth put paid ro any 
s~ich expectations. 

An eminent maternal grandfather: The Right Honourable John Beresford 
(1738-1805), 'The King of Ireland' 
John Beresford, John Ulriacke's grandfather, came from a powerfuI Protestant 
f;uiiily and was the sccond son of Marcus, Earl of Tyrone. After being educated at 
Kilkenny School, he was admitreti to Trinity College, Dublin, where he graduated 
in 1757 with a BA.IJ That same year, John Beresford entered the Middle Temple in 
London and was called to the Bar three years later, although he never practised 
law. In 1760. he niurried Annette Conslantia de Ligondcs, the daughter of Gencral 
Comtc dc Ligontlcs. of' the House of Ligondes frorti Ailvergne. F ra~ce . '~  I t  was 
irom this union that Annette Conritmtia Hereslord, John's mother, was burn. 

After his marriage, Beresford began a ~iiost S L I ~ C C S S ~ ' L I J  career in politics which 
was to last for forty-five years until 1805. During that period. John Uniacke's grand- 
l'athcr was returned as member to the Irish HOLISC of Parliament for County 
Waterford no less thun eight times. Under Lord Townshcnd. who landed in Ireland 
as Lord-Lic~~tenant in 1767, John Bcresford was sworn in as a Member of the Privy 
Council of' I r e l d  i n  1768. Lord Townshentl, who was later to become Beresford's 
bl-orhe~--in-I;~w. was a dcvotccl I'ricnd of the politician's from the ~ ~ 1 1 . 1  and appointed 
Bcrcsford to the post of Commissioner of His Majesty's Kcven~~e in March 1770. 



During Lord Buckingham's term as Lord-1,icutcn;tnt. Bercsfortl I':mtl uvcn bct- 
tcr. being promoted to Chief Commissioner of Revenue in 1780. when he replaced 
Lord Naas who had held the office for eight years. In this rolc. Beresford presided 
oc-cr the Board of Customs and Excise and was in u position to implcnicnt sevcrnl 
vital reforms dear to his heart. He improved many of the thoroughfares of Dublin 
and instigated the building of bridges which made the journey from one sidc of the 
capital to the other less a rd i~ous . '~  As Chief Commissioner, Beresfixd cnjoycct a 
very high salary of f2.000 per year. together with an ol'l'icial house; bc also 
obrainccl in 1772 the ol'ficii~l post of Taster of Wines for the cluration of his own 
life and that of. his cldcst son. with a salary of & 1 , 0 0 O . ' ~ a n y  members ol' his 
immediate family also bcncf'itctl I'ro~n his powerful poIitical influence: his son 
Marcus was appointed I'irs~ counsel to the Commissioner with a salary of' .E?,OOO. 
His sccontl son, John C:lauctius, was also appointed Register General of Tobncco i n  
178.3 and ohtaincd u lucrative position in the Revenue." Perhaps Bereslord's most 
lasting achievement as Chief Commissioncr was the erection of a new Customs 
House in Dublin on  u Sour-acre site o n  the eastern side of' thc city. Despite protests 
I'ro~n many quarters. the plan was sanctioned in 1774 by the Fovernmcnt, and thc 
Chicf Commissioner officiated at the laying of the first stone on 8 August 178 1 ." 
The projeci was completed i n  1701 against n great deal of opposition from 
Beresford's enemies and in the end cost f400,WO. 

When Pitt became British Prime Minister in 1 784, he found in John Beresi'ord it 

trusted ally for m n y  years. John Uniacke's grandfather became a member of' thc 
Privy Council of England in 1786. and his influence continued through the govcrn- 
ment of many Viceroys. notably Lord Buckingham's and Lord Westmoreland's 
lyom 1790. The political clout of Beresford and his family in Irish politics in the 
1790s. during the turbulent period leading up to the Act 01' Union. cannot be 
underestimated, despite the small number of seats which they could command. The 
Marquis of Wate~ford, his brother, had the patronage of two counties, Waterford 
and Derry. 

Such was the stiinding of John Beresford in Irish political circles, largely 
because of his connections with London, that he was labelled by some of his sup- 
porters the 'King of IreIand'; indeed jn a letter of 1795, the Chicf Colnmissioner 
reported an  interview with Daly who had come to inform h i m  of the Lord 
Lieutenant's decision to reniovlz: him from office. Beresford gave the gist of the 
conversation as  follows: 

15 Alfred Webbe ( 1878) A cwmprndiuw nflr'islr biog,zrj)lr?. (Dublin: Gill), p. ! 0. 
I6 R. Bentson (1788) A yvlificwl it1de.r f r l  111r histor'ir.~ of Grctrt Sr'ituin ~cirrl Ir-rli~rd 

fLo11don). vol. 1. p. 232. Sec also Matthew Butler's notebooks held by thc. Waterford 
Municipal Library. and Matthew Butler. (193 1) 'King Bertxford', in Itislr Press. 5 
November. p. I. col. 2. 

7 William H. E. Lecky (1892) A hisrot:\. o ~ ~ ' l / ~ ~ l ( i ~ c /  iir rhc, cigl7rernth rmr~rr\ (1.ondon: 
Longman's, Green & co.), vcd. 3, p. 272. 

X J o ~ c p l i  Robbin.; (1993)  ( ' / ( \ I O I I I \  11or1.\~c, o r . o p l r ,  (1)ublin: Ins l i~u te  o f  Public 
Aclmlnistratio~~). p. 6 .  
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No Lord Lieutenant could exist without my power: that I had made :I 

Lord Chancellor, a Chief Justice of the King's Bench, an Attorney- 
General, nearly a Primate, and certainly n Commander-in-Chief; that 1 
was at the head of the revenue, and had the law. the army. the rev- 
enue, and a great deal of the Church in my possession: and he said 
expressly that I was considered the King of Ireland.'" 

Although John Beresford had passed away lor-g before John Uniacke decided 
to head for Australia in 1823, his mother was still remembered in political circles 
:I\ the daughter of the Irish advisor and cu~rficiertt ~f Pitt. Moreover, many former 
;~llies of the Right Honourable John Beresford continued t? hold positions of 
mthority both in 1,oncton and in Dublin. 

John James FitzGerald Uniacke (1797-1825) 
A lack of focus (1797-1823) 
In view of the above. it is easy to understand the ~ ~ C S \ L I I - C \  [hat lum~ly clscuni- 
stances exerted on the young Irishman. As the son of  a prominent MP and the 
grandson of the Right Honourable John Beresford. much was expected of John 
Uniacke. When his brother. Robert John and his wife Mildred, nCe Bourke, 
antwiu~ced that they wcrc cxpccting their fint child lijr Octobcr 1823, the future of 
J o h n  U n ~ x k c  bccamc Illole ~tnc.c~lu~n th,m eves, for hc could only have hoped to 
inhcrit if his elder brother had died without issue. What were the other factors 
which drove him t o  'try his luck' in Au\tralia and leave behind his beloved sisters 
xld e~pcclally his niother to whom he wa\ very attached? Some piece\ of the jig- 
saw haw been rcvcnlcd: others will now be awembled. for much of the pain was 
self-inll~ctcd and was the direct result, significantly enough, of an inherent. and 
inherited. tendency to get into debt thsouzh a lack of sdf-control, as had been dls- 
played by his father boforc him. 

According to an entry in  the Uniacke family Bible, John James FitzGerald 
Uniuchc was 

born on 4 July 1797 at four o'clock a.m. on Charlotte's Quay. Cork. 
[He was] called John after his grandfather Beresford. James after his 
godfather, M. Gen. Sir James Duff. Lt. General William DaIrymple 
and Maj. General Sir  James Duff: Godfathers: Lady Frances 
Beresford and M n  Mewinharn:  godmother^.^" 

No record has survived of John's primary or secondary schooling; he did not 
attend Bishop Foy's School in Waterford, of which the records have been searched 
for the first fifteen years of the nineteenth century. In all probabiIity, both Robert 

19 W I ~ C I C \ ~ O I ~  ( 1852) 7710 oi to \po i ido i~ (  c o/ 11~o Riy111 f i o ~ i  .lohi7 I k w \ / o ~ d  vol. 2. p 
5 1. 

20 My thank\  to M1-s Nicoln M~niliiu~i. ~ r c ; o  Rcrcsf'ord. Ibr pro\ irling cop~c\ ol rhc rclc- 
vsnt  p a p  of thc family Bible. 



John and John James Uniacke wcrc educated at homc by a private tutor, although it 
is possible that they were sent to a boarding school in England. as was the case for 
many sons ol'Anglo-Irish lillnilics at the time. 

What can be clearly established is that John Unincke was utlmittcci to Trinity 
College. Dublin, o n  3 Octobcr IS 14. Thc following facts are recorded i n  Allrrrrrli 
D1rh1inerl.se.s: A K ( ~ ~ i . s t e r .  o/' / lw  . v t ~ ~ c l c ~ ~ ~ / . s .  s / ~ / L I ( I / P . Y ,  ~ I - ( ! ~ . Y . Y O I S  (111d ~ I I T ) I : O S I . S  q/' 7j-irlit!. 
College irl tllc Urli~~r:vi!\ .  cf1)rrhlirl: 'UNIACKE, JOHN, S.C. (Mr Oakes), Oct. 3 l 8 14. 
aged 17: s. of liobcrt, C;cnerosus; b. Cork.'?' The meaning of S.C. 1Sociu.t G~~~lmr~rs)  is 
'Feliow Conllnoncr'. which implics that John could proceed through college with as lit- 
tle delay as possible and [hat he would havc el!ioycd the privilege of finishin? his 
degree in three years instead of four. MI- Oakes may have been his private tutor at 
Woodhouse or his tutor at TCD.?: So i t  was thut  John followcci i n  his father's footsteps, 
Robert Uniacke having been admilled in  1769. 

What the outcome oC his year gf study at Trinity was. onc can only speculate in the 
light of the rest of his tertiary studits at Cambridge. A decision 111u\t haw been taken by 
his rno~hel- at the end o f  thc I'irrit p u .  to transfer him to St John's College, Cambridge. 
which he entcred in the Michaelmas Term. 1816. The College recortls are very sparse 
and simply give his place of o~igln as Ireland. The Register of Scholars does not indi- 
cate thut he was the recipient of a scholmhip." He was admittcct as a 'Pcnsioncr'. which 
suggests rhnt he had sul'ficicnt means to pay his way when hc arrjved at St John's." 

Howc\:cr, despite the comtnitmcnt made by the family to his education, John 
Uniackc's track rccord at St John's College. Cambridge. was Sar from crctlitnble. His 
name appears o n  thc lists of C'ollcgc exn~ninations I'or the period 1816 to 18 19. Thcse 
exanlinations were held in Junc and Ilecc~nbcr 01' cach year. and John Uniacke sat a 
general paper o n  0crlilwl.s 7jr~r11rru.s in December 18 16. The Collcgc Residence Book 
indicates that he was present for the Cull three terms in the academic year 18 Ih-17. 
n~isscd the nest two tcrms in the academic ycar I S 17- IS but rcturncd for one tcr111 and 
s:lt the examination i n  Junc 18 IS. In his third year. he resided all three tcrlns but could 
not sit the examination in December I8 18 'becausc of ill-health'. There is no record that 
he took any examination in Sunc 1819. To grnduntc, thereforc. John Unincke ncctlcd to 
con~plctc two nior-c tcr~ns because of his absencc in his second year, and all thc evi- 
dence points to the fact that he fi~iletl to graduate from St John's. I n  all, he was present 
seven terms and absent for two. He seems to havc suffered frorn bouts of ill-hcalth and 
was not entircly happy at Cambridge.? 

21 Gcorgc D. Surtchaell & Thomas I!. Surllcr ( 10.35) Alirrrrrri I>rrhlirlrrr.rc.r (Dublin: 
Thorn). P. 83 I .  

23 1 am indebted to Mr Dernrot J. M, Sherlock. Recortlcr of Alumni. Trinity (.'ollcgc. 
Dublin. for thc infomation given hcrc. 

13 1. A. Vcnn ( 1040) Alr~rr~rli Ctrt1/rrhr.igic~11sc.s (C'anibridgc: Cambridge University 
Press), part 11. vol. 4. p. 2M. 

24 I am indcbtctl to L h  G. A. Kcitl, Thc Hursary, St John's Collcge, Cambridge. for these 
details. 

25 This information was kindly provictcd by M. L). Wood. St John's College, Ca~nbridgc, 
in Junc I984 to n mc~nbcr of thc Uniackc fan~ily. Mr Brucc Smith of Australia, lo 
whom I am grateful. 



Self-imposed exile (1823-25) 
Canibridge in 1819 without a degree did not augur well for thc career of a 

young man from a I'nmily which. by then, was I'iir I'rom \\lcalthy and yet had hish 
cxpcctativns of him. A carccr in the ilnny, as chosen by his elder brothcr Kubert John. 
did not seemingly appeal to John Uniacke. He had received a sound classical education 
at Cambridge and had good fii~iiily connections, but he could 11ot opt for thc legal pro- 

. . 
fession for want of a university dcgrcc. nor could he hopc to 20 far i n  the c~vll scr\licc. 
Little is known of his \vhercabouts from 18 10 to 1823, whcn he ~ ~ i l c t l  l i~r  Hobart Town 
i n  thc C'ottlpctitot; a 425-~mner uwncd by Johnson and Sons and rcgistercd at the port 
of Whitby. In all likelihood, the vessel Icft London in May 1 8 3 .  

Three cxtcnsive manuscript letters sent by John Uniucke to his mother Annette 
Constantin Isom New South Wales in 1823 mid 1K24 have hccn examined. Until 
they wcrc listcd by H. K .  K. Peacock in Drc.ic8.r 23 ['Archives Series,' May 1983). 
Sew people had known 01' the existence 01' this privatc correspondence in the papers 
of the Uniache and Beresli)rd families of Woodhouse dating from 1668 to 19(M.?" 
Thc bulk of' [he material conceros the Woodhouse estate at Stradbally, but among 
the documcnts are to be found the precious letters which shed considerable Light on 
the carccr of John Uniacke in the colony from IS23 to 1825 and on rhe composi- 
tion of' his nal-sativc of Oxlcy's expedition. Photocopies of all the documents are 
preserved at the National Archives of Ireland. in Dublin (hereafter 11351'24). From 
these letters. i t  emerges that John Uniacke was in scrious financial difficulties 
when he resolved to t r y  his luck in Australia. To his mother, he wrote after arriving 
in New South Wales in September 1823: 

I I'cas you  will say t h ~ i t  I h a w  nor hitherto deserved any thing of tbc 
kind Kc p:irticuli~rl y that I am not worthy of a place of trust. 

Signif'iciintly, page I0 of' the Ielter, which explains the youns man's misde- 
nicanuurs i n  1823. is niissing, perhaps hccauhe the timily. o r  more precisely his 
~nothcr, wanted to erase any menlory of his past intemperance. 

In a subsequent letter of 30 January 1824, we learn that John Uniacke had been 
promised a stipend of &25 by the London Missionary Society to perform the duties 
of acting chaplain to the 160 nlale convicts being conveyed to Van Diemen's Land. 
but that he never received the money following the chief surgeon's death within a 
few weeks of the ship leaving London. The last letter we have from him, dated 24 
June 1824. confi~ms that John was in debt, as he pledged to redeem himsell' and 
pay his creditors i n  England from the safasy which he was ahout to receive: 

I hope ere long to be enabled to send home money for the gradual 
payment of my debts. which you may be assured I shall nor delay 
longer than is absoIutely necessary. (NAI 1 l35/24) 

16 My atrention was drawn to the catalogue of family pitpcrs by Mr Julian Waltan 
Natiunal University c i C  Irclanil. Cork. [u whom I owe ;I deb[ ol'grnritudo. 
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No doubt these debts were finally cancelled out following the early tragic death 
of the young man in Sydney in January 1825, when his persona1 efYects and house- 
hoId goods were sold at an auction, including 'three horses, a pig. and a four-poster 
bed'.?' So were the 2,000 acres which had been granted to him by Governor 
Brisbane at Earl Bathurst's request. shortly after his return from the expedition to 
Moreton Bay in December 1 823. To his mother he imparted 011 30 January 1 824. 

Since my return I have procured the order for 2,000 acres of land. for 
which I brought out Lord Bathurst's letter to the Governor and am 
now at liberty to make a choice of that quantity in any part of the 
colony which has been measured. (NAI, 1135/24) 

Leaving in the Cotnpetitor; under the command of Captain Wil l~ln  A \ C O L I ~ ~ I ,  Jot111 
Uniacke headed for the Cape of Good Hope. The vessel sailed from there on I X Junc 
1823 and docked at Hobart Town on 3 August 1823 with the acting chaplain on board. 
In his first letter to his mother from the Antipodes. John describes his three-week stay 
in Hobart and ricknowledges the invaluable assistance lent to him by Major Thomas 
Be11 (1782-1866). a military officer and engineer, born at Dunse, Berwickshire in 
Scotland. who had landed in Sydney in the L1oy~f.v in 1 8 17 to take cotnmand of the 48th 
Regiment. Later Bell was appointed commander of the military garrison in Hobart 
Town in 1818.'Yn the first of his letters from Sydney. John Uniacke gives valuable 
information on the colony and on his outward journey from England. He also provides 
many hitherto unknown detaiIs about his initial attempts at job-hunting in Syihcy ~n 
September 1823 and on the political situation in New South Wales at the time: 

I find that though Sir Thos is nominally governor here that hc ncves 
interferes with the government, and that the whole power is in the 
hands of Major Goulburn,'Qhe Secretary - brother to Mr Goulburn, 
the Irish Secretary"' (NAI, 1 l35/24). 

In 0cmn.s of Consohtion, David Fitzpatrick has noted that between 1788 and 
1868, some 36,000 convicts from Irelnnd were transported to Australia; these were 
largeIy from Mid-Western count ie~.~ '  At the same time, the migration of free set- 

27 A n o n  (IOiX), 'Un~ncke. John'. in  The / t t o r r t r l r ~ i i ~  rvrr \ (  Iop(wt11r1 (Sydney) .  vol. 9. p. 
73. 

38 Douglas Pike ( 1967) Au.\r!-trlilt~t riicfiorml: of h l ' n ~ ~ - q d r ? ~ .  Voltrrrtes I 6; 2: /7(YR- 1850 
(MeIbourne: Melbourne University Press). vol. 1. p. 8 1. 

29 Frederick Goulburn (1788-1 837) arrived i n  Sydney in December 1820. See B. Elder. 
f e d . )  ( 1  987). Tllr A 10 Z of  who'^ H ho I ~ I  Au.\rtalinn h i s f o y  (Brookvale: Child), p. 22. 

30 Henry Goulburn (1784-1556) was appointed Chief Secretary to the Marquis of 
Wellesley, Lord Licuknant of Ireland. See Leslie Stephen & Sidney Lee (eds) 
(19171 L)i~rio~rary uf tl~rrional bingrripk.~ (OxKonl: Oxford University Pres\), vol .  2. p. 
283. . . Dubid Fitzpatrick (1994) Orerrnr nfrrmr)hriru~ [Cork: Curk University PIP\\). p 0 



tlcrs was encouraged by the London government because of the enormou\ costs of 
runnins the colony, which arc pul by Manning Clark at around £450,000 III 1822.' 
In return. the free scttlers were promised a grant of land in direct proportlvn to 
t h c r  cap~tal.  The contribut~on of Irish settlers and convicts to early Australian soci- 
ery lay not so much in their numbers. hut rather in the notion of freedmi and the 
cultural traditions which they ~mportecl Into thc colony. as wcll ax in Irish 
Catholicism. Accorcti~lg to Fit~patrick, in I SC) I ,  

the proportion of Austral~a's Irish-born resident in each colony in 
I 891 wa\  a \  I'ollow\: 37.6% (Victoria).  33.  I ( / (  ( N S W I ,  19 0% 
(Queenslandj. 6.3'/( (South Aust~alinj. 2.5% (Ta\mania). anti 1.5% 
(Western Australia). 

Moreover. the totid number of Irish-born people in the colony, exprcssccl as a 
pel-ccntagc of the entire Australian population, was small: 3.5%. in 1 X5 I : this rose 
to a merc (7 ' A  i n  1021 . "  Hctwccn 1840 ;tnd 1914.   bout a third ol'a  nill lion people 
cmigratcd from Ireland but onJy onc in twelve emigrants chose Austntlia as their 
destination. The lucky country attracted few co~nparccl to Amcrica. 

I t  may wcll be said that John Uniacke's case was not i~ntypical of thc I'ate and 
contribution of  free Irish settlers to thc colony of New South M'ttles in the first half 
01' the nineteenth ccnti~ry. Yct, he was mo~-c I'ortunutc than most of his comp;ttriors, 
lor he had the support o f  powerful allies back homc such as Sir Georse F i t z p a l d  
Hill (17h3-IS69j. a S t ~ w n d  Baronet and former C'lcrk o f  the Irish Housc 0 1 '  
C'omlnons in 1 705. w h o  had been appointed Lord ol' the Irish Trrnsrtry in 1800 and 
a Privy-Coilncillor of the llnited Kingdom in 1S 17. Hill had marrictl onc of John's 
aunts, June Rercsforcl. in 17SX." Another name, which crops up rcgulxly in John 
Uniacke's correspondence. is that 01' his great i~ncle, Lord Beresford or William 
Cam, Viscount Beresford ( 1768- 1854). who d i e s  a distinguished career as all army 
officcr, had cntered politics in 151') anti later hccame Master of the Ortl~-~;~ncc. i r ~  
Wellington's ar1n)inistmtion from IS28 to 1 83O.!' Moreover, Uniacke had brought 
w i ~ h  him a letter from Im-tl Hathurst. the British Secretary for War and the 
Colonies. who was an nccluair~tnnce of the Beresfords, and he could hope to call on 
the support of several former political allies of the R i ~ h t  Honour-ablc John 
Beresford. 

What kind of society did John Uniacke and the Irish settlers and convicts l i d  
in New South Wales in 1823? The Anglo-Saxon social hierarchy was quite rigid in 
the 1820s and remained so throughout the nineteenth ccntury; there were six dis- 



rincr social groups: firsr military officers: second civil officers. among whom John 
Oxley. the Surveyor Cicncral of New S ~ w h  Wales. was to have a major impncr o n  
Uniackc's lif'c: third acttlcrs. both free a n d  cmancipeled. rmtrrrg whom was 
Uniacke: fourth Iiind-holdcrs; fifrh free workera who had been sent out to build the 
colony, and sixth tickets-of-leave persons - convicrs released from being engaged 
solely in govcrn~ncnt cmployment ;tnd allowed to seek on income fl-om privatc 
employers - and convicts.:" 

The clay nl'tcr landing ar Sytlncy Cove. Uniacke cdletl ilrgently on 211 thc dig- 
nitaries of New Soi~th  W;tIcs to C ; I I I V ~ S  their si~pport and ~ S S I S ~ ; ~ I I C C ,  including 
Frederick Goulburn, the Colonial Secretary, and Barrun Field, the Judge ol' the 
Supreme Court." He also made iln appointment wirh Governo~- Brjsbanc on I 
September 1823 and presented a letter from Earl Bathitsst. Having taken the huge 
gamble of emigrating to Australia. John Uniackc was ambitious and enterprising 
enough not to wait I'or othcrs to shape his future. Feeling thar he had to prove him- 
sell' lo Governor Brisbane. hc voluntccrcd at once I'or the expedition which he 
hc:irtl was afoor. On Ih October 1833. John Oxlcy had received orders from 
Govcl-nor Brisbme to proceed ro Port Curtis, Moreton Bay and Port Rowen. John 
Uniache does not secm lo huvc gone directly to Oxley but instead chose to plexl 
his case ro Frederick Goulburn. On  23 October 1823. hc was on 1m;ird the 
illri.iiltric/ as she left Sydney. Uniacke's second letter to his n~othcr ,  dated 30 
January 1824. was dral'ted after rhe expedirion had retnrnctl to Sydney: i t  conrains 
consitler:tblc new infomation on the expedition irself and on the role played by rhe 
young man. I r  is clear from the letter that Uniacke joined Oxlcy's expedition in the 
first place because he was i n  dire strairs and thought i t  bear to be I'rce from person- 
al expensca lor the duration 01' rhe trip. At the same rime. he w:is intent on impress- 
ing the Colonial Sccrcta~-y and the authorities. John Llniacke therefore emerges 
borh as an astute and practical young man, and as :i social clin~ber. 

Frhc letter dated 30 Jan~iary 1824 is most valuable in so far as it  sheds conaidcr- 
able light on thc composition 01' Uniacke's N1lrrirric.r of M r  O.deyl.~ cn!~ctlitioil t o  
s ~ r l - \ ~ y  Poi-t C'r/rti.\ tril~l illoi-otoir Bci? (1825). Upon the return of the Mu/-iiltrid to 
Sydr~ey Cove on 13 December 1823, he drafted his narrative 'entirely from ~sernclii- 
brance', as he cells us: hcncc the absence of 'the nautical details, with latitude. Ion- 
gitude rti a parcel of  calculations.' That is, contrary to previous assumptions. 
Uniacke did not keep a journal during the expedition. nor did he compose the nar- 
rative during the return journey from Moreton Bay. The targeted audie~ice also 
explains the arnissiou of very technical details: the journal wac intended for Inem- 
hers of the Uniacke family back at Wuodhouse in Stradbally mid would serve the 
same purpose as the letters lo his mother: 'This journal is for the whole fanlily'. but 
is especially addressed by John Un ixke  to his beloved sisters and Fanny in ~xtrtic- 



i~lar. The original manuscript journal was sent to his sisters soon after his return to 
Sydney; n copy of i t  was entrusted to Barton Field who Icft New South Wales in 
February 1824 ancl served as a basis for the publication of thc Ntr tnrr iw  M I .  
O.xlc~y'.v cqwditiorl I... I in the G~wgniphic~iI ~lzewoil:~ O I I  Now Soiirh Mile~~ [ . . . I  in 
July 1825, nfier John Uniackc's death. Unfortunately, locnting the original journal 
among the family papers in Ireland has proved impossible. I1 is also interesting to 
note from the second lettcr that John U~liacke showed Governor Brisbane 'a rough 
copy of my joi~rnal', which seems to imply that he subsequently polished this first 
draft before handing ;t scvisctl copy of' i t  over to Bmon Field, 

As for the personal benefits rhat accrued to Uninckc from his participation in 
thc Moreton Bay expedition, these were significant. Hc made i t  pcrfecrly clear in 
his letter to his mother that he was after some official rccompcnsc by way ot' a 
posilion. 117 the event, two positions were offered; the first onc. that of Barracks' 
Mastel; was withdrawn as having already been spoken for and was given insreacl to 
the son of the late Master in the Chancellery. The less prestigious position, that of 
Superintendent of  Distilleries or Inspector of Excisc, did nor come rcco~nmencled 
by rhc Colonid Secretary. but by January 1824. the seventy pounds which Uniacktt 
had bl-ought out with hi111 werc almost spent, ancl hc was desprnte for a stipend: 

However- I thought ir best to refuse nor i t  but told him that I would bc 
guided cntircly by him, & that at all cvents as the distillcry com- 
mences working ncxt week, I would do the duty ti l l  he I'ound son~c 
orher pcrwn more su~tcd to thc siruution. (NAI, 1 135/24) 

The ambitious young man, who had staked his future on the Moreton Bay expe- 
dition, was reduced to accepting a newly-created position that brought little status 
in the comnwnity. n o  morc, he tells us, that thc job o f  'gauger' in his native Ireland. 
On 20 February 1824, the Sytlliry Gtr;rrrr U I I L I  New Soiitl~ \V~ilo.\ Adwrt i . \~~r  
announced the modest appointment in its section 'Government and General Orders, 
Civil Department': 'The Governor has been pleased to appoint John Uniacke, Esq. 
To be Superintendent of Distilleries i n  the Colony of New South Wales."Wware of 
the trifling nature of the position, Uniacke continued to seek the patronage of Lord 
Beresford and others through the i~rtermediary of his mother. He also saw in farm- 
ing some insurance for the future and planned to 'radically buy stock'. It would 
appear that his initial salary was less thnn £200 per year and that the position of 
Superintendent of Distilleries held little proniise of fitture advancement. Uniacke's 
salary was a pittance compared to that of the Surveyor General, John Oxley who 
for three months, according a manuscript document, received f 1.128 and 100 
cents. " 

38 Anon, (20 February 1824). 22, p. I .  col. I .  
39 Anon. (1824) 'Uniacke. John. Advance on duties on coIonitlI dislillatiim. percentage 

paid to in 1824, in 'Culunial revenue account to the 31s1 of  March 1824'. Mitchell 
Iihrslry. State Library of New Swth Wales, manuscript No. M 1 A766. p, 5. 



Yet less than four months later. the Superintendent of Distilleries had made such a 
Ia\ourablc impression in government circles that he was asked by the Colon~al  
Secretary to fill, temporarily at least, the poutlon ol Shentt and Provost Marshall Sor- 
the Colony of New South Walec. The S~hc, \  G m w  r r r d  New S o ~ ~ t h  M/rrl(~.\ ~'\di.cl/~i.\er 
of 24 June 1824 published the following notice from the Colonial Secretary's office: 

His Excellency the Governor has been pleased to appoint Solin l!uiuckc. 
Esy. To the Offices of Sheriff and Provost Marshall Sol- the Colony of 
New South Wales and its Dependencies, other than and cxccpt the Island 
of Van Diemen's Land. t i l l  the pleasure of His ~Mi!jcsty shall be made 
known."' 

Three clays after this announcement, John Clniacke could hardly find the words 
to espl-css his delight and pride in u letter 01' 27 JLHIO 1824 to his mother (NAI, 
1 J3124). This short and breathless, almost frantic. lcltcr made it clear that at last. 
in his vicu., 11c was going places in rhr  colony. h4orcavcl-, John Uniuckc plcxkxl 
with his mothcr once 111ol-e to exert :my pressure she could on their acquaintances 
who wcrc active in Hsitish politics to make the appointment a perrnauent one. The 
officc was one of the most prestigious in thc colony and carried a subst:untiol 
salary, and the ambilious young man would have given his right arm to have 
secured i t  on a permanent basis I'or himsell', but as it turned out. this was not to bc. 

Although Uniacke retained his position as Superintendent of Distilleries. his I~opcs 
were dnshed as regards ofl'icial conl'irmation of his temporary appointment. John 
Mackaness ( 1 770a?- 1838). called to the Bar at the Middle Temple in July 1794, hxl 
already becn appointed Sheriff and Provost Marshall tbr the Colony of New South 
Wales by Earl Bathurst in January 1824. that is before Uniacke had received news of 
his temporary elevation. Mackaness arrivcd in Sydney in the Alfird less than a month 
al'tcs Lniackc's lcttcr to his ~nothcr. in July 1824. to lakc up his position. ' John  
CJni;xkc was thercli)rc acting Sheriff and Pruvost Marshall l o r  i\ vcry \host period. Yet 
his st;mtling in the co~nniunity must have been boosted by his plr~motion ahcad o f  so 
Ini\11\, other ciulclicli~t~~, and he was seen to have a brilliant ciwcr i n  :dministl-ution 
ahead of him. His gencl.ous dihposition ant1 caring nature arc shown by the Si~ct that he 
at oncc thought of his unmarrictl sisters who. without a portion. had no prospects 01' an 
advantageous marriage back in Ireland. His aim of bringing thcrn out to New South 
Wales was alas never to be achieved, tie wrote to his mothcr: 

Should 1 succeed [in keeping the position], Fanny & any other of my sisters 
who will favour me so far, may prepare to come out ns soon a$ they hke i f  
they can make up their minds to leave their other friends & come here to 
enjoy the Sinest climate & most beautiful country in the world, with an 
absolute certainty of getting husbands as faqt as they please. (NAI, 1135124) 



The wheel ol Io~lu~ic  was beginning to turn in his favour when tragedy struck 
unexpectedly. 

On 13 January 1825. less than e~ghteen months after landing in Van Diemen's 
Land full of hope and expeclarion\ of ~naking his fortune and a name Sor h i m d f ,  
John Uniacke. who had been in the best of health and had been the onlv member of 
the expedition to Moreton Bay not to suffer from scurvy. died of a remittent fever 
~t ~ h r  young age of 27; he had no issue. The Sidnrs Ga:clrr m c l  New South W h l r ~  
,\dl cTr.rr\rt. ol 20 January 1825 published the following obituary: 

At Sydney, on the 13th imtant. of a remittent fever, in the 27th year of 
his age, JOHN FITZGERALD UNIACKE Esq. whosc hospitable dis- 
position. whosc high and delicate sense of honour, whose good tem- 
per and manners, had justly endeared h i m  to the society in which he 
moved, where his loss will be long and sincerely regretted. The com- 
munity at large will also do justice to his memory. for his honest feel- 
ing heart not only sympathised with the distress of the poor, but his 
generous willing hand was ever ready to relieve them. 

The father of the Gentleman (who represented the borough of 
Youghall [sic] in the Irish House of Co~unions), married a daughter of 
the Right Honourable JOHN BERESFORD, late Comniissioner of 
His Majesty's Customs i n  Dublin, Member of the Irish and Imperial 
Parliament, u Brother to the first Marquis of Waterford." 

Additional details on the sudden death of John Uniacke have come ro light in a let- 
[cs l o u d  among the Uniacke papers at the National Archives of Ireland addressed to 
his nlother, Annette Constantia Doyne. fornierly Uniacke, and to the Bishop 01' 

Kilmore, John George Bcre4ord ( 1  773- I X621, the son of the first Marquis of Waterford 
and a cousin of John's (NAI, 1135/24). The letter-writer was George Mills. appointed 
to the position of Registrar of New South Wales by Earl Bathurst in January 1824. 

The  high esteem of the corninunity for the former Superintendent of 
Distilleries is underlined by the fact that his funeral was attended by all the digni- 
taries of the colony; Governor Brisbane, who was almost a recluse in his residence 
at Paratnatta, decided not 10 travel to Sydney as was his wont, but the Colonial 
Secretary. Frederick Goi~ lb~~rn ,  and all the colony's mili~al-y officers and the most 
prominent civil servants were present to pay their last respects. 

John Uniarke's remains were interred in the Devonshire Street Cemetery, 
Sydney, or Sandhills, which had been opened in I8 19 as the main burial ground of 
the capital. As Keith Johnson explttins. 'it  occupied the site of the present Central 
Railway Station from 18 19 until 1901, when all the remains were rxhumed and re- 
interred in other Sydney rnctropolitctn and N.S.W. country cemeteries."' The vast 



m:!ior-ity o f  the headstones. about 3,300 in nu~~ibcr .  were rc-located in twenty-five 
:tcrcs boundctl by Runnero~lg Road, La Perouse and the existins cemetery which 
hod been set s i d e  in IS 18." A m o n g  the oldest monuments originally in the 
Church of England section ol' the Devonshire Street Cemetery. was the tomb ol' 
John Uniacke. 

Irrcspcctivc 01' the errors 01' his ways in his youth, which had wrccked his stud- 
ies at C'ambridyc and had precipitated his ileparturc l'som Ireland on the Ions 
:ttlvcnturc. John Uniacke hail I'ound :L place in Austr~tlian history. His generosity is 
bl-ought home by his deep-l'clt concern lor his l'ellowmen. in particular the pitiable 
convicts, Parsons, Finnegan and Pamphlet. and the Moreton Bay Aborigines in his 
narrative. Sadly, a scurch t h r o ~ ~ g h  Irish newspapers of 1825 revealed that his 
i~ntintcly death went unnoticed and was not recorded jn his native land. Thc com- 
memorative edition. published in 1098 by the Royal Histol-ical Society 01' 
Queensland, is the Sirst cvcr coniplete collection of  John Uniocke's WI-itings and 
bears testimony to yet another invaluable contribution made by an unsung Irish 
hero and by the Irish people in general to the cmcsging colony 01' New South 
Wales and to Austr;tli:t over thc years. 

44 Kcith A. Johnson and Malcolm R .  Sainty (1873) G N I ~ ~ ~ ' S I ~ ~ I ~  i n~cr ip t ion~ ,  NSW 
(Sydney: Genealugical Publications of Auslralia). 11 I! 



Mount Melleray Seminary 

I N THE Ireland of the early !8.30s, when extreme poverty and ttn allnost total 
lack of' education cvcre wiclcsprcacl what learning was available could be picked 

1113 from the wandering hedge-schoolniasrers and occasionally from the local priest. 
The parish of' Cappocluin was no cxception to this rule and even more so the dis- 
trict k n o ~ / n  as  Scrahan. The  Cistercian monks arrivcd on the slopes of the 
Knockmcalclown mountains in May 1832 and shortly afterwards a Mr Peter Kcnny 
and his wife, :mived from Co. Kilkenny. Seeing the drcadl'ul conditions uncles 
which tlic children grew up there they decided to open a small school. This estab- 
lishment, the forerunner of Mount Mel'lcray Seminary, conimenced in a little builtl- 
ing which was later to become the garage of the Ladies' Guest House. I t  still 
stands. 

The itlea behind the venture was to provide a basic etfucation for the children of 
the nciglibourhood, and as neither he nor his wifc appear to have been trained 
teachers. the learning imparted remained very basic. A Sew ycars later. he obtained 
permission from Abbot Vincent Ryan to build. at his own cxpcnsc, a small house 
which still stands today. This was constructed just inside the cntrancc gatc, and 
Peter Kcnny tr;~nsl'erscd his pupils to ;I room inside this house. He was assistcd in 
his work by his wife and. following her death, he retired to live as a p e s t  within 
thc inonastcry. 

The school room was thcn transfcrscct to tlic monastery frlmiyurd. to what later 
was c a k d  che Brazier's Shop. and the Coach tlousc. n i s  i s  not u vcry spacious 
place, :as i~ measured appl-ox. twenty l'cct by fifteen. Boys c a m  LO ik school from 
all over the area and indeed some froii~ a distance. t h e  being no schools in the 
vicinity. Soon it  provcd to bc too small tbr the number of boys from the lncality 
who came for claur;e.q. nut lo speak ol'those who wished to study Ihc clnssics w i ~ h  a 
vicw to going on ft~r the priesthood. I t  may be rtmorkod, rbc whik the &minary 
lay under thc d imt ion  of Fr CIement Smith, f i ~ s l  Preside~b in w l m  was to became 
Mount Melleray Scminnry. only classics was taughl thm,  wen though R Clement 
had degrces in brrlh tm..e~~t classics and mathc~natks h m  Trinity College Dublin. 
On I0 .Iune 1845, the foundation stone of a ncw school building was laid by Abbot 
Vinccnt - his lust p b l i c  act. This was a single-storey structure, rnughly IUO fcct 
long and thirty I'cct wide. Thc ncw cdificc was divicted by a stone wnIl+ the cn5tei.n 
end k i n g  reserved for the mountain boys who were mainly taugh~ English. Irish 
being €he unly language of thc district at the time. A monk sometimes took chargc 
of tlic cluss but gcnel-ally the boys were in the care of a lay teacher. 

The classical stutlcnts. on the other side of the dividing wall, were taught by Fr 
C h n c n t .  a native of Finlca, Killdoe, Co. C'larc. Born in IS 10, he spcnt a nuinhcr 
of ycars in the teaching order of the Presentation brothers until 1838 when he 
joincd thc comni~inity of ivlo~~nt Melleray. His cxpericncc as a teacher made him 



eminently suitable for the task in the new college, and he seems to have been a 
great success. In February 1846, Fr Clement was ~\ppointed prior of  the monastery. 
and so was scconcl in command to the abbot, while still remaining attached to the 
school. In January 1847, he was sent to Arnerica to look for a suitable location for 
a proposed new foundation. Hc cvcntualiy became prior of the monastery founded 
at New Mellcray, in the state of Iowa, and was nonlinatetl coadjutor bishop of the 
diocese of Dubuquc in 1857. He acted as Apostolic administrator of the dioccsc of 
Chicago before returning in 1868 to assume charge of the diocese of Dubuquc Sol- 
lowing the death of Bishop Loras. 

Br Xavicr Melville, who was born in I8 10, in Askcaton. Co. Limerick, hitherto 
assistant to Fr Clement, was appointed President of the school in 1847, n position 
in which hc r cma i~~cd  until 1863. He had worked in a bank for a time and, beSosc 
entering the monastery. he too was a Prcsentation Brother just as Frs Cle~ncnt and 
James wcrc. One of' his assistants for a time was Fr James O'Ciorman. born in 
Crnnna. Ncnugh, Co. Tipperary. He taught. part-time. in the classical school and 
was sent to America on 8 May 1S41, whcrc he served as prior of New Mellcray 
before being chosen as vicar apostolic with the dignity of a bishop, in 185 1 .  He 
died a victim of cholera while attending the sick at Cincinnati 1874. 

Rr Xavier, though by no means a good teacher. was held in vcry high regard by 
all who met him and,  in local folklore. he was rcferretl to as  'King of the 
~Mountuin'. He had a great interest in dsamn and, at the end of each school year. 
staged what he called 'An Exhibition'. It was not long bcfore hc Sound that thc 
space nvnilublc in the classicid school was not large enough for all those who 
wished to attend this annual event. The reputation of  the new collegc in Mount 
Mellcray had spread and pupils began to flock to thc monastery school. In 185.1. 
he had the stone wall removed, it being rcplaccd latcr by a woodcn partition. This 
again proved to be insufficient and so, in 1853, he got the masons 01' thc communi- 
ty with some outside help to build the classrooms to the cast of the existing build- 
ing. These werc three in number and the one at the castern cnd of  the building was 
scscrved for the boys from the locality. This arrangement continued until I Y ( i 5  
when the Inonastcry had the National School, usi~ally called the 'Poor School', built 
just at the east sidc o f  what bcciune known as 'the play-road'. Toilets were built to 
the north of this building at u latcr stage. The locl-11 boys henceforth attcndcd das s  
in the new school. the old and cxrcndcd one-storey building being reserved for the 
classical studcnts. 

I t  should be pointed our here that all of thesc students paid little 01- nothing 
towards thcir education. In !'act. many of them were fed by thc monks. the boys' 
fiunilics being too poor to do so. Many priests b c p n  thcir course of studics in this 
school. among them at least onc bishop. I)r John Colcm;m of Armidale. Australia. 
The laltcr always artributctl his vocation to I? Auys t inc  who Sor rnany years 
supervised thC runn in~  ol'tlic institution. Onc day, as thc boys werc at play in front 
of the school. Fr Augustinc called over John Coleman and asked him would he like 
to be a priest to which hc rcplied that he did. 'Thc bichop oftcn sclatcd this to thc 
neighbours in later years. 
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Thc philosophy classes were transferred to the Boys' National School 
where i t  was nmalgarnated with that of the Girls' in the 1940s. This latter 
building, now used as a parish hall by the local community, was originally 
the school built for the girls of the district by Fr Walsh, parish priest of 
Cappoq~~in.  The ad-joining house was for the use of the teacher provided by 
the school. 

Fr Ignatius Foley, appointed president in 1863 following the resignation 
of Brother Xavier, set up a class in logic that year and placed it in the care 
of Mr Conroy, an ex-Maynooth student. Mr Conroy remained teaching for a 
year before moving to Newfoundland where he became an advocate, and 
evcntuslly a judge, in the legal system there. This appointment was made by 
Fr Ignatiu\ shortly after his taking up duty as president, a post which he 
retained for the next 44 years, though he seems to have continued as teacher 
o f  classics for some rime. Following the departure of Conroy, the philoso- 
phy class was always taught by a monk and this practice continued until the 
C ~ O S L I ~ C  o f  the college. The best known of these monk-professors was Fr 
Stanislaus Hickey, later the author of the three-volume standard textbook 
called wryly S L I I ~ I ~ U ~ L I  P k i l o . s o l ~ l ~ i ~ ~ ~ ~  S'cholilstic~~e (Brief Sumntary of 
Scholastic Philosophy), a compendium that came t o  be used worldwide in 
English-\peaking colleges, and which remained in use right up to the time 
of the Vatican Councrl. He was electcd abbot of Mount Melleray in 1931 
following the death of Dom Maurus Phelan. Abbot Maurus had a span of 
over thirty years of association with the college and never lost his love o f  
the place. Anothcr who had long years of service there was Fr Finbar 
Cashman, later abbot of Mount Melleray, who never forgot the students 
who pa\\ed throngh hi\ hands during his years as dean of studies. He was a 
strict disciplinarian, but dealings with thc students were aiways said to be 
tempered with kindness and charity. and his past pupils held him in thc 
highest regard. 

It is not certain in what year facilities wcre made available for late voc:~- 
tions. but i t  certainly foe\ back to the last century and was highly regarded 
by many bishops throughout the English-swaking world. The system was 
that those too old for the normal curriculum of the secondary classical edu- 
cational system were given a special grinding in the Latin language, while 
at the same time availing themselves 01' the opportunity of improving their 
knowlcclgc of English 11ter:tture and othcr disciplines. On the cornpletlon o f  
two years of study (occasionally just onc). thc students graduated to the phi- 
losophy class, where a working knowledge of Latin was necessary. thc text 
being in that language. There werc only rwo institutes in the country where 
this facility for late vocations was then available - Mount Melleray and 
Mungret College. Many excellent prie\ts passed through the system. 

There was no sleeping accommodation available in Mount Melleray in the early 
days of the seminary, so those who cunc front a distance were boarded-out with 
the neighbours. A list of houses survivcs from the early days of the school and they 



thcy 'ire ,1\ follows: Miss Walsh's', The Lodge'. The Hotel'. P. White's4, I. O'Shea'. 
Mrs Hayden's", Roger Whelan's7. Tom Hurtin" John Downing", Mrs Donoghuel', 
Michael O'Brien, Jack O'Brienl ' ,  Widow Neelan'sl', Biddy MiIlca'sl ', Jessy 
Malloy'sl', Jack O'Donnelllt, Bill O'Donnelll" MacCarthy". Thl\ list I \  t a h a ~  from 
a notebook dated 1861, but it is very well known that Fr Basil Foley, a native ot 
Old Par~sh, stayed with the Ryans of Crow W1U (to the north-east of thc nlon,i\tcry) 
when he was a student at the college and that the Flynn\ (who cverc very clo\e to 
the boarding houses) also kept boarders. TI1creli)re. ~t IS clcar that thc I i \ t  1s not 
exhaustive. Fr Aloysius O'Keefe, later an historian and 'tnnitlist of the monastery, 
\tnycd with thc Downlng\ dboilt half a mile ~ 1 1 t h  o f  the monastery, and the futurc 
Abbot Maurus Phelan. with the monastery's near neighbours the Haydens. There is 
al\o a trad~tion that student\ boarded with the MacCarthy family of Monwee o n  
the propelty now In the pos\e\sion of the Devlnc family 

Fr Ignatius. appointed prcvdent followiny thc re\~gnntion ot R r  Xav~er ,  was 
always concerned with the problem ot i ~ c c o ~ l ~ m o d a t ~ o n  tor thc students. Boarding 
out wn\ dcceptablc 111 good weather, but In thc dcpth o f  winter, it placed a great 
hardship 011 the boy\. In 18h7. with the approval and I'inancial help o f  thc ttbbot, hc 
bcgan the construction of suitable accommodation, later called the Boarding 
Houses, near thc entrance gatc. Aid was solicltcd trow many quarters including the 
Holy See. but one ol hls maln benefactors was Richard Devereux of Wexford. The 
new accon~modation was butlt in the form of three houses, the lowcr hou\c :tdjoin- 
ing thc tlwdling el-eckd hj Peter Kenny. The foundation stone o f  t h ~ s  \tructurc 
was laic1 on 3 1 July 1867 and was rcady li)r occupation o n  14 Septclnbcr 1868. The 

Probably i n  the gro~~ncls of whnt later became the guest honsc for ladies. Miss Walsh 
was the teacher appointed to educate thc girls of the urca. 
Pcter Kenng's house just inside thc entrimcc t o  the monastery grounds. 
This building w i ~ h  its little shop lay on the eastern side of [he Ne\vcnstle Road very 
near the Kenny plncc. 
One hundred yards o n  the norlhcrn sidc of the Clogheen road. 
Knockaunncuit, one ~nilc on the soutlicrn side 01 [he afore-mcnlioncd road. 
'The ncarcst neighbour immtxiialcly to the east of the monasteiy. 
To ~ h c  west o f  the house occupied until very recently by Ned O'Donncll. 
On B61har Hui Kk approx. SO0 yards o11 the southc~-11 sidc of the Clogheen road. 
At thc lowcr cnd of the abbey farm. 
Possibly thc dwelling presently occupied by the Mangan at thc bollom o f  Mcllclay 
Hill. 
Possibly whnr is now known as 'Katie's'. 
This was in Scrahan West near the Downing home. 
Very close to the glen at the bottom of the farm and close to thc Downin~s. 
Probably Millea as there is no trndirion of the Malloy name in  thc district. 
Possibly the dwelling in Feddau~i adjoining thc monastery land. 
Possibly the dwelling adjoining the Kyans o n  Crow-Hill now owned by the 
O'Donoghue family. 
On the Clogheen road, northcrn sick. 
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The whole complex was coniplctcd in six ycars and, from then on. all those from 
afar ate. slept and studied there while cl;isses continued to be taught in the upper 
school. Fr Ignatius continued to supervise the college until his 85th yeus and then 
the decision to retire was taken al'ter he had taken a fall during a strong wind. 

In thc ycars 19OI-2. the roof of the old classical building was taken off and an 
upper stor-ey ~tddcd to accommotlatc extra classes. Abbot Carthagc then proceeded. 
in 1903, to aclcl another building to the complex, frx use its a scicncc block. The 
ticsign was in thc hands of a Mr Bcary. town engineer of Dungarvan. and the actu- 
al construction was entrusted to a Mr Crccdon of Ferrnoy. From this date onwards, 
lay teachers were employed on a regular basis as assistants to thc monks. 
Stanislu~~s Hickcy (abbot 193 1-33) undertook the psovision oi' a chapel for the col- 
lcgc uncl was the last building to be crcctcd during the lifcrimc of the seminary. 
Mass had. until then, been celebrated in the large study hall in the Hoarding House. 

In thc beginning, the college was opened to provide education for the poor boys 
of the L I S C ~  b ~ ~ t  ;IS soon as thc f;ui~c of the place spr-cxl, attendance grew and many 
o f  the stutfents wishcd to go on for the priesthood. Thus. the cl~tssics were taken 
up, and were seen as above the teaching 01. philosophy. The nmiority of the young 
men passing through thc college were destined fix thc priesthood, and this tenden- 
cy continued until thc 1940s. Many bishops b c p ~  their ecclesiastical education 
there, ant1 Fs Nivarcl Flood (one time president o f  the seminary) used to say that at 
onc time the entire hierarchy of Australia were past pupils of Mount Mcllcrny. 
Somc of the better-known past pupils in the ecclesiastical field wcre Bishop Tom 
Ryan, secretary to Pope John XXIII; Bishop Mullins of Menevia: and Mgr Michael 
Olticn. pscsidcnt of St Patrick's College Maynooth. 

The great cmphitsis o n  the classics and philosophy did not preciude other actill- 
itics and intcrcsts. Hr Xavier Melville began the musical tradition and the student 
could, without nluch trouble, provide a session of classical ntusic on the occasion 
of the 'Exhibition', known to the boys as 'Glee' clay. A clunlifictf tcacher of instru- 
mentd music was employed and, !'or many years. J o h n  Powcr of Clonmel I'illcd 
this position. Among thc lay staff may be mentioned Sedn 0 Cuirrin, notcd Gaelic 
scholar. Mr. T. Olden. a fine scholar in the field of English literature; and J .  
McCarthy. who excelled i n  English and history. All three of thc~n are buried i n  the 
public cclnctcry at Mount Mellesay. 

Early in this century, the Royal University of Ireland extended to suitably 
equipped educational centres the facility of conferring in the form of degrees, 
external or correspondence courses. Mount Meller;ty Seminary applied for 
approval :tntI after due clcliberation thc board of' thc university grunted the rcquest. 
Thc courses, tutorcd by T. Ebrill. were pursucd in the Seminary ' ~ L I I  were at all 
times under the inspection of the board, extcrnai exrtrniners being used to :?lonitor 
examinations. Thc students o f  the Mount proved very successful in this field and 
the 191 3 edition or /-\.IT Slc;ihhtc~irl~~c.il  (The Mountain - the school magazine) fea- 
tures seven gr~tduatcs. Among tnosc who won a BA degree while attending Mount 
Melleray Seminary. may be numbered Daniel O'Connell (later Abbot Celsus). who 
~rrtciuatcu in mrtthcmatics and, ~ o h n  Luddy (Fr Ailbe), who read classics with dis- 



tinction. Denis Luddy, a brother of the latter, also left the seminary with a BA 
dcgrec. The suppression o S  the Royal University brought this very usefill scheme 
to an end. 

Mr Kenny and his wife opened their school to provide a basic education for the 
boys oS the ncighbourhood, but under the control of the monks, the establishment 
quickly assumed thc character of a minor seniinary, wherc thc students were pre- 
pared for the study of theology in a major seminary. This remained the policy until 
late in the stewardship of Br Xavier when provision was niade for a higher educa- 
tion for those who dcsired i t  but who did not intend to go on for the priesthood. By 
the turn of the century, u large group of these students came mainly from u farming 
background and it was felt that some provision should be made for them in the sci- 
ence of agriculture. Nothing came of  these ideas. but they werc never far below the 
surface of the prcsitlent's mind.  In 1916, it was  decided to approach the 
Department of Agriculture for assistance and advice in setting up an agricultural 
division in the seminary, the idea being to incorporate the new venture in the 1917 
prospectus. The officials in Dublin ignored the requcst and so i t  was decided to go 
i t  alone. Somc  ground behind the National School was acquired from the 
rnonastcry and this was laid out in plots. The designation 'the Plots' survived long 
after the demise ofthe rtpricultulal division. Further ground was handed over to the 
students and some thousands of young trees - larch, spruce. beech, chestnut, black 
fir and Corsican pine, were plantcd by way of a shelter belt jn the 19 17- 18 season. 
Poultry was already bcing reared near the 'Boarding Houses' and now the new 
fxmytlrd in the 'Homestead' was stocked with milk cows. These first cows were of  
the shorthorn variety and anwng t h a n  was one purebred cow. It was intended to 
gradually rear a purebred herd o f  this variety. In I9 18. the first College Co-opera- 
rive Society in Ireland was cstrtblisliccl and, ever afterwards, the 'Homestead' was 
more familiarly known as the 'Co-op'. Somc pigs were also procured and the stu- 
dents experimented with various kinds of feeding mixturcs during the winter 
months. Records of these experiments werc writtcn down but, unfortunately, rhcy 
have not survived. Thc venture thrived for many years. but in the late 1920s. prob- 
lems arose that resulted in the sudden closure of the entire project in i931. The 
ground used by the students reverted to the abbey farm, as did rhc buildings, some 
of which still survive and are still known locally as thc 'Co-op'. 

The aftermath of the French Revolution saw the total suppression of the 
Cistercian Order in Europe. though many monks remained loyal to thcir cclibate 
vocation while labouring for a paltry cxistcncc as parish priests in various pluccs. 
5'1. Augustine de Lestrange had been novice master of the Abbey of La Trappe in 
Normandy prior to its suppression m d ,  wit11 the full approval o f  his superiors, he 
set up a house of  refuge in Switzerland at a tbnner Carthusian monastety called La 
Val Sainte to which monks from all over Frmcc gravitated. Governntent approval 
for this venture was for a maximum of 25 ~nonks. so I>om Augustinc was soon 
forced to establish colonies elsewhere. The monks ~noved out over Europe i n  
groups and in time set up new, or  reopened old, rnonnstcries. The local authorilics, 
particularly in Eastern Europe. would allow these to remain only o n  condition that 



they provided an education for the young. Many monasteries eventually thrived 
precisely because they sun colleges. Teaching. as such, was ncver in accordance 
with Cistercian ideals, but necessity brought about its general acceptance in the 
immediate post-Revolutionary era. Another for111 of the college idea was the provi- 
sion of a junioratc within the monastery, as was the case up to recent times in the 
Abbey of Viaceli, Spain. The Cistercian Order gradually re-established itself in 
western Europe but i n  the form of independent congregations. In France, those of 
La Trnppe and SeptFons, together with Westmalle in Bclgium and Casatnari i n  
Italy, wcl-c very close i n  outlook and cnmc to be rcgtirdcd as "Strict" congrega- 
tions.  mount Melleray belonged to that of La Trrtppc. Some monasteries within 
these groupings still retained colleges but gradually the influence of central author- 
ity, particularly following the union in I892 of the congregations of France :tnd 
Bclgium. ended with the closure of most of the institutes of education. Meanwhile, 
the tide of opinion in Mount Mcllcray was slowly changing and, by 1971, whcn- 
Dom P61 OhAon~rsn was clcctcd abbot following the resignation ol' Dom Finbar, 
thc majority favoured closure. A delegation ot' the teaching staff went to the new 
abbot asking him to untlcrtake a program of rcnov:ttioll/rcbuildil7g of the college. 
fabric. Hc decided to study the question and, following consultations with archi- 
tects and builders, presented his findings to thc community. A series of  discussions 
followed, after which a vote was taken that sesultcd in the decision to close. All the 
staff members were placcd in other collcgcs while provision was madc for students 
f'or whom the seminary authorities I'elt a scsponsibility, TvIo~~nt Nlelleray Scminary 
finally closed its doors in June 1974. Fr Francis Carton, the last prcsidcnt, was 
responsible for much of the details regal-ding the smooth .\hutting down of the 
Seminary. 

The buildings remained idle for some years, except for thcir occasional use by 
youth clubs from the Ihbl in arca. This ceased when ncighbours objected to prop- 
erty tlamagc thnt was b l m c d  o n  thc yo~lth ~ S O L I P S .  I n  1977, the C;~tholic Boy 
Scouts of' I r e l d  (CBSI) cclcbratcd the golden jubilee (Jumborce) ol' its fo~rndu- 
tion on the monastic propel-ty, thc Boarding Houses being used as headquarters for 
the cvcnt. The location proved very attractive to the scouting movement and had 
hccn taken o n  a I'ive-year lcasc in thc names of Sour scnior scouts. On 1 April 
1082, a 2 I-year-lease was agreed at n nominal rent. The scouts arc responsible for 
its maintenance. 

Meanwhile the classroom block had remained unoccupied and generally 
unused, and the lack of hcating rcsultetl in a general deteriol-atio11 in the fabric. The 
community took the clccisiol, in late 100b to demolish the lot, including the sectian 
used as 11 souvenir shop. 

The contract was signed in late rleccrnbcr I996 but a few Icgal difl'icuities pre- 
vented the contractor I m n  beginning on time. Work co~nmenced i n  January, bur 
bud \vcutlic~. causctl d c l ~ y s  in the actual w o ~ h  of dcniolition. I t  is to bc noted thnt 
much 01' the f~rrnishings, c.g., wainscotting. window sills. slatcs. tiles a n d  I'loor 
blocks. were salvugcd and sold by thc contsxtor. I t  was bccausc of' this possibility 
that he was cnahlcd to quote n rather low price for thc wosh. The Poor School 



walls wcre pulled down on 12 or I3 March and demolition of the main building 
lxgan on the latter date. The Inst section came down o n  27 March 1997. 

At the moment of writing, the buildings dating from thc i 840s (bchincl thc l'or- 
rner classroo~n block) we being renovated for i ~ s c  as a Iiel-itnge room. audio-visual 
centre and souvenir shop. I t  is to be noted [hat these structures were erected as cow 
houses anel fccd storage places. The space in front of them is being landscaped anel 
i t  is hoped to placc the statue of the Virgin Mary. which fcmnerly stood on top of. 
the classroom building. in a place ol'promincnce as a rucn~orial to thc now-clefunct 
Mount Melleray Seminary/Collegc. 
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List of County 
who died in 

Waterford soldiers 
World War One 

HI;, number ol' Irish men who responded lo rhc call to arms in [he "Grear War" 
1s variot~sly estimated to have been bcrwccn 300.000 ant1 500.000, and proba- T. 

bly exceetled 400.000. This inclutlcs rhose who were :tI~-eatly in [he regular army 
beh rc  1014. rhc vol~tntccrs I'ro~n the island of Ircl;~ntf. Irishmen living in Wales, 
Scotland, and England (both bel'ore ant1 after conscripion), Irishmen in [he armies 
of Austndia. New Zealitnd. USA and Uanda .  In addition. many Irishmen worked 
in the munitions Irtcrories in Englmtl and o n  [he English hnns :ts labourers. where 
they 1-cpl~1cei1 those who hxl  gone to war. 

Major-General Sir William Hickie, KCB, rhc G e ~ l e r d  Officer cornmantling [he 
16th 11-ish Division, made [he claim that 320,000 11-ishmcn scrvctl in rhc Grcnr 
War.l Hc based rhis on the fact rhar the census taken in 1919 by the Royal Irish 
constabulxy sho\vctl [hat 248,000 men had rcr~~rnect lo Irelmtl when tIcmobilis;~- 
[ion rook place. To these must bc adtlctl the 50.000' Irish tlcatl who made the 
supreme sacrifice and the men who wet-c srill serving in rhc many 13ri[ish ant1 Irish 
battalions o f  thc rime. Thus ~scgartlcd. this claim may be consitlered a conservurjve 
estimate. 

The reasons for voluntary cnlisrrncnr were Inany and included economic Irtc- 
tors. the cnth~tsiasm that some young Inen have for military training, ant1 cspeciitl- 
1y (in C'o~lnty Wntcrfortl) the influence of John Rcdmond, MP fos Waterford City 
and leader 01' [he Irish Parliamentary Nationalist Party. He urged his supporrers to 
enlist. believing [hat [he war would bc short ant1 that Nationdist purticipnrion 
w o ~ ~ l d  bring about sooner the desired Home Rule. 

The numbers enlisting were greatest in  rhc opening years, 17111 they began to falt 
in IC) I6 ;is the true reality of the horrors of war became apparent. The Republican 
. . 

nslng in IC) 16 and its tiflermnrh profuuntlly altered the polilical scrne in Ireland 
and. by I9 19, [he old Nationalist Party was in ruins ant1 its leader, John Redlnond. 
was dead. John's brother, Mqjos Willie Retlmontl, \v~is killed at Messincs o n  7 June 
1') 17. 

I This is taken I.rotn an article entitled 'The Irish N~ttioti~tl War Me-morial' /ir.i(i.\lr 
/.o;iou Arrrzi~rrl (1941). Thc complete annual is available ;it the N:ttion;~l 1,ibsar-y and 
at The lioyal Hritish Legion. South Frederick Streel. I h b l i n  2. 

2 0 t h ~ ~  histosians estitni~tc the ni~tiiber ol' Ir ish war  dead more conservatively a1 
be~wccn 25,000 :md 27,000. See. for cxatiiplc. I h v i d  I;it/parrick ( 19%] 'Militnsis~n 
it1 Ireland, 1000 - l922', in Thotnas Barle~l md Keih Jel'kry (eds) ,4 trlili((it> Izi\(oi>, 
of/l.rlrrtrr/ (Ca~nbritlgc: Cntnbsidge Universi~y Press). pp. 370-406 (pp. 382 and 501). 



The following list of County Watcrford men who died in the "Great War" was 
compiled from various sources. The biggest part has becn collatcd by a Mr Power 
of Green Street. Waterford, and was published in the M L I I I S ~ Y I .  E X ~ I Y . F S  Christmas 
Supplenicnt of December 1991 and over the following weeks. I t  is likcly that he 
collected some of their names from the Great European War Memorial Books 
which arc available at Watedord City Library. These were published in I923 and 
include some 50,000 names of Irishmen who fell in the War.' The majority (about 
70%) have a rccorded location o f  birth in Ireland. Some of the others without 
recorded location of birth in Ireland are known to havc becn born in Ireland: e.g. 
James Owen William Shine, John Denis Shine, and Hugh Patrick Shine. all of 
who~n  are known to have been born in Dungarvan. Many without recorded loca- 
tion of birth in Ireland have Irish-sounding names, e.g., Sergeant Edward 
McCarthy 12 17 1 ,  Royal Dublin Fusiliers, born Islington, Middlesex; James 
Kinsella 11303, Irish Guards. no recorded place of birth: and Jalncs Wilfred 
Keohan 6626, Connaught Rangers, born Sutton. Surrey. There is even a nurse - 
Annie K. Shirley of the Unites States Army Red Cross - who is said to have dicd 
while nursing soldiers, America, but her birth place is not rccorded. I t  is likcly 
therefore, that the vast majority are validly described by the term 'Irishman'. This 
record seems mainly drawn 1'roni British 4r1ny r~co rds  ;md probably understates 
the numbers of Irish who died in the Canadian, Unites States, and Australian 
Forces. It ~ilakcs 110 ~ncntion of Irish lost in the Merchant Navy nor, indeed, of any 
Irish who died fighting for thte German side.' 

Othcrs havc been added froni the publications of the Coni~nonwealth War 
Graves Cornmission, including its list of war graves in County Waterford. The list 
includes some RAF men and seamen and some who dicd aftcr the 1914- 18 period. 
More again come from Canadian, Australian, and American records. Other names 
come from local knowledge in Waterford. Simple enquiry has elicited many fami- 
lies with ~nultiple members who enlisted and seem to have escaped official record. 

Some problems arose in exactly defining a Watcrford man. Was it to include 
men born in County Watcrford and with residence in Clonmel, and how about 
those born in Clonrncl but with rcsidence in Waterford? A certain discretion was 
exercised when sufficient was known. Waterford Diocesan chaplains were includ- 
ed even when place of birth and residence was outside the county but within the 

3 Colnmirtee o f  the Irish National War Mcmorial (cornp.) (1923) I ~ ~ I N / z I I ' . P  Memor-id 
Krtwrds 1'114-1919, brirlg the ilrrrrzc>.s of Irishrrm roho,fell in the G r m ~  El~ropenri Wtrr- 
(Dublin: Maunsel and Roberts). Thc names of 49.400 are included. 
The Commonwealth War Graves Commission maintains an Internet site n;hich is 
invaluable for information about the Fallen of WW I and WW2. The address is 
http://www.cwgc.orgl. Thc Naval and Military Press have published a CD-ROM 
entitlcd So1tlirr.s Jiotl iu 1110 Grctr~ 1.Vur 1914-191'1 and it is an  cxccllent rcscarch aid 
for privatc study. It is available at PO Box 61, Dnllington, Hcnthlicld, East Susscs, 
TN 21 W S .  Engiand. 
The Internet address is http:Nwww.great-war-casualties.coml. The I>ungarvan 
Muscum Internet sitc contains a WWI section with useful links. The address is 
http:llmembers.tripod.com/dunga~an/. 



Waterford Diocese, e.g. Ardfinnan. Men from Ferrybank, Slieverue and Glenmore 
who enlisted in Waterford were also included, but not generally those from 
Clonmel or Youghal. 

Almost every family in  the county seems to have some relative who fought in  
the "Great War", and yet little is heard or known about them. It is hoped that publi- 
cation of this list o f  World War One dead from County Waterford will go some 
way to restoring to public consciousness the rightful place of those young men 
who gave their lives in places far from home believing, as so many did, that they 
ciid so for the cause of Irish nationdism. 

The list is not complete as more nuncs are being added from time to time. The 
total number to date is 733. One c o ~ ~ l d  dcduce from an average fatality rate in 
World War One of about 15% that about 4,800 young men from Waterford enlist- 
ed. Some data are shortened to facilitate the format o S  presentation and only the 
essential facts are included. The authors will be pleased to be informcd of any 
errors or omissions, and an up-to-date list will be made available on a 3.5 inch 
floppy disk using Microsoft Excel :it a small charge. 

The following abbreviations have been used: 
I st, 2nd, etc. (Batt.) giving the Battalion number 
F & F = France and Flandcrs. Many of those in the Irish regiments died on the 

'111111. borderland between France and R e l ~ '  
KIA = Killcd in action 
K = Killcd 
D = Dicci 
411 birthplaces in the list are assumed to be of Waterford county unless other- 

wise st:tted. 

An Cumann Cuimhne Saighdiiiiri an ChCad Chogaidh Dhomhnnda. 
Ann Allridge, Knockateernore, Dungwan. 
Richard Power. 2 1 Sarsfield Street, Abbeyside, Dungarvan. 
Ji l l1 St;tccy, Monang, Dungarvan. 



Mprnoriai p l ~ z q u ~  of Pulrick F!y~i1, 
Abbeyside. Dunganwn. 



Surname 
Abbott 
Anderson 
Anderson 
Aspell 
Attridge 
Aylward 
Aylward 
Aylward 
Barnett 
Barnett 
Barron 
Bsrron 
Barron 
Barry 
Barry 
Barrlv 

' Barry 
Barry 
Barry 
Barry 
Ba Wrson 
Beecher 
Bell 
Biggane 
Biggs 
Bluett 
Batand 
Bdand 
Bowers 
Breen 

Fim Name 
John 
Francis 
George 
Jetemiah 
Daniel 
Edward 
H u k n  
Joseph 
Jowph 
Patrick 
John 
Timothy 
Walter 
Edward 
James 
John 
Patrick 
Richard 
Thorns 
William 
Perer 
Ed ward 
Rupert 
Michael I) 
Colin 
Joseph 
Daniel 
Maunce 
Ckirlec 
James 

Reg. Nu. Rank 
19603 Privale 

Major 
19878 Corpordl 
GI1478 Privare 
4729 Private 
R256S2J Sapper 
6427 Private 
4697 Private 
1020 Privare 
22977 Privite 
1 17% Wivate 
5/487 1 Privaie 
77365 Gunner 
9218 Pr~vate 
7948 Private 
1 13 I h Privale 
5693 Priviae 
1983 Private 
I073 1 Private 
2413 Private 
-3462 I Private 

Lieutenant 
SPTS 1380 Private 
2738 Private 
420827 Private 
8637 Lance Sgr 
6550 Privare 
717 Lance Set 
151470 dapper 
4705 Private 

I Son ol Capt. T. Bigph, Dungorvan 

Regime~lt 
Gloucesrenhire. S h  Hat! 
Royal Freld Artliiery 
Royal Gamwn Anillery 
Royal lrish Fustliers 2nd Baa. 
Royal Irish Regiment 7th Bait, 
Royal Eng. ?63rd Railway Co) 
Royal Irish Regiment lu Ban. 
Royal lnsh Regiment 1st Bati. 
Connaupht Rangers 2nd Batt. 
Royal Duhlm Fu\iliers 81h Bat1 
Royal Welsh Fuailiers 8th Batr 
Black Wsttsh 9th Bait. 
Royal Field Artillery. 123rd Brigade 
InJ Guards Reserve Bnrt. 
71h Royal lrish R f k s  
12th kincashire Fusiliers 
5th Coonaught Rangers 
7th. Royal lrish Reg. 
Ruyal lrish Regiment 2nd Ban. 
lnsh Guards 1st Batt. 
Royal Defence Force 
8th Roy01 Munster Fus~lien 
23rd. Royal Fusiliers 
Caneddian Army Service Corps 
Carmdian Scorti~h 79th Canieronc 
Munsler Fusilien 1st Ban. 
2nd Royal Irish Reg. 
Munstcr Fusiliers 2nd Batt. 

m e e n  Corps of the Royal En,' 
2nd Royal Irish Reg. 

Particulars {Dea!h) 
Killed in action F & F. June 7. I 9  17 
Died of woundr, F & F Aug. 25 191 8 
Diedin F& FMarch 19 1917 
Died ar Salonica March 13 1918 
DjedinFikFMarch7 19t8 
Killed inactionF&FApril 13 1918 
D i d  ai Salonica Feb. 6 1917 
Died of wounds F & F April I 1 19 15 
Died of wounds F& FOCI. 19 1914 
KitledinacdonF&FMay 19 1916 
Killed in actton at Gallipoli Aug. 7 1915 
Died of wounds F & F Sepr. 28 19 I5 
Killed in action F & F May 3 1917 
Died at home Aug. 8 1 9 15 
Killed in action F &  F Aug. 6 1917 
Died of wounds Salonica Dec 23 191 7 
Died Salun~ca Nov. I I t Y I5 
Killed in action F & F Oct. 21 1914 
Killed in action F & F Mar. 21 1918 MM 
Killed in action F& F Nov. I 1914 
Dled at Iwme Jan 6 1917 
Died of wounds July 19 I916 
Killed in actlon F& F Aug. 1 1916 
D~ed W r n  10 1918 
Dledst YpresJune 13 1916 
Died ut Gallipoli July 4 191.5 
Killed F & F Sept. 3 1916 
D~ed inF& FSept.75 I916 
D~ed in Egypt May 4 19 17 
Killed F &  FJulv 1 1916 

Piace ofSirth 
Waterford 

Tallow. Co. Waterlord 
Waterford 
St John's, Wakrford 
Baflybncken. Waterford 
Wotertord 
Newtawn. Waterford 
Si Patrick's. Waterford 
Clashmore, Co. Waterford 
Kilmacthomas. Co. Wat. 
K~lc,dl latlow. Co. War. 
I V ~ I C I  lo1 ti 

Cappxluin. Co Waterford 
L Lismore. Co. Waterford a 

Waterford ", 

Waterford $. 
Carrickbeg. Co. Waterford r/l 
Si Patrick's. Waterford r/l 
Kilrossanty. Co. Waterford T 
Waterford 
Lismare, Co. Waterford 
Cathedral, Waterford 
Buried Ballytanen Cemetery 
Son of Capt. Biggs' 
Dungarvan. Co. Waterford 
Carrickbeg. Co. Wateriord 
Cappapin. Co. Waterford 
Not given2 
St John'<. Waterford 







Connars 
Coumy 
Coomv 

Cooke 
Corcoran 
Corcoran 
Coreri 
Costigan 
Cotter 
Coughlan 
Croke 
Croke 
Croke 
Cmke 
Croke 
Cronin 
Cronin 
Cronin 
Crotty 
emtty  
Crowe 
Crowley 
Cuddihy 
Cuffe 
Cullen 
Cullen 
Culleton 
Culleton 

M~chael 
Denis 
Samuel 
James 
James 
Michael 
Matthew 
Patrick 
Franc~s 
Richard 
Haw 
Michael 
David 
Martin 
Michael 
Thomas 
William 
James 
Patrick 
Timothy 
Lawrence 
M~chaet 
Francis G 
James 
~airick 
Patrick 
Joseph 
Michael 
lames 
John 

Sergeant 
Private4 
Privatt 
Privare 
Privaxe 
Private 
Frivate 
Private 
Private 

LIC 

A m a n  
Lance Corp 
Rifleman 
Gunner 
Bornbard~c~ 
Pi~vare 
Private 
Gunner 
Private 
Sergeant 
Privale 
Privitre 
Private 
Private 

Royal lrish Reg 2nd B J I ~  
Sourh Staffordshire Reg, 4th 
Royal Irish R i f l a  3rd Baa. 
Royal Army Service C o p  
Royal lrish Reg. lsi Batr, 
Royal lrish Reg. 2nd Bart. 
Royal I h h  Reg. 2nd Batl. 
6th {lnniskilling) Dragoons. 
Royal Munster Fus. 4th Batt 
Royal lrish Reg. 2nd Bait. 
Irish Guards 2nd Batt. 
Royal Munster Fus. I st Batt 
Royal hibh Reg. 1st Batt. 
Ro) '11 ,111 I  OIL^ 

C dnnaught Rangers 1st Batt 
Koyal lnsh Rifles 2nd Bat!. 
Royal Garrison Artillery 
Royal Field Arrillery 
7th Nonhampshire Reg. 
Chebhire Reg. 116th Batt. 
Royal Field Artillery 
Royal Defence Corps 
Koyal Mun\~er Fusiliers 2nd 13m 
7th Royal Imh Fus. 
Koyal  Mumtcr Fus. 8th B a i  
hlschine Gun Coy. Infantry I \ I  B d l  

Royal Munster Fus, 51h Batt 
lrish Guards 1st Batt. 
Royal Dublrn Fus. 8th Batt. 
Connaught Rangers 2nd Bar1 

Krlld in action F L F Oct. 19 I914 
DiedFkFOcr. 10 1918 
D~ed a1 home June 30 19 15 
Died at home Sept. 1 1916 
Died of wounds at home Oct. 6 191 5 
Killed in action F & F May 15 1915 
Killed in acrion F & F May 24 19 1 5 
Killed In actlon F & F Feb. 1 1 1915 
Died at home Dec. 27 19 16 
Died ~n FLkFMar.2 1916 
DiedofwoundsF&FOci. 11 1915 
Killed in action F % F S t p .  I9  191 6 
Killed in action at SaIonica Nov. 21 19th 
Died Aug 5 1919 
Died in Mesopovirn~a April 27 19 16 
Died of wounds F & F July 9 191 6 
Killed in action F & F Nov. 4 1916 
Killed in action F& FOCI. 4 1917 
DiedofwoundsF&FMay I7 1916 
Killed in acdon F & F July 3 1 1917 
Killed in action F & F July 4 1914 
Died at home Aug. & 1918 
KlIled in acdon F & F Ocl. 18 I91 8 
Died of wounds & F Aug. 3 I914 
K7led inaction F &  FSept.9 1916 
K~lled in action F & F   arch 24 191 8 
Died at home July 14 1915 
Kjiled~nnction F& FMay 18 1915 
Killed in actlon F & F July 1 19 16 
Killed in aaion F & F Nov. I4 1914 

Trmy Witf-~out. Waterford 
Waterford 
Cork' 
Wnterford 
Trinity Withom, Waierford 
Mooncoin. Cn. Warerford 
Kilmac~homas, Cw. War. 
Liarnore, Co. Waterford 
Waterford 
Carrick-onSulr. Co, Wat. 
Warerford 
St John's. Waterford 
BaIly bricken. Warerford 
Waterford 
St Patr~ck's, Waterford 
Bally bricken. Waterford 
St Patrick's. Waterfwd 
Tallow. Cn. Warefiord 
Kilgobinet [sic]. Co. Kwry' 
Waterford 
Waterford 
Portlaw. Co. Waterford 
Cappoquin, Co. Waterford 
Waterfwd 
Ballybricken, Waterford 
Tallow, Co. Waleford 
Ballybricken, Waierford 
Dunmore, Co. Waterford 
Ferrybank. Warerford 
Kilmacow. Co. Waterford 

3 Enlihtcd at Dunganm. 
4 PI-ivate (Acting Corporal ). 
5 Enlihtcd at 1)unparvan 



Culieton 
Cummins 
Cummins 
Curran 
Dalton 
Dalton 
Daly 
Daly 
Daly 
Dab 
Darner 
Daniels 
Darcy 
Davin 
Day 
Day 
Daye 
Daye 
Delahunty 
Delaney 
Denn 
Dennehp 
Devine 
Dillon 
Dineen 
Dobbyn 
Dobbyn 
Doheny 
Doherty 
Donnelly 
Doody 
Douch 

Martin 
John 
blichvcl 
llichacl 
Jol111 . .  . 
Thomas 
J 
Michael 
Patrick 
Patrick 
ti moth^. 
James 
Daniel 
Thomas 
John 
Michacl 
Richard 
John 
John 
~ a m e s  
John J 
Jim~cs 
\\'iIliimi F 
\ \ ' i l l i i ini 

I)aiiicl 
Michael 
l<i~bi.rl N 
Marlin 
Patrick 
hlauricc 
Patrick 
i\lhc~.I I.: 

lrish Guardb 121 Bdll. 
Ro>,~l lrldi Iiq 2nd Bart 
11 i j h  G L I J I ~ ~  I jl h t t  

Irijli G u ~ i d j  2nd BAI 
Royal Irish EUL. 2nd I h t t  
Royaf lrish Reg. 2nd I h l t  

1st Garrison B.IU 13cdI~1id~li11c K q  
lrish Guards I st H J I  
Royal Garribon \ I  tlllcl) 
Royal lrish Reg. 6th Batt. 
Royal Munster Fus. 2nd Rat1 
Royal lrish Reg. 2nd Batt 
6th Inn~\lilll~ny Dragoon4 
Illah tiua~ds 2nd Ban. 
1st Royal lrish R~fles 
Royal Field Artillcry 
Royal lrish Reg. 2nd Batt. 
7th Royal Innibkilling Fus 
lrish Guards 2nd Balt. 
Royal Enplneers Water Tranrpoi 1 

Royal Irish Reg. 2nd Batt. 
Irish Gumis I ,t Bati. 
16th hneers (The Queen's). 
Royal Iriah Reg. 2nd Ban 
Namph~re Reg., 35th Tcr I 1101 I,II 1 3 ~ 1 r  
Royal lnsh Reg 6111 h t t  

2nd Lieurcnant Royal Flying I ' o lp  
Gunrdmidn Sco~s Guards 
Corporal Rayal Irish Reg 2nd Brltl 
Private 2nd Royal Inntskilling Fus 
Privare 7th Royal ir~sh I:u\ 
Rwale Kojal Ihhlrn Fu\. 7th I h t t  

K ~ l l d  In dLtion F &  F Nov 6 1914 
K~llzd In d o n  F &  FJuly5 1916 
k~llcd 111 .tLlion F& FOct. I I I915 
l11~d ol \\ounds F & F Sept. 15 1'1 I h 
k~lled III aLtron F B F May 13 19 15 
Died dl home Mach 3 1 I0 16 
DiedNov. I3 1919 
K~lled tn dction F & F h o ~  I I9 I4 
Died in India Jan. 1 I 1915 
K~lled in actioh F & F Juno 3 11) 10 
Died of wounds May 24 I9 I S 
K~lled in action F & F .\ug 26 19 1 -I 
Dicd~nF&FFeb .  15 1915 
Kllled in dction F & F J u l  3 l 19 17 
Died of wound\ F & F Nov. 30 19 17 
Died of wounds F & F Aug. 20 19 17 
Killed in acrion F & F May 9 I9 15 
Killed In achon F & F April 37 19 16 
Killed In  action F B F Sept I5 I9 I6 
Died lnF&FMay 20 1917 
D~ed of wounda F & F May 26 I9 I5 
Killed in acrion F & F Sepl, 3 1917 
Dled of woui-rdc F& FFeb. 23 1915 
Kllled in anionFKrFOct. 13 1914 
Killed in action Egyp~ Apr~l I0 191h 
Killed in action F & F June 6 1916 
Accideimlly killed white flying No! 23 19 16 
Died ar home Oct. 3 1 191 5 
Died of wounds F & F Aprd 77 1915 
KllIed in action F & F June 27 1916 
Died of wounda F & F Sept 6 I9 I6 
Killed In actlon Gallipoli Sept 27 I9 I5 

Ballybr~cLen, Waterfold 
SI Patrick's. Wa~erford 
Kill. Co. Waie~ford 
Waterford 
Walerfor~l 
Dungarv,~li 
Burted F;l~thlegg 
Kitrossanry. Co. Waterford 
Krlmacthomas. Cu. Wat. 
Cappoquin. Co. Waterford 
St Patrick'.;. Waterford 
Ponlaw. Co. Waterford 
Tramore. Co. Waterford 
Carrickfxg. Co. Waterford 
Waterford 
Waterford 
Mooncoin 
Kilmacthoma~. Co. Wat. 
Waterford 
Wuierford 
Ballybricken. Wa~erford 
Dungarvan, Co. Waterford 
Tallow. Co. Wa~erford 
T n ~ u ~ y  Wrrhout, Wdttrford 
Co. Wd~erford 
Kilmacow. Co. Waterford 
Wulerford 
Waterford 
St John1&. \\ JICI loiJ 
Crook. Cn. Wiltel lold 
Femybunk' 
Waierfonl 

7 Kc\idcncc. I'cnybank. Co. Warel-ford 













Harterj 
Hartley 
Hartley 
Harty 
Hassq  
Havens 
Hayden 
Hayden 
H a y s  
Hayes 
Hayes 
Healy 
Hearne 
Hearne 
Hearne 
Henlcy 
Hennesse! 
Hennesse) 
Hennessey 
Hennessq 
Herlihy 
Heron 
Hickey 
Hitkej 
Higgins 

hlichacl 
S~illles 
Pawick 
John 
Si1111e 
Oliter 
Ed\iard 
Pcrc y 
John 
Patrick 
'Thornah 
h#lich;iel 
J a m \  
John 
John 
Peter 
John 
Michael 
Michael 
Parrick 
P;itr~ck 
hl.  
Ed\% 3rd 
PatrlcL 
John 

Hines \'v'illi;ini Joli~i 6639 
Hogan 1.'1-;11ik 7269 
Hogan hliihaul 1 10%) 
Hogan \'v'illiiini 2961 
Hrrran Icrcrniali 12236 
Horey John 7831 

Ro)al 11-isll Reg. 2nd K~rtt. 
\Ycl.;h Rcs. 1st H;~rt. 
Roy;il Horse Artillel-! ( m d  Field) 
Royal Irihh Reg. 2nd 13att. 
Iht Royal ~ u b ' l i n  Fus. 
3rd. The Buff\ (East Kent k g . )  
Rojal Irihh Reg. 6th K;itt. 
Scotti\h Rilles 10th Kart. 
R t y l  11-ijh Re:. 2nd Batt. 
South \\'ales Hordercs\ 2nd 13;itt. 
R o p l  Irish Kc:. 2nd B21tt. 
Royal Rlunctc~- Fu\. 2nd H;ru. 
Royd Irish Reg. 2nd Biir~. 
Royal I r ~ \ h  Reg. 2nd Balt. 
Royal Irish Reg. 1st Bart. 
I S I  R o y l  Irish Rifle\ 
Ro! ; r l  Munsler Fus. 2nd Bart. 
Roj al Iri\h Ree. 2nd Hart. 
lio!,al Iri\h Rcy. 2nd H;~tt. 
Ro!,;il 11-ijli Reg. 2nd Kart 
I .;I Lcin~tcr  Reg. 

Killcd 111 action I:& F Jul), 5 1916 
Died ciiwound\ F & F Feh. 18 1915 
D i d  of n o u ~ i d \  Saloniku hlay 32 1917 
Killcd in actlon F &: F Feb. 7 1915 
Killcd In actloll F K: F March 1 I917 
Died No\ .  27 lYlS 
Killcd in action I:& F S ~ p t  L) I916 
Died of w u n d s  F & F Sepr. 2 1  I9 I6 
Died of \I ound< F & F Mil! 8 I9 l 5 
Died Gi l l~pol i  S c p  25 191.5 
Killcd in action F &  F h l q  8 1915 
Died ol'\iound.; I:& F March 2 1917 
Killcd in ac~ion I. K: F ~Marcli 27 I915 
Killcd in action F B FJune  28 1916 
Dicd of wound\ F fk F April 2.5 1915 
Killcd in ;iction F & F Oct. 26 1916 
Killed in aclion I- & F Nov. I0  101 7 
I)icd ;it honic Fcb. 3 19 15 
Dlcd 01' wound\ F & F Scpl. 22 19 11 
l ) i c d i ~ i F & F F c h  17 1917 
Killcd in ;ictlon F R I-'. Feb. 14 1913 
Dicti Fcb. 9 I920 
DizL o l  \voundc F & F July 26 I9 I6 
IhA ;I[ lio~iic J lxc l i  I I 1917 
Killsd in action F & F  sun^ 7 1917 
D ~ e d  of wound5 F & F Oct. 32 19 11 
K~llcd in i ~ u o n  F & F; S z p ~ .  I3  191 h 
Killccl i n  X ~ I O I I  F & I-' S c p  1 I917 
Killcti 111 actio~i F & FSuly 30 1916 
Killcd i n  action I:& t. July I 1016 
Killed 111 ; I C I I L I I ~  I, '& F N i x  3 I911 
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